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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
TidyTowns competition and thank you for your entry. 
You have a good number of members involved on your Committee with 12 people, and an additional 12 who 
volunteer. There is good engagement with weekly TidyTowns meetings as well as  monthly community meeting, and 
you enjoy sponsorship and support from a wide range of organisations, from local businesses to Galway Councy 
Council as well as support through the Pobal Grant Scheme. 
It is good to hear the positive impact the competition has had on your community, and that there is great enthusiasm 
from local volunteers to re-decorate your village as well as plant flower beds.
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It is great to see the Heritage Centre has reoponed and the garden is well maintained and presented, and the 
landscaping at the entrance to it is very nicely done, and good to see some pollinator friendly plants such as 
lavender included. 
The seating area in memory of deceased residents of your village is a lovely idea
The grotto areas is really well maintained, and I really loved the old telephone box being used to welcome visitors in 
multiple languages. I also really liked the old green water pump and the landscaping around it was absolutely lovely. 
The Green Flag is proudly displayed at Castleblakeney National School, and the school looked very well maintained 
and clean, and I thought the lovely pictures of Tulips and Sunflowers in one of the windows were very charming. 
The Community Playground looked very cheerful and colourful and I am sure has been greatly welcomed by the 
younger residents of your village.
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There is some absolutely superb planting and landscaping to be found in Castleblakeney, I particularly liked the low 
stone planting areas along the main road which really complemented the lovely stone walls and trees to be found 
alongside them. The Cluain River Walk is an absolute delight, with a very clear and useful information sign telling 
the visitor a bit more about the history and heritage as well as the different flora and fauna to be found in the area. 
A lot of good work taking place in making sure that your landscaping and trees are being well maintained, including 
the river walk, landscaping around the new playground, grass verges as well as planters and pruning of trees on the 
main street. The red planters made of up-cycled old tyres were very striking, and although not everyone likes these, 
I found them to be quite effective and cheerful looking.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

300

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 300

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

03/07/2022

 



The Community Garden Project and Wildflower Meadow was a lovely area and will surely help with biodiversity and 
help our bee population to feed, and we noted the sign showing the donation of trees to this area from the Irish 
Seed Savers Association, which is great to see. The river walk is absolutely lovely and and very well looked after. It 
is good to see areas left 'wild' including some areas of grass un-mown, and there is a wide array of different plants 
and flowers and gorgeous landscaping to be found throughout the village.

Overall the village was extremely clean and litter free, there were a few stray lids to be found on the ground around 
the Bring Bank Centre, otherwise it was very clean, and the stone wall with flowers beside it serves as a lovely 
screen which improves the aesthetics of this area. Good work being done in this category including weekly litter pick 
ups and cleaning of the bottle bank area and making sure it is emptied regularly.

Some good effort in this category including using new seating in the memorial garden which is made using recycled 
materials, reusing stone in the new planting areas and reusing gates. It might also be worthwhile looking at the 
website of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) for ideas on some energy saving ideas and 
information on possible grants for both residential and commercial energy saving initiatives.

All the residential houses and areas looked well maintained and cared for, the tidy up of the public play area was 
noted, and good work on the cleaning and painting of railings. It is great to hear how civic minded residents are in 
the village and that they often look after areas beside their homes to keep these in good condition.

The approach roads to Castleblakeney are well presented and landscaped, particularly the planting at the welcome 
sign, and it is good to see the speed signs to urge people to slow down as they approach the village. There is a 
lovely stone wall as you approach and this appears to be well maintained. It is great to see that you are conscious to 
ensure that you are conscious to use a tiered approach to grass cutting to help with biodiversity.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was an absolute pleasure to visit your lovely village for the first time, I particularly enjoyed walking around the 
Heritage Centre, and wish you the best of luck in the competition and with all of your future projects.


