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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoh daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you for your 
entry into this year's SuperValu TidyTowns competition and for your perseverance despite the small number that 
you have on your committee, as well as having to deal with the challenges brought about by Covid over the past few 
years. Even if not possible to get people to volunteer on a regular basis, some TidyTowns groups have had success 
having a '30 minute' or very time limited litter pick or event whereby even if they are not in a position to commit, 
people can still get involved on a once off basis. Great to see that you are involving the younger residents and that 
both National School as well as Playschool children are getting involved. The Facebook page is a great way to 
advertise the work that you are doing, and hopefully recruit new members. Great work on what you are doing to the 
community centre area.
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The church grounds looked immaculate and the stone planter looked gorgeous and it was good to see that it 
included some pollinator friendly plants, and the graveyard look very well with good maintenance, and thanks for 
providing the pictures that really illustrate the difference that a bit of paint can have to improve and area, and the 
new planter boxes really enhance the entrance. 
The flower bed and border around the Archbishop Oliver Kelly monument looks very attractive
Great work on managing to get the old Glynns shop power washed by the owner
The Community Centre grounds, with its new extension looked well and good work by those involved in your local 
CE Scheme on their work on the grounds of the centre, and the new landscaping will look very well once it has 
matured. The Kilkerrin Community Playschool is very cheerful and vibrant looking. 
The Oliver Plunkett National School looks very well maintained with neat and tidy grounds.
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Although you are few in number you are doing some great work in maintaining the flower beds and planting to be 
found throughout the village, including the beds at the Barrack Road junction, the lovely roses in the church and the 
raised flower bed, as well as the flower bed at the Oliver Kelly Monument with its lovely stone benches and planter. 
The hanging baskets at the Church grounds are very attractive. The bee hotels and fairy house is a great way to 
ensure habitats for our insect and bug population.
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The use of pollinator friendly plants throughout your village was noted, and it is good to read that you are aware of 
the All Ireland Pollinator Plan which has some very useful information and guidance. Well done on the biodiversity 
workshops that took place and your work on preparing a draft biodiversity Nature and Wildlife Plan. 
It is good not to over-mow grass verges in order to encourage the growth of native wildflowers and provide for 
wildlife. It is great that you have a no spray policy in place, and that you encourage certain areas to grow 'wild' to 
encourage a natural habitat corridor, and you have also thought of the hedgehogs and have provided logs in the 
community centre grounds for them to use as a habitat.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:
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Category:

Ref:
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Date(s):
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80
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43
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16

14

67
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32

275

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 283

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022
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The use of pollinator friendly plants throughout your village was noted, and it is good to read that you are aware of 
the All Ireland Pollinator Plan which has some very useful information and guidance. Well done on the biodiversity 
workshops that took place and your work on preparing a draft biodiversity Nature and Wildlife Plan. 
It is good not to over-mow grass verges in order to encourage the growth of native wildflowers and provide for 
wildlife. It is great that you have a no spray policy in place, and that you encourage certain areas to grow 'wild' to 
encourage a natural habitat corridor, and you have also thought of the hedgehogs and have provided logs in the 
community centre grounds for them to use as a habitat.

You continue to get very high marks in the competition as Kilkerrin looked immaculate on the day that I visited, and 
it was difficult to find as much as a stray cigarette butt, fantastic work!. You do a lot to encourage all members of the 
village to play their part, from local businesses keeping the outside of their premises litter free and tidy to the local 
schools and playschool, as well as walkers who might pick up the odd bit of litter to be seen as they stroll. I'm also 
not surprised to hear that prior to Covid, you had over a hundred parishioners take part in your annual clean up, no 
wonder the village is so clean. Well done also on thinking of the impact of street furniture such as benches and 
making sure to place these to avoid clutter and also helps accessibility.

Some good practical initiatives in this category, It is good to see that you have invested in rain water harvesting 
butts in order to plant over the summer months and that you plan to install more of these and to also encourage 
local residents to get on board for use in their own houses. The book rental scheme is a great idea to cut down the 
waste of paper from having to purchase new school books when there are perfectly good second hand ones 
available, and the mobile library is a fantastic facility for the village to have. Similarly, the recycling bins and Clothes 
Banks are a great way for people to dispose of their unwanted clothes in a more sustainable fashion as well as 
empty glass bottles and jars. A lot of work also being done in relation to planting with the use of seeds, and the use 
of a polytunnel to cultivate them, recycling used pots for other plants, homemade fertilizer using chicken pellets or 
farmyard manure, as well as the use of perennials whenever possible, with emphasis made on pollinator friendly 
plants.

Overall, the quality of houses and residential areas is high and are generally well maintained, many with fine 
gardens, as well as some lovely window boxes, planters and hanging baskets. The Finnegan Court (Cúirt Uí 
Fhionnaagáin) housing scheme under the care of Respond looked generally well cared for, but would benefit from a 
fresh, and hopefully this will be arranged in the not so distant future. There are some vacant buildings to be seen in 
the village, and you are doing good work in trying to minimize the negative visual impact of these, such as the 
planters at the site on the Glenamaddy road, as well as seeing what can be done to enhance the old Glynn's 
premises.

The planter with the Kilkerrin sign as you approach the village looks very smart and is a good welcome to both 
residents and visitors alike. There are some beautiful stone walls to be seen throughout the village complemented 
very well by some lovely green verges and trees, and the approach looks very smart and well tended, but that you 
also leave some of the verges uncut to encourage native wildlife.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was my first time in Kilkerrin, and it was a pleasure to visit, and we look forward to seeing how all your projects 
progress in the future and wish you the best of luck in this year's competition.


