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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Shankill is welcomed to the Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition 2022.   Thank you for your application and 
attachments.  Shankill has a committee and a large number of volunteers working diligently to develop and enhance 
the village.  Meetings have generally been on line. The Tidy Towns group works closely with residents, community 
groups and businesses.  Coillte has been particularly supportive with over 10,000 saplings donated to the village.  
There is good interaction with all other agencies’, businesses and schools, too numerous to mention, who give 
advice and support with various projects.  Communication to the wider community is generally through social media.  
There is also a monthly magazine called SCAN, that you contribute to and which is distributed to over 3000 homes. 
Students participating in the Gaisce programme work with Tidy Towns group and volunteers. Transition students 
from Westbrook College help out with different projects such as nature walks, bird boxes and tree planting.  The 
remaining schools, local scouts and beavers also help out where possible. A community picnic, has now resumed 
after the pandemic, takes place annually at some place of historic interest and proves to be a good social occasion 
for the community. This year you have been doing work on a major project, which when developed will result in an 
excellent community amenity. The project being developed is a vacant site on Quinns road. Work on this site is 
ongoing.  Shankill is a suburb of Dublin but also has a village feel,  blending together urban and rural, with a strong 
sense of community spirit.  Since Shankill entered the competition twenty years ago, you see from your success, it 
has been continuously enhancing a strong sense of community spirit.   You have also enhanced the village with 
projects developed.  Your work has been recognized locally which is important.  As a result of your efforts Shankill is 
now a better place to live in, work and visit.  Keep up the good work.
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As you outline in your application Shankill has preserved a village atmosphere, this is certainly evident as you enter 
Shankill from the busy thoroughfares of Dublin. The streetscape with the many new and modern builds, blend with 
your heritage buildings, to give a unique and interesting streetscape. The main shopping area contains a number of 
well-presented buildings and the businesses are to be complimented on their presentation.  The planters to the front 
do soften the hard landscaping.  Parking however is at a premium in this area and was exceptional busy on day of 
adjudication. The number of Businesses together at the Barbeque Centre were also admired and they were a hive 
of activity.  St James Church Crinken was visited and was greatly admired on its presentation.  The grounds and 
surrounds were presented to a high standard.  St Anne’s Church was also admired.  Other buildings noted and 
admired were The Library, Rathmichael Parish School, Stonebridge Community Centre and the Park House.  These 
are all important building and part of the history of Shankill.  It will be great to see the Shanganagh Castle developed 
and converted for community use.  Hopefully this proposed development comes to fruition.  Shanganagh Park, is an 
important amenity for the Community, and an excellent space to have in the area.  The Wooden craved signs noted 
in the area were admired.  The Dart station was visited and it is noted that you do a considerably amount of work in 
this area.  It would be great if you could include in your application, before and after pictures, as this would give the 
adjudicator a full appreciation of your work.  It can also be good to see areas in other seasons, especially where 
spring bulbs and planting may appear.  Congratulations on your series of guided walks, more of these would be 
encouraged across a number of categories to raise awareness of your local heritage and protect it in future 
developments.  You have indicated a number of future projects and we look forward to seeing these in the future.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report
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Ref:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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important amenity for the Community, and an excellent space to have in the area.  The Wooden craved signs noted 
in the area were admired.  The Dart station was visited and it is noted that you do a considerably amount of work in 
this area.  It would be great if you could include in your application, before and after pictures, as this would give the 
adjudicator a full appreciation of your work.  It can also be good to see areas in other seasons, especially where 
spring bulbs and planting may appear.  Congratulations on your series of guided walks, more of these would be 
encouraged across a number of categories to raise awareness of your local heritage and protect it in future 
developments.  You have indicated a number of future projects and we look forward to seeing these in the future.

Shankill is fortunate on its scenic location with a number of mature parks and green areas for the community to 
appreciate and enjoy.  It is no wonder that Shankill is known as the green suburb.  Shankill Tidy Towns continue to 
enhance these parks with planting and maintenance. Planting includes native Irish trees, including fruit trees and 
areas of grass left for wildlife.  The park provide superb recreational facilities for all ages.  These include walks, 
playing fields and playgrounds.  There are smaller green areas also, with easy access for the community.  To 
celebrate and appreciate the heritage and origins of your village name, an area of ground has been transformed and 
will hopefully link The Dublin Mountain way walk to the village.  A bench with bilingual signage has been installed in 
Tillystown park.  It is positive to see more pollinator friendly planting being used in landscaping.  The bedding at St 
Anne’s Church roundabout is bright and colourful.  Hanging baskets, boxes on railings, window boxes and tiered 
planters were also admired.  These containers bring life to railings, gates and other areas, bringing colour and 
vibrancy to the streetscape. The old bins painted and used as planters is commended. The hard landscaping is also 
softened by superb planting.

In this category groups are asked to show how they appreciate and manage nature and biodiversity in their locality. 
Shankill Tidy Towns have joined with Shankill Action for a greener earth, on making a submission to the Council, on 
looking at reducing mowing and creating more wildflower meadows.  The All Ireland Pollinator Plan also 
recommends reduced mowing.  National Tree week in Shankill is celebrated with planting at various locations.  
Stonebridge Road is one of these locations, a popular walking area for the community.  Shankill have reached their 
target of planting a tree for every resident.  The village is continuing to plant more trees and have 10,000 saplings in 
soil ready to be planted, when all groups involved are available to do so.  Planting of fruit trees and natural 
wildflower meadows is important in all planting projects organised.  These are positive initiatives and will link in with 
your actions on climate change, under the guidance of climate change consultant, Ellen Hegarty.  The natural 
surroundings make a perfect location for wildlife.  It is little wonder that many different species of birds can be seen 
and heard in the village.  Bird and bat boxes have been erected and what is good to note is, that these nesting 
boxes are monitored.  There are many walking routes where the community and visitors to the village can enjoy the 
wildlife that exists in the area.  You are promoting these walks with brochures titled “Walking Shankill”.  Organising 
talks and walks to promote and create awareness of the nature and biodiversity of the area is recommended.  This 
helps you to appreciate and celebrate how important this is for the environment.  Networking with walking clubs and 
inviting them on organised walks is also a good way of promoting the area.

You have a very active group and number of volunteers involved in litter picking.  Having an Anti-Liter coordinator in 
place has to be an advantage.  You perform litter picks weekly and have teams that focus on specific areas. This 
would appear to be a very targeted approach. The provision of PPE and safety equipment to all volunteers is 
commended.  It is also commended that you segregate waste where possible.  Having teams in place also helps 
identify blackspots.  Have you noticed the amount of litter decreasing? Your targeted approach seems to be 
working, as on day of adjudication only a few pieces of litter were noted and this was fresh litter.  In a busy 
environment this is a great achievement.  Your approach on working to eliminate Graffiti is also applauded. It is 
noted in your application that you have moved away from using Glyphosate and similar products.  This is a positive 
step and you are working closely with the All Ireland Pollinator plan. This can require an enormous amount of work, 
to remove weed growth at kerbs manually, so targeting high traffic locations is probably the best approach.  Some 
weed growth was noted but you are working on this.  Some bollards needed painting, at the front of the shops, at 
main street.  Keep up the good work in your approach to dog fouling, as this was noted at some points throughout 
the area.

In this category groups are asked to show by their activities they are reducing waste in the area, with better 
management of their resources.  Shankill have a number of proposed projects to be developed.  There are also 
projects in progress, such as harvesting of rainwater.  There are a number of items such as bug hotels and a picnic 
bench made from old disused materials in the community.    Nesting boxes are also on this list of items.  The 
community are encouraged to walk and cycle with Shankill having a good cycle lane network. The schools are 
taking part in the Green School Programme, where the children will learn different ways of saving to help the 
environment. A master energy plan is being developed which will include definite proposals, large and small to help 
improve energy efficiency in homes throughout Shankill.  Help will be given to all households on the specific 
information needed, before making final details on what action to take. A survey was conducted on recycling 
behaviours and barriers, clarifying for the community what can be recycled. Keep up the good work in this category.

As you indicate in your application, Shankill is a large superb of Dublin and contains a high number of residential 
areas.  As a Tidy Towns group, you rely on the help and support of the residents to keep green areas and 
entrances.  The many residents of Shankill are to be complimented on the presentation of their homes to such a 
high standard. Do you have a best keep estate or area competition in place?  New Vale and Library Road were 
greatly admired. Green areas are well kept in the estates and housing areas, such as at Castle Farm.  Seafield was 
also greatly admired as were the gardens in this area. The many new builds and modern developments blend 
together and complement the natural surrounds and the beautiful location of Shankill.  The number of housing areas 
are far too many to name, but you are working together with the residents to ensure the area is presented to a high 
standard.  Good entrance signs were noted with superb landscaping.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



As you indicate in your application, Shankill is a large superb of Dublin and contains a high number of residential 
areas.  As a Tidy Towns group, you rely on the help and support of the residents to keep green areas and 
entrances.  The many residents of Shankill are to be complimented on the presentation of their homes to such a 
high standard. Do you have a best keep estate or area competition in place?  New Vale and Library Road were 
greatly admired. Green areas are well kept in the estates and housing areas, such as at Castle Farm.  Seafield was 
also greatly admired as were the gardens in this area. The many new builds and modern developments blend 
together and complement the natural surrounds and the beautiful location of Shankill.  The number of housing areas 
are far too many to name, but you are working together with the residents to ensure the area is presented to a high 
standard.  Good entrance signs were noted with superb landscaping.

The approach to any area allows set the tone and the expectations, so having a good approach is always important. 
On entering Shankill from the Loughlinstown side, the approach is very well presented. This trend continued for all 
approaches and gave a very welcoming feel to the area.  Your approach contained a mix of granite stone walls, 
trees and green areas, with areas left wild for wildlife.  You are doing good work to maintain the granite walls and 
keep them free of ivy. Bray Road with mature trees is a splendid setting.  Hopefully the new developments for this 
area sit and blend with the natural surroundings. The road to Shanganagh Cemetery is another beautiful setting, 
with the planting at the entrance to the Cemetery greatly admired.  Shanganagh Park is an excellent amenity for the 
community and was in good use on day of adjudication, with the walk and play area being well used.  Quinn’s Road 
was also admired and a usually feeling to end up on, what felt like a country lane. Castle Allotments is another 
excellent facility to have on your doorstep, do many of the community use this? The planters at the roundabouts 
were admired and these greatly enhanced and brightened these areas as did the planters throughout and on the 
railings. Keep up the good work in this category.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit and to adjudicate Shankill. You are making good progress in the competition and working 
on good positive projects.  This approach will continue to propel you forward in the competition.  Keep up the good 
work and you are wished continued success in the future.


