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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you very much 
for your application to this year's competition, and for including a map as well as your work plan, which is very 
practical and focused, and so many great photographs. You have a good number on your Committee with ten 
people as well as another 20 volunteers who can be drafted in to assist. There appears to be very strong community 
involvement, and meetings with various organisations who support you in various ways. You have very strong 
communications in place with use of your website for various blogspots, appearances on Connemara Community 
Radio, Posters, Facebook as well as face to face meetings, including inviting the local community to your AGM.
A lot of work being done with your educational establishments, with two Green Flags being held by your National 
School as well as the work being done with the Further Education Centre in Letterfrack with their Green Flag for 
biodiversity for the establishment of an outdoor learning garden which sounds like a fantastic resource as well as 
working with Tigh nOg Community creche and its garden as well as working with the Scouts, great work. It is 
heartening to hear that despite some setbacks in the past such as losing key personnel that you have persevered 
and the TidyTowns group has become a pivotal part of the community and people rally around to support your 
projects and goals.

41

The Letterfrack Industrial School graveyard was in good condition and well maintained, one way of honouring those 
who went there. 
I spotted a lovely old green water pump which looked a bit forlorn, this could be turned into a very attractive focal 
point with a bit of work, many other villages have given these a fresh coat of paint, and planted flowers around them.
The Garda Station looked very spruce and fresh, though a splash of colour in the way of some planters or hanging 
baskets would enhance the building even more. 
The benches built into the wall were very clever as well as a good way of keeping footpaths clear for those with 
accessibility issues or prams.
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You live in a very special place with your proximity to Connemara National Park (CNP), and the wealth of nature in 
your vicinity. Great work on the development of the Woodland and Waterfall Walk, with its link from the waterfall all 
the way down to the Atlantic, as well as providing linkages from the village to the CNP.
The green area in the centre of the village looked very well maintained, and the daffodils planted by Connemara 
West must look spectacular in the Spring.
The Community Garden is a great asset and the horticultural modules being run by GRETB sound very interesting, 
especially with their emphasis on sustainability and biodiversity.

40

53

20

31

32

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

300

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

42

40

38

39

20

51

31

32

293

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 300

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

19/06/2022

 



The Community Garden is a great asset and the horticultural modules being run by GRETB sound very interesting, 
especially with their emphasis on sustainability and biodiversity.

Fantastic work on the organisation of the Connemara Green Festival in the village and well done on the work of your 
website www.connemaragreen.ie  which gives some really good information on conservation as well as resources 
and on the Atlantic Waterfall Walk. You are blessed to live in an area with some outstanding natural beauty with 
Connemara National Park on your doorstep, and the Biodiversity Assessment is a great way to audit the natural 
resources and flora and fauna to be found in your village and surrounding areas to help appreciate and protect what 
is there. The practical 'Planting for Pollinators' workshop sounded very useful and the guide will be very useful for 
businesses and local organisations to help do their bit to protect our bees and butterflies.

Overall, Letterfrack looked very clean and litter free on the day that I visited. The Bring Bank area was very clean 
and looked well maintained, and it looks as though these are emptied regularly as there was no overflowing items to 
be found in any of the recycling bins. It is good to hear that you try to work with local businesses to encourage litter 
picks and that these premises and the areas around them are kept clean and tidy, and good work by the 
Connemara West CE Scheme on all the work that they do. The Annual Spring Clean this year looked as though it 
was a great success, with a veritable army to assist with the task, and wonderful to hear of students getting involved 
with this work.

You mention some very good and practical initiatives being done in this category. This includes;
-The introduction of 100% recyclable take away drink cups which is great, perhaps this could be progressed even 
further with the introduction of 'keep cups' that can be refilled.
-The 'Green Campus' 'Scrap Heap challenge' to encourage student's creativity and awareness about reusing and 
recycling and up-cycling materials that are often thrown away.
-A second hand book store at the Connemara Community radio to encourage people to share books rather than 
discard them. 
-Rainwater harvesting as well as the use of your polytunnel.
A great source of information on energy efficiency as well as possible availability of grants is the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and it is worth looking at their website for ideas.

In general the residential houses in Letterfrack are all well maintained and presented, many with colourful 
shrubbery, gardens, hanging baskets and window boxes.  and some individuals excel in their presentation. The 
cottages at Heather Hill looked very well. It is great that you try to include residents in your work and to input into the 
work of the TidyTowns Committee, and this includes working with Cluid Housing Association to integrate new 
residents into your village. Also, well done on your work with Diamond Hill Community Sports Centre to develop a 
plan for attractive, biodiversity oriented landscaping in this area.

The Welcome to Letterfrack stone with it's traditional lettering is very attractive, though perhaps some subtle 
planting or flowers here could make it even more vibrant. There are some lovely stone walls with shrubbery to be 
found on the approach to the village which looks very smart and a great start to viewing Letterfrack. The 
development of a woodland walk from the village to the sea is a fantastic initiative, and good luck with your plans to 
install more footpaths and other safety features, including speed ramps to make it easier and more accessible for all 
to make the most of your natural amenities. The Poetry Trail is a lovely thing, and very impressive that you have 
managed to get a poem contributed by the President himself.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit your lovely village, you are blessed with your location and proximity to the Connemara 
National Park and are doing some great work to enhance and protect your village as well as the environment to be 
found there, best of luck with this year's competition and with your future projects.


