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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you very much 
for your application to this year's competition and for providing so much useful additional material including a map, 
your Heritage Audit and Three Year Plan, and also thank you for identifying where your work ties in with the 
Sustainable Development Goals, this is greatly appreciated. There appears to be great community engagement with 
12 Committee members, but up to 43 additional volunteers, with support coming from organisations such as Galway 
County Council, the Men's Shed, CES Scheme, your Ladies Football Club and many others, as well as great work 
with including residents old and new into the fold. Well done on your work with Ballygar Carnival, it sounds like a 
fantastic event which contributes a lot to the community, and as you say, also a great way to create awareness on 
the environment and all that you are doing.
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Some fantastic work here to be seen as part of the Town Enhancement Scheme, very well done to all involved.
There are some really lovely premises to be found in the village, including Martina's giftware shope which has a 
lovely soft green colourway with very complementary planters in front of the window, The Bon Bon, Kenny's Bar with 
its eye catching red paint, The Elm Rest Bar and Lounge, J Curley's and Tierney's looked very smart as well. The 
mural on the gable end of Ballygar National School was marvelous, with its message of 'Friendship, Respect, 
Kindness, and Learning", and the planting at the sign for the school was most attractive. .There were some 
gorgeous combined circular planting and seating areas which looked beautiful. The Church and the area 
surrounding it was immaculate and well maintained, the Credit Union building was also very spruce and the Library 
looked lovely with soft green paint and charming pictures not to mention the planters with motivational phrases such 
as 'Bee Happy' with cute pictures, definitely a way to entice people in to use it.
In general, the information signage in the village was excellent with very smart 'finger' signs to the main public 
buildings such as The Courthouse, Church and Library, and the old phone booth complemented the area well. 
There was an information sign giving the history of Ballygar, that was very interesting, but the other side was blank, 
it would be a good spot to advertise all the work that you are doing, and maybe even entice some more volunteers 
to join you!.
The Heritage Audit is a fantastic idea and a great resource for you to utilise in your future work.
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You are lucky to have some lovely green spaces and amenity areas to be found within your village. There has been 
some lovely work done in the forest, including the new wheelchair accessible river bridge, new walking routes and 
signage, and seating, and the gazebo in the forest is fantastic for when the Irish weather turns as there is still some 
shelter to be found if you are caught out whilst on a walk. The Outdoor Recreation Scheme in Aghrane Forest is a 
great amenity for both locals and visitors alike. 
The Church Garden is a lovely spot and provides a nice shelter for wildlife, and the work on the Wildlife Garden is 
going well with plenty of pollinator friendly plants such as Holly, Pyracantha and Cotoneasters. The bird nesting 
boxes were spotted, but no Swallows to be seen on this visit alas, but it would be interesting if you did a wildlife or 
bird audit, if not already done so, perhaps the local schools could help?.
Fantastic work on the 'Páirc Shuaimhnis"  Park or of Relaxation as it has been christened by by your primary school 
children, and also on the work at the Diamond with the lovely pollinator friendly planters.
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some lovely work done in the forest, including the new wheelchair accessible river bridge, new walking routes and 
signage, and seating, and the gazebo in the forest is fantastic for when the Irish weather turns as there is still some 
shelter to be found if you are caught out whilst on a walk. The Outdoor Recreation Scheme in Aghrane Forest is a 
great amenity for both locals and visitors alike. 
The Church Garden is a lovely spot and provides a nice shelter for wildlife, and the work on the Wildlife Garden is 
going well with plenty of pollinator friendly plants such as Holly, Pyracantha and Cotoneasters. The bird nesting 
boxes were spotted, but no Swallows to be seen on this visit alas, but it would be interesting if you did a wildlife or 
bird audit, if not already done so, perhaps the local schools could help?.
Fantastic work on the 'Páirc Shuaimhnis"  Park or of Relaxation as it has been christened by by your primary school 
children, and also on the work at the Diamond with the lovely pollinator friendly planters.

There is a wealth of nature and rich biodiversity to be found within Ballygar and its environs, with the Bog area's 
designation as a Natural Heritage Area due to its rare and high value habitats, and great work on your promotion of 
the value of this area with various presentations by Coillte and environmental scientists on the bog restoration 
project as well as the flora and fauna to be found there as well as your work to help clean up and maintain the area.
Good work being done in this category with help from the Galway County Council Heritage Officer, workshops on 
biodiversity, talks and walks from an environmental scientist, as well as your work with Coillte, and your work on the 
management of your tree stock was noted and ensuring that what you plant is suitable and in keeping with the area. 
Also, plenty of pollinator plants to be found throughout your landscaping, planters, flower boxes, bedding etc., and 
the various fruit trees you have planted in the Orchard will add to this as they mature.

On the day that I visited, Ballygar was practically spotless, fantastic work being done in this area, and what is 
impressive is that you are not just focused on managing waste, but preventing it happening in the first place, with 
the water refill fountain, as well as reusable bottles and recycling bins that you have have ordered. The Recycling 
area was in good condition and very clean, and the work that you are doing with power washing is evident. I 
mentioned the finger signs earlier, they look very well, and we note that you are doing your best to cut down on 
visual clutter such as fly posting etc, and well done on the 'Mutt mitts' and raising awareness with dog owners of the 
problem of dog fouling.

A lot of work being done with local schools to promote recycling, gum disposal, and environmental awareness about 
litter, waste as well as the growing of plants and vegetables, really good to see. The water tank initiative is a great 
investment that will help ensure that you have water for your plants and flowers when you need it most, and 
hopefully this will encourage individuals to try and introduce rainwater harvesting for their own residential houses as 
well. Loads of other work being done to use natural methods as much as possible to grow your plants such as 
composting, recycled bark and tree mulch, the poly tunnel, as well as 'Nettle Juice' as fertiliser. Well done on 
organising your own collection of waste electrical materials, and on obtaining the energy efficient robotic mower for 
the playing pitch beside the Community Centre, it will be interesting to see hear how successful this 
is.Congratulations to Colaiste Mhuire Secondary School on their work for the Green Flag initiative, very impressive 
that they are working on their 9th one! I was particularly pleased to see the refillable water station, and hopefully this 
will be soon be the norm in all towns and villages across Ireland.

There were some very attractive residential units to be found in your village, including some lovely pastel painted 
houses on Market Square, and two lovely blue painted houses with bright yellow doors which were very striking also 
stood out. The hanging basket poles were admired and seem to being put to very good use at the moment. Like 
many towns and villages there is some dereliction but your efforts on the property on the High Street were noticed 
and this is the kind of work that can make such a difference to the visual enhancement of the village. The local 'best 
kept' competition for your residential areas must lead to a lot of good natured rivalry, and all the estates visited 
looked well, including  Forest View and the Plunkett Park estate, and Sycamore Court which was very well 
maintained and the planting at the stone sign looked very pretty, though did slightly obscure the sign, but a minor 
squibble, we also saw Turkington's beautifully kept house and garden.

The signs and planting as you enter Ballygar  look great, very smart and welcoming, in particular the Faílte go Béal 
Átha Gártha stone sign with its lovely traditional lettering and stone planter. All approach roads are very well 
maintained with verges cut to allow some space for wildflowers to grow. The only slight quibble I would have is the 
plethora of advertising signage in certain areas which create some visual clutter and detract a bit from the natural 
beauty of the area. The 'Long Acres' on your approach roads were noticed and appreciated, as was the new fence 
and footpath on the Kilmore Road. As you mention, there can be a lot of traffic through the village and it will be good 
to see if you can introduce some traffic calming measures to make the area safer and more enjoyable for all.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was an absolute pleasure to visit your lovely village, you are doing some fantastic work, and we wish you the best 
of luck in this year's competition and with all your future projects and endeavours.




