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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

You have a good-sized committee that meets every month. You have good links with resident groups and you have 
volunteers who lead on specific areas, whether it's a street where they live or a specific judging category such as 
sustainability. 

Networking -and support from other groups is important. So we acknowledge the support received over the last 12 
months from Rathcoole Community Council, Phobal, Parks staff of South Dublin County Council and local 
businesses in particular The Sandman and Muldowney’s.  Many people may not realise the extent of the work of 
volunteers like yourself attending meetings, securing support and liaising across the community.  

Communication is important. It shows you are open about your work, and it can maybe encourage more volunteers 
to get involved.  We loved your newsletter with pictures of lots of helping TY students.  Your Facebook page was up 
to date and included many pictures of your volunteers. Again we were impressed with the level of support and the 
action of your volunteers –you were even sampling water quality in watercourses in Rathcoole. 

Despite the covid-19 restrictions you were able to make submissions and attend meetings to input into the 
development of the 2020 to 2028 Development Plan.  This is important and you're commended for this.
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The many heritage buildings on your main street are recognised and protected through the designation of the street 
as an Architectural Conservation Area.  As such, it was good to read the heritage notice board by the Church of 
Ireland about the history of some of these buildings.  We were sad to learn about the two locals who were executed 
in Rathcoole as part of the 1798 Rebellion.  The boundary wall here was nicely painted so thank you to your 
volunteers for this.  

You also advertised here your historical trail of Rathcoole.  Perhaps discreet QR code labels could be provided at 
different historical buildings and sites?  This would allow users to view the website information via their mobile 
phones whilst they are exploring Rathcoole.  

It is exciting that the Courthouse is to be redeveloped into a community space and we look forward to seeing this. 
Congratulations to all who helped make this happen.  

The shopping centre has been transformed since your adjudicator last visited Rathcoole and looks really well. New 
signage, road layout and lovely pollinators from planting makes a great difference here.  

The Garda Station was freshly painted and had lovely window boxes on display. Muldowney's pub looks lovely with 
nice floral displays.   The planted beds at the entrance to the community centre also kept well.  There are some 
derelict properties on the Main Street and we wondered if these are on the Councils register of derelict sites? There 
was an electricity substation that could be painted in striking colours or would be ideal for a fun mural.  

The Rathcoole Community buildings were kept well – nicely painted and the grounds looked well.  The club house 
at Rathcoole Football Club also looked good. 

When your adjudicator with visiting we saw six or more of your volunteers, all wearing your promotional hi-vis vests, 
busy painting the hoarding of a derelict site.  This voluntary action is what Tidy Towns is about and we cannot thank 
you enough, and your community thanks you, for all your hard work.
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The shopping centre has been transformed since your adjudicator last visited Rathcoole and looks really well. New 
signage, road layout and lovely pollinators from planting makes a great difference here.  

The Garda Station was freshly painted and had lovely window boxes on display. Muldowney's pub looks lovely with 
nice floral displays.   The planted beds at the entrance to the community centre also kept well.  There are some 
derelict properties on the Main Street and we wondered if these are on the Councils register of derelict sites? There 
was an electricity substation that could be painted in striking colours or would be ideal for a fun mural.  

The Rathcoole Community buildings were kept well – nicely painted and the grounds looked well.  The club house 
at Rathcoole Football Club also looked good. 

When your adjudicator with visiting we saw six or more of your volunteers, all wearing your promotional hi-vis vests, 
busy painting the hoarding of a derelict site.  This voluntary action is what Tidy Towns is about and we cannot thank 
you enough, and your community thanks you, for all your hard work.

It was great to read and see that you have undertaken to plant pollinator flowers in most of your landscaping 
schemes including at the Community Centre and along the church wall.  

Well done on approaching Tesco who have also followed your example and  added more pollinator friendly plants to 
their flower beds which looks lovely.  The photographs included in your submission show the big voluntary effort put 
into this category of the competition. 

This year you were proactive in moving some of your planters and plants away from the front of the courthouse so 
that they could be enjoyed elsewhere.  Good job too as it was all busy at the Courthouse with the renovations! 

You do not use any insecticides in your work so congratulation to the volunteers who have kept the streets 
weed-free.  Mulching at the base of street trees might also help reduce weeds and save on your water usage.

Rathcoole is exceptionally fortunate to have woodlands available for the public to enjoy.  These woods contain 
habitats that are so unusual that they are designated as being of EU importance.   You're working to ensure they 
are protected and preserved.  You have organised public walks and talks and have raised awareness of the 
importance of this site and have even commissioned surveys to assess the latest status of the woodlands. This is all 
highly commendable, and these are of such importance.

Congratulations on taking part in a lot of training sessions and activity to learn about assessing the water quality.  
You have been trained to safely carry out kick sampling to see how the insects in a water body can indicate its 
quality.  Such citizen science projects are really important and ties in with the United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals ‘6 unclean water’ and ‘14 life below water’. 

It is important to record the wildlife and habitats across our country as changes in their status could be an indication 
of pressures they face.  It was great that some of your local volunteers not only record the different species of fauna 
and flora observed but they submit this to the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC).  
https://biodiversityireland.ie/.
Each year NBDC run different citizen science projects such as the hedgehog survey which might interest school 
children and families.

Well done to all your many volunteers who helped with your Spring Clean in March.  You could build on this next 
year by offering refreshments to volunteers and advertising a start and end time to activities.  Don't forget to collect 
contact details so you can keep people updated with your future activities (subject to GDPR of course). 

It was also good to read that local shops have helped with regards to litter.  Clever rooks (members of the crow 
family) in Rathcoole were tearing apart bags of litter overnight to help themselves to food. This had been resulting in 
litter spilling onto the streets.  Thanks to evasive actions of shopkeepers this is no longer an issue – the bags are 
left out in the morning just before collection instead.

Cable ties and summer planning notices on posts were noticed in some places and should be removed. 

One area of minor littering that would be worth linking in with the street sweeper is where debris has accumulated 
along kerb edges or at car parking spaces. Maybe you could liaise with the road sweepers and businesses so that 
debris is swept out onto the road just before the sweeper arrives? 

Outside your direct control but something that you can lobby for is the need to enhance your sewage vent pipe.  
Rather than simply replace these could they be painted with anti-rust paint?

Well done to Holy Family National School and Rathcoole Educate Together National School in growing their own 
potatoes and carrots.  Such simple activities should help children consider the benefits of home growing or buying 
local produce and reducing food miles.  Did they taste better? 

This is one of many actions you are advocating in this adjudication category.  Drinking water is provided at the 
fountain powered by solar energy.  Perhaps you can get a grant for some refillable water bottles with your logo on 
them? 

Transport is a consideration here so promotion of bus links and fares and timetables would be important.  We didn't 
see any bus timetables at the bus stops.   Have you good cycle parking facilities to encourage residents to cycle into 
the centre of the village? 

We like the new mini library inside the Garda station as well. It might be worth adding a sign explaining to the public 
that they can swap books here.   

Like the football club, have many other community buildings or schools got solar panels or other energy saving 
devices? SEAI have community grants that can help.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



Well done to all your many volunteers who helped with your Spring Clean in March.  You could build on this next 
year by offering refreshments to volunteers and advertising a start and end time to activities.  Don't forget to collect 
contact details so you can keep people updated with your future activities (subject to GDPR of course). 

It was also good to read that local shops have helped with regards to litter.  Clever rooks (members of the crow 
family) in Rathcoole were tearing apart bags of litter overnight to help themselves to food. This had been resulting in 
litter spilling onto the streets.  Thanks to evasive actions of shopkeepers this is no longer an issue – the bags are 
left out in the morning just before collection instead.

Cable ties and summer planning notices on posts were noticed in some places and should be removed. 

One area of minor littering that would be worth linking in with the street sweeper is where debris has accumulated 
along kerb edges or at car parking spaces. Maybe you could liaise with the road sweepers and businesses so that 
debris is swept out onto the road just before the sweeper arrives? 

Outside your direct control but something that you can lobby for is the need to enhance your sewage vent pipe.  
Rather than simply replace these could they be painted with anti-rust paint?

Homes on the Main Street looked well including Philomena's with its lovely hanging baskets.  With many housing 
estates in the area, it'd be important to encourage safe cycling, walking, and use of scooters in Rathcoole. Have you 
considered doing a permeability survey to see how easy it is to get around using these forms of transport?

Floral window display at An Poitin still looked attractive to passing traffic.  Name stones clean and nicely maintained.  
Landscaping and flowers planted in beds at junctions looked great, making a good impact to those passing.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We were so impressed with the volunteers of Rathcoole.  Arriving on adjudication day there was an army of you in 
your hi-visibility vests out working hard.  Since this adjudicator’s last visit Rathcoole has greatly improved – 
businesses, community buildings and homes all looked well.  Your volunteers are putting a lot of effort into wildlife 
and sustainability categories of this competition.  You should all be very proud of your efforts and successes over 
the last 12 months.


