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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your completed application form which 
included photos, a map and your 5 Year Plan.  We see that you are a new community having first entered in 2021 
and we are delighted to welcome you back. We hope you find our reports useful with constructive criticism and 
helpful suggestions.  Your committee of five has an additional twenty who volunteer when a project needs extra 
hands. We were delighted to see that you have a dedicated email address and Facebook page as social media is 
important in spreading information about your activities in addition to traditional methods.   We note your plans to 
engage even more with the community and we approve. Inform the community of your existence and activities and 
who knows you may recruit new members particularly new residents who are often very willing to involve 
themselves in community activities. You list state and semi state organisations in addition to businesses and local 
community groups who support you. Engaging with the local authority is crucial and we recommend that you get to 
know the various departments – environment, heritage, conservation, sanitary services, roads, area engineer etc. 
We agree with you that the Tidy Towns activities highlight environmental issues and help to maintain an area for all 
to enjoy.
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Although you are a town, we have always considered Santry to be a village as the centre is quite compact.  Large 
housing estates, new apartment blocks in addition to small individually owned shops and the large Omni centre form 
the architectural character of Santry.  In addition, St Pappan’s CofI church and the RC chapel of Blessed Margaret 
Ball, both tucked away, add to the character of your town. Like every community you have dereliction and we see 
that you have successfully improved the derelict factory and managed to deter the graffiti artists by painting ‘Love 
You Community’ on the wall to the street.  We loved the painted utility boxes beside the derelict factory and the 
Welcome to Santry Village sign is in a prominent position.  Other utility boxes could also be painted but choose a 
theme that relates to your town rather than an arbitrary work of art. Have Dublin City Council served a derelict sites 
notice on the owner of the factory? This is something to investigate as to be derelict and in such a prominent 
position in your village/town is unfortunate as it detracts from the streetscape. We felt there was a lack of seats in 
Santry Park as on the day we visited all were occupied and we noted people looking for empty ones so that they 
could sit and rest.  Picnic benches are also needed. We noticed the toilet and baby changing facilities provided in 
the park – excellent. The building is modern and quite pleasant. The footbridge over the river and the monument are 
beautiful – we are surprised they are not included in the Buildings of Ireland Database.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

218
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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40

27

27

207

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 218

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

17/07/2022

 



What a wonderful community park you have right in the middle of your town. This large well-maintained park with a 
selection of mature trees, great areas of grass land, playgrounds, the artificial lake/pond and the river flowing along 
its boundary is quite beautiful.  We loved the grass cutting regime – large areas cut so that ball play can take place 
while other areas are left to grow to give insects, birds and mammals food and shelter.  Fingal County Council have 
engaged in tree planting which is excellent as some trees are quite mature and perhaps will need to be felled 
shortly. We particularly admired the mature evergreens standing proudly in a line in the large open area. There are 
a number of planters around the town but one confused us. At the corner pedestrian entrance to your park there are 
two areas which are ideal for permanent planting beds and yet a temporary planter was installed. Ask Fingal/DCC to 
plant in these empty planting beds – maybe it is a project already in the planning?

With trees, grass, shrubs and flowers in addition to having Santry Park with its pond and river and also being close 
to the open fields of north county Dublin you have habitats for nature all around you.  But you need to find out about 
these habitats in order to protect them.  The aim of this category is to encourage people to recognise, engage and 
celebrate the biodiversity and richness of the wildlife habitats in their surroundings. To promote biodiversity, we 
need to manage habitats in such a way that we provide food and shelter for our fauna and a place to grow and 
thrive for our flora. It is important to promote an awareness and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local 
wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is 
more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. Try to list the trees, plants and animals to be found around your 
town and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This information can be fun to gather 
and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through holding events such as tree walks 
or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information. Also have a look at Heritage Council (2004) 
Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages – a guide for local community groups. You can also 
encourage the community to grow pollinator friendly flowers in their gardens from now on.  Have a look at the 
website http://www.biodiversityireland.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf for ideas.  We encourage you 
to advance the water testing which you commenced in the river and pond and hopefully next time the pollution level 
will have decreased.

For a busy area we are delighted to report that Santry was quite clean and we noticed only a very small amount of 
litter. Unfortunately, the same can’t be said for weed growth. We noticed weeds at kerbs, along the base of walls 
and in open gravel and cobblelock areas which gave the town an unkempt feel.  We suggest that the litter pick up 
volunteers also become weed removal volunteers.  Ask them to bring a hoe or wire brush and to also remove weed 
growth.  The gravel and cobblelock areas can be sprayed with organic weed killer or a mix of vinegar, salt and 
washing up liquid.  Briar growth also needs to be cut back as it is impacting on some footpaths. Lower the Better 
Ballymun History Trail sign on the railings to Santry Demesne – it’s intrusive and doesn’t need to be. Don’t be 
tempted to put it on the piers, as piers and gates are a very important architectural feature and should NEVER have 
signs attached (the stone plaques are perfect).  There were plenty of litter bins around Santry Park which ensures, 
hopefully, that they are used by visitors.  On the day we were there, the park was almost litter free.  We see that you 
are involved in cleaning up Santry River and that you removed a considerable amount of debris - shopping trolleys, 
fire extinguishers, tyres, heater, clothing.  The distance you covered was from the Old Ballymun Road park gate up 
to the pond and the Morton Stadium side of Santry Park.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste. This category is about tackling the growing waste 
mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global 
and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. Educating both young and 
old in Sustainability – doing more with less is crucial. Last year’s adjudicators gave you a list of actions/projects to 
undertake in this category. Have you examined the possibility of doing any of them?  It is recommended that you get 
the basics right and focus on simple but effective measures. For example, you could make your own compost for 
use in your landscaping schemes as this avoids all of the associated packaging and other waste that comes with 
shop bought fertilisers. Get a leaf cage in your garden where you will gather leaves for leaf mulch. Growing your 
own pollinator friendly plants, harvesting your own seeds or sourcing donations of plants from keen local gardeners 
is recommended as this also avoids the waste associated with shop bought varieties. Consider harvesting rainwater 
in order to avoid using treated water when maintaining your planters. This is a simple process which involves 
placing a water butt on a downpipe to capture rainwater. Using waste or surplus products (like timber) to make 
planters are other items like bird boxes and seating benches is also encouraged. Avoiding chemically based 
pesticides in favour of weeding by hand or naturally based alternatives should also be considered. The water refill 
station at the entrance to Santry Park was noticed – we love to see these installed in parks and in busy 
plaza/pedestrian locations.

The housing stock of Santry is primarily that of mature semi-detached houses in estates built in the 1940’s, 1950’s 
and 1960’s.  In the last few years numerous apartment developments have been built along Swords Road and in 
Northwood which has dramatically increased the population of your area. We loved the communal green space on 
the entrance to the small Bailtíní Sheantraibh estate.  Mature trees are set behind the railings and swaths of grass 
have been left long to provide food for our insects and ground cover for our small mammals. The mature horse 
chestnut at the entrance is spectacular.  There are many small estates with pedestrian links to other estates which 
we admired - Oak Park Grove, Schoolhouse Lane, Magenta Crescent etc.  We are delighted that you are involved 
with the various residents’ associations and this will advance your work. The support of the residents’ associations 
is crucial in a large community and we are delighted that you have built up a good relationship with these groups.  
We see that the Don’t Mow let it Grow initiative is now part of the residents’ associations regime for communal open 
spaces. Now you just have to make it part of the individual gardeners’ regime.  Have you a Best Kept Small Estate 
and Best Kept Large Estate Competition?  This gentle rivalry is healthy and encourages residents to become 
involved in their estates. Certificates are the prizes and the social event can have the local press present which 
gives you and the winners publicity.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



the entrance to the small Bailtíní Sheantraibh estate.  Mature trees are set behind the railings and swaths of grass 
have been left long to provide food for our insects and ground cover for our small mammals. The mature horse 
chestnut at the entrance is spectacular.  There are many small estates with pedestrian links to other estates which 
we admired - Oak Park Grove, Schoolhouse Lane, Magenta Crescent etc.  We are delighted that you are involved 
with the various residents’ associations and this will advance your work. The support of the residents’ associations 
is crucial in a large community and we are delighted that you have built up a good relationship with these groups.  
We see that the Don’t Mow let it Grow initiative is now part of the residents’ associations regime for communal open 
spaces. Now you just have to make it part of the individual gardeners’ regime.  Have you a Best Kept Small Estate 
and Best Kept Large Estate Competition?  This gentle rivalry is healthy and encourages residents to become 
involved in their estates. Certificates are the prizes and the social event can have the local press present which 
gives you and the winners publicity.

Some recent road repairs have been carried out and we were surprised (and delighted) to see concrete rather than 
tarmacadam had been used.  There have also been repairs carried out to pavements which looked good. We noted 
that dipped paving had been installed at road junctions we assume this is an ongoing project and you will have them 
installed at all road junctions which will give wheelchair/mobility scooter users and those pushing buggies as well as 
small children on bicycles an easier route.  The cycleways are a little haphazard – they stop and start making it 
slightly dangerous for cyclists on your very busy roads.  The pedestrian islands in the centre of the road needs to 
have the black and yellow paint redone. Pedestrians need to feel safe and the motorists need to be aware of road 
edges so this is urgently required.  We look froward to reading about the advancement of the Santry Riverway to the 
Clontarf Greenway route for cyclists and pedestrians.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting Santry and seeing the success of the work undertaken.  Try to advance the various categories 
in your community.  We suggest you consult the Tidy Towns Handbook which has been revised. It is available to 
download from the Tidy Towns website and it includes plenty of suggestions for suitable projects to consider under 
the various categories.
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


