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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.Thank you very much 
for your application to this year's competition and for providing a map as well as your Three Year Action Plan, and 
lots of photos of your work in progress. You have a solid number of 8 people on your Committee with another 20 
volunteers who assist as needed. There appears to be great community spirit in your town, with engagement with 
Galway County Council, Connemara Chamber Committee, along with a host of other organisations, clubs and 
businesses. You are leading the way in showing that the work of TidyTowns is not just beneficial for the 
environment, but for businesses and the local economy, and also benefits visitors, locals, and all generations. The 
Covid Commemoration Yew tree and bench in St. Mary's graveyard is a very touching memorial to those who sadly 
lost their lives during the pandemic. On a lighter note, your involvement in the St. Patrick's Day Parade with its 
'Climate Change' theme looked fantastic, and great to get the children dressed up and interested in this as well, 
congratulations on your win.
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The 'Living Graveyard' is a really interesting idea that has been executed extremely well, and I love the idea of a 
story-telling seat. 
The educational plaques on the planters throughout the town were admired, and certainly piqued my interest, as did 
the fairy doors to be found, and the Fairy Trail sounds like a delightful event, and I enjoyed reading the piece going 
through an explanation of the names of the fairies and elves and where they live in the town. Great work on what 
you have been doing in the Day Care Centre, the changes that you have made have transformed the area from 
looking quite dull and drab to one full of colour, which surely lifts the spirits of all those that use the facility. 
There are some beautifully presented commercial premises to be found in the centre of town, these include The 
Woodfield Hotel, Lowry's Bar, Mullarkey's bar, Connemara Blue, Tom King's Bar & Snug, O'Dalaigh Jewellers, and 
too many more to mention here, Clifden has a very attractive, vibrant streetscape.
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There is some really good landscaping and planting to be found in Clifden, the saucer shaped ones just off the main 
street are very striking, and you are being very conscious to include as many pollinator friendly planting as you can, 
along with more native species. The Jail Hill area is charming, a lovely spot to take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of  town. Well done on what you have achieved at the old Courthouse building, and for rejuvenating this area 
with perennial and pollinator friendly plants, and a thoughtful gesture to dedicate this to the memory of all those who 
sadly died during Covid. The Carpark Garden is also very well done, and really adds a splash of life to what 
otherwise could be a very dull area, and again, interesting to read that the majority of these plants have come from 
various gardens of your team.
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otherwise could be a very dull area, and again, interesting to read that the majority of these plants have come from 
various gardens of your team.

Well done to the members of your team who attended a biodiversity course, it sounds like it was hugely beneficial 
with everything from habitat mapping to dealing with invasive species, and this knowledge will be invaluable to all of 
your projects. I have already mentioned that you are very aware of the benefits of using pollinator planting, and you 
are doing a lot to achieve this in your more formal planters as well as the more 'wild' areas. Great that members are 
also growing plants and cuttings in poly tunnels which is not only economical but very sustainable gardening. The 
Caterpillar to Butterfly project at Scoil Muire National School where they can see the development of these 
creatures and then see them fly off sounds like a fascinating way for the students to learn about these and create a 
sense of wonder and interest in the environment and wildlife around them.

Considering the size of the town and the number of visitors you get, Clifden was relatively litter free, though there 
were a few bins that were getting close to over spilling. There are a few empty premises throughout the town but 
hopefully once they have new owners these will be rejuvenated and given a new lease of life. There are also a few 
buildings that would benefit from a fresh coat of paint, but you appear to have this in hand. Well done on your big 
'Clean up Clifden' day with 25 members of your community giving up their time and energy to improve the town, and 
great that you segregated as much of the waste collected. The Mutt Mitt stations were spotted, and hopefully this 
will help create a change in mindset in people that they will become more conscientious in cleaning up after their 
pets. The red cigarette butt/gum bins were also seen around the town, and hopefully these will encourage people to 
dispose of these rather than throw them on the pavements.

There are some great, practical initiatives being done in this category. The 'Conscious Cup Campaign' is a a good 
way to reduce not only the amount of coffee cups going to refill, but is also likely to help with litter control as well. 
Similarly, the introduction of water fountains to reduce single use plastic bottles is a simple but effective way to 
reduce waste, and good thinking on placing it outside the school so that as many people in the community as 
possible can use. Well done to your local SuperValu on having  100% compostable packaging, and some very 
impressive statistics on the amount of plastic, with over 5 tonnes of being saved by replacing this with a 100% 
recyclable paper band. Well done also on the St. Vincent de Paul project, a really worthwhile project which brings 
about so many benefits.

Great work with the Residents Association of Racecourse Lawns Estate, and the seedlings donated from 
TidyTowns are definitely helping to enhance this area, and nice to see the wildflower area, and also with your 
assistance with the planting of trees, as definitely grouping them together is more effective, and you mention that 
residents are claiming that this has led to more birds singing in the area, fantastic!. As the idea of keeping some 
areas 'wild' to encourage pollinators, hopefully all estates and residential areas will get on board with this idea.

The old School House with it's red and cream paint work looked gorgeous

That is great that you are leaving a stretch of the wall on the Galway Road to grow wild, and good to hear that you 
have plans to repair the wall. Some nice wildflowers to be seen on the Ballyconneelly road. The newly cleaned sign 
on the Galway Road looked very smart when I saw it, and creates a great first impression to the town.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was my first time to visit Clifden, and it was a pleasure to visit your vibrant bustling town full of colour, we wish 
you the best of luck with this year's competition and all your future projects and plans.


