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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. Welcome to 
the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competitin, and thank you very much for your entry, including a useful map as well 
as the Appendix with some lovely photos showing all the work that you are doing in your town. There is obviously a 
very strong sense of community in Bearna, with a relatively small number of 70 people on your committee, but an 
amazing 70 additional people who volunteer, which includes an increase over last year which is very encouraging to 
hear. You obviously maintain good communications, which included web based meetings when it was not possible 
to meet in real life due to Covid, and very impressive engagement on your social media including your community 
website, which is a great idea, and one that might be of use to other TidyTowns organisations. It is also great to 
hear that local businesses are also involved, and it is generally found that those towns and villages that do best in 
the competition have good engagement with local businesses (many of which seem to have given you great support 
and sponsorship) and organisations as well as government agencies and bodies, which you obviously do, and nice 
also to hear that you have been involved in information exchange with Spiddal Tidy Towns group, a relationship 
which will surely be beneficial to you both!.
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There are some very attractive premises, both businesses as well as private dwellings in the main street areas of 
Bearna, with the paintwork on the majority of buildings here looking very fresh and well maintained, so good work on 
your role in achieving this. Donnelly's Bar and Restaurant looked very attractive with it's pale green paintwork, 
planters and traditional lettering at the side of the bar. There were some lovely stone planters spotted in your village 
as well as some really fresh looking landscaping bed which contrasted well against the white wall. The round stone 
planter at Market Street was very striking, perhaps this could be painted which would enhance it even more. Like 
many places throughout Ireland, there is unfortunately some dereliction to be found in Bearna, but it appears that 
you are doing as good a job as you can in tackling this.Some great projects being undertaken include the 
replacement of the ESB box, replacement of tarmacadam, the custom benches that you commissioned (and  plan to 
paint with community input into the colour) as well as many other projects to freshen up the town where needed.
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There is some really nice hard and soft landscaping to be found throughout the town, which is kept in very good 
condition, such as the landscaping near Boyle Sports as well as the cheerful looking yellow, red and blue planters 
opposite the thatched house
The work done on the local Handball Alley is impressive, and it is a testament to your community that so many 
people from all different trades gave of their time and expertise so willingly, great work on this, and it is great to hear 
that although you had to remove some trees from this area as they were hazardous, that you have instead planted 
pollinator friendly Rowan, Crab Apple and Juneberry trees. You have some lovely natural amenities, including 
Hunters Park, and some great work is planned for this area to further enhance it including additional parking and 
that grass is left to seed and is managed for wildlife.
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people from all different trades gave of their time and expertise so willingly, great work on this, and it is great to hear 
that although you had to remove some trees from this area as they were hazardous, that you have instead planted 
pollinator friendly Rowan, Crab Apple and Juneberry trees. You have some lovely natural amenities, including 
Hunters Park, and some great work is planned for this area to further enhance it including additional parking and 
that grass is left to seed and is managed for wildlife.

You are doing your bit in this category including your 'No Mow May' dedicated wildflower areas, which are being left 
to encourage native wildflowers. You are lucky to have a rich and diverse natural environment, including the 
beautiful Barna woods, and the educational walks that you are planning for local school children sound fascinating 
and they are sure to be  engaged with the rich flora and fauna of the area, I was intrigued to hear that there are 72 
fungi species alone to be found there. 
It is fantastic to hear of the teachers who are so interested in this topic and are helping to instill a passion for nature 
and biodiversity in the younger school going members of your community and that you have plans to foster the 
relationship between students and the TidyTowns initiative. In addition to this, you are also making sure to look after 
your coastal boundary with clean ups happening here as well, with some events being held in conjunction with the 
Clean Coasts Group, and you are also taking care of your bogland as well, and have plans to create a water basin 
management plan on the advice of LAWPRO.

A lot of hard work is being done in this category, with weekly clean up sessions during the summer months, 
including weeding of footpaths and sweeping, and monitoring of 26 walkways, well done. On the day that I visited 
there was practically no litter to be seen in the town, so very well done on this, your hard efforts are obviously 
paying off. 
You are also doing a lot of awareness raising in relation to litter and waste with your 'Leave no Trace' and 'Clean 
Coasts' campaigns, and it sounds as though your Easter Artisan Fair was not only informative but also fun and a 
really nice social event. It is also noted that Foróige members are also involved, including with street cleaning and 
litter pick up.

Scoil Seamus Bearna has an impressive 8 flags, and this obviously shows the interest that students nowadays often 
take in the environment around them, and hopefully this will stay with them as they grow up and will lead to the next 
generation being just as involved in  the TidyTowns movement as well as wider environmental and climate issues. 
And it appears that secondary school students are just as involved with many taking part in the GAISCE President's 
Awards scheme. The local school also has a walk to school initiative, and also try to include sustainable practices 
where possible and reuse materials where you can, rather than replacing with new.

The stone planter with traditional lettering sign at Gort na Carraige was really lovely in a very subtle understated 
way, and the work on the walls around Cnoc Fraoigh are very sympathetic to the lovely stone walls to be found 
elsewhere in the town, and you state that as part of your 5 year plan you intend to rebuild some of the stone walls 
that have fallen into fields along the main road, a really worthwhile project. The majority of residential houses in the 
town are in very good condition and well maintained, with some very fine  looking houses with lovely landscaping, 
flower beds and hanging baskets.

On the day that I visited Bearna I noticed that the traffic through the town was very busy for it's size so the new 
pedestrian crossing is I hope helping to resolve that issue a bit with not only making the roads safer but also slowing 
down the speed of through traffic. The work that you have done on the stone village signs to clean them were noted 
and appreciated, and we wish you the best of luck with encouraging local businesses to opt for traditional 
handmade signage, these can greatly enhance the visual appeal of a village or town.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was my first visit to your lovely town, and it was a pleasure to visit it, and I look forward to visiting again in the 
future and seeing what further work that you have done, and best of luck with all your endeavours.


