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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. Welcome to 
the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition, and thank you for your application, your Five Year Plan, and for 
including a map as well as pictures showing the progress of your work. There seems to be great community 
involvement with 10 people on the Committee as well as a further 53 volunteers that you can call upon, that is a 
great army of workers. Likewise, you engage with a really impressive number of organizations (33 listed on your 
application form!), and well done on being able to obtain funding for your community projects from so may different 
sources, as well as being able to sponsor workers to complete painting work for you as well as the groundsman at 
the Le Cheile Rural Youth building, not to mention the FÁS CE workers who do so much vital maintenance work. It 
also sounds as though there is fantastic involvement with the younger members of your community with the Junior 
TidyTowns initiative, and pupil participation in litter picks etc. and amazing work being done by the National School 
who are now working towards their ninth Green Flag, fantastic achievement.
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The new 'Le Chéile' Children and Youth Community Development Centre is a great asset to the village, and looks 
very spruce and cheerful.  The outdoor seating at Pardy's bar and lounge is a great spot to soak up the sun (when 
we have it), but great that this is available to use when the Irish weather is not quite as co operative, and great to 
hear as well that the picnic benches are accessible to wheelchair users, something which a lot of communities seem 
to be taking a lot more notice of lately which is wonderful.The Ochilmore Stores building is a beautiful building, and 
great to see that this is currently being renovated, and also great work on the conservation of the Bellevue Volunteer 
Gate, a striking asset to the town. Best of luck with the project on the renovation of the Community Hall, I didn't get 
to see the inside of this, but the photos that you have provided shows what a difference has been made, and no 
doubt it will be a great facility for your community for all the planned classes and activities.
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The replacement of the wooden bog walk with recycled plastic is a great achievement, and well done for bringing all 
the various agencies together in order to make this happen. Not only is this more sustainable and looks so much 
smarter, it is also helps those in wheelchairs or have other accessibiliy issues to be able to enjoy this area as well. 
The 'Buddy Bench' was admired, not only does it look very attractive, but it is a really simple but effective way to get 
people talking about mental health issues and to encourage people to be more mindful and kind in their dealings 
with others. Well done also on the new Community Recreation Area, and again for being conscious of ensuring 
planting for biodiversity as well as accessibility. Also spotted was the fairy trail which is absolutely delightful, it must 
be an enchanting place for children (and adults) as they spy the various fairy houses dotted around the landscape.
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planting for biodiversity as well as accessibility. Also spotted was the fairy trail which is absolutely delightful, it must 
be an enchanting place for children (and adults) as they spy the various fairy houses dotted around the landscape.

Some interesting projects here, especially in conjunction with your local National School. The 'Green Fingers Team' 
along with the 'Student Council' are doing fantastic work to create a vegetable garden as part of their 'incredible 
edibles' project, and in engaging with a local organic farm (Beechlawn Organic Farm) which was able to talk about 
how sustainable farming works and to answer any questions they had. The school is also on the way to their 9th 
Green Flag, and did their own sustainable transport audit to identify the best way to ensure how to stay safe. The 
Wormery sounds like a very novel way to get children interesting in composting and the food chain in a fun way.
Another very practical and useful addition to the village is the installation of a water tap at the community recreation 
area, which will hopefully reduce the amount of plastic used in single use bottles and this has the side effect of 
sometimes leading to less litter as well. Also, good work on ensuring pollinator friendly plants and flowers are being 
used, as well as planting self seeding flowers.

You are doing a fantastic job in keeping on top of litter in your community, and no wonder with all the effort that you 
are putting into this category. This includes prioritising areas which may need improvement, raising awareness and 
education on the issue of litter including in the village playground, regular litter patrols as well as designating and 
maintaining biodiversity hotspots. The Bring Bank was in excellent condition on the day that I visited, and you are 
putting a great amount of care into the maintenance of this, including using CCTV to try and identify the culprit who 
has been carrying out illegal dumping. 
In addition, you participate in the National Annual Spring Clean, as well as having a 'Clean-Up' day during the 
summer and involves the entire community, who obviously take great pride in the built and natural environment 
around them and keeping it as clean and enjoyable for all.

Some really good work here, in particularly in relation to energy efficiency, in particular the new Community Rural 
Youth Building which has top notch sustainability measures incorporated such as underfloor heating with a state of 
the art air to water heating, as well as very good insulation. You have also developed strong engagement with the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland in order to see where improvements can be made in other areas, and this 
extends to educational workshops on energy conservation in the National School, as well as other awareness 
raising on sustainable waste and resource management through your newsletter, social media, face to face 
interaction as well as group texts. Other initiatives include book and toy donations, clothes recycling, supporting 
green transport as well as the recycling of pallets, and old cable reels for the use of the 'mud kitchens' and obstacle 
courses for the Pre/Afterschool area, as well as picnic benches.

There is obviously great community pride in Lawrencetown, and this is one of the reasons that you were invited to 
become involved in the prestigious Pride of Place awards, and very well deserved. There are some lovely 
townhouses to be seen in the village which look very attractive, and the main housing estates visited (Respond 
estate as well as the County Council estate) are well maintained and looked after, with Castle Lawns estate having 
some nice landscaping at the entrance. It is good that you are actively engaging with local residents in order to 
promote the ethos of the TidyTowns work in order to maintain and further enhance all that has been done in this 
area.

The initial approach as you enter a town or village can do so much to create a great impression, and you have a 
really good practical plan in place to update these. This includes creating uniformity of signposts to be black, and to 
paint all gates red which should greatly enhance the village, and good to see that you plan to reduce the number of 
signposts in the village, as these can lead to a lot of visual clutter, and if too many very distracting for drivers.
The approach as you come from Portumna is very attractive, with lovely mature trees, and the signs as you 
approach are well maintained with some nice landscaping, and good work on being able to replace the stolen signs 
and on the painting of the wall in front of the Church which looked smart and clean.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was my first visit to Lawrencetown and it was a pleasure to visit your village and see all the work that you are 
putting into it, the amount of community involvement as well as all that you have achieved. Best of luck with your 
entry into this year's competition, and all your future projects.


