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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your completed application form, 
including photos, and for you map and Biodiversity document. Your committee of twenty five has residents’ 
associations and other voluntary groups who assist with litter pick-up, weed removal and when a project needs extra 
hands. We were delighted to see that you have a dedicated email address, website, Facebook page and Twitter 
account as social media is important in spreading information about your activities in addition to traditional methods. 
We were happy to see that all social media sites are being updated regularly as this is important if you are to retain 
your followers.  You list a large number of state and semi state organisations in addition to businesses and local 
community groups who support you.  You have entered the Tidy Towns competition since 1996 and have had 
excellent results, winning your sixth Bronze Medal in 2021. This is no mean feat, so we congratulate you on your 
success.  We noted your responses to the queries raised in the 2021 adjudicators’ report.  See Concluding Remarks 
for advice on filling in the Tidy Towns Application form and referencing your map.
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Although you are entering in the ‘town’s’ section of this competition we have always considered Raheny to be a 
‘village’ due to the strong centre with its linking roads. The core is quite compact, and consists of commercial and 
business premises intermingled with some residential, and with the imposing Our Lady Mother of Divine Grace RC 
church, the disused St Assam’s RC church and the   and old graveyard and roofless CofI St. Assam’s church adding 
to its architectural character.  We loved that the ‘worker’s cottages’ along various roads still retain their original 
features and with other historic buildings All Saint’s CofI church, Raheny House, and the old CofI Raheny National 
School, Raheny’s architectural character gains merit.  We note the work on the Historic Graveyard project including 
recording the graves and the talks. The painted utility boxes looked good – we loved Raheny Rocks. If you are 
continuing with this, we suggest that you organise the painting to have an historical, personal, architectural, religious 
(St. Assam?) etc. theme which relates specifically to Raheny.  We liked the Raheny Way and giving a time frame for 
the walk is excellent, as the visitor to your area needs to know this.  The work to Watermill Road is excellent and 
this important access route has now been improved.  We noted the various other projects maintained by your 
committee and volunteers.
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St. Anne’s Public Park with its famous rose garden, woodlands, parkland, water features, playing fields, tennis 
courts and children’s playground is a wonderful asset to the Raheny community.  You also have All Saint’s Park, 
Rectory Park, other green communal spaces and private spaces associated with schools and religious 
establishments. There is a very pleasant tree line walk linking the residents of St Anne’s Avenue with St. Anne’s 
Park. You have quite a number of trees along the street scape in the centre but truthfully there are many other areas 
which would benefit from tree planting.  The main structural elements in the landscape and one of the main 
structural elements in a streetscape are trees.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and 
wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, you help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the 
appearance of your community and increase the value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, 
food for insects and food roosting sites and nesting sites for birds.  We recommend that you do an audit of the roads 
and see where trees could be planted. DCC have undertaken this in other areas in the city so maybe you too are in 
line for this landscaping upgrade?  We admired the trees and floral arrangements on the island at the old graveyard 
– add a few more seats to make this area more pedestrian friendly.  The planted area at top of Watermill Road is 
particularly pleasant.  We loved the old railings and the tree grouping behind.  The ground plants are competing a 
little with the trees for nutrients but we were delighted to see that bark mulch had been used. Mulch reduces the 
need for watering, protects the bare soil, creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for many important 
creatures. We also admired the planting along Watermill Road. We noted the various planters and while we admired 
them, we are not in favour of planters and prefer to see plants in the ground in permanent beds The guideline for 
plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible and then only as a focal 
point to add drama to that area. They should not in themselves attract any notice.  You have numbered the amount 
of flower beds, planter, hanging baskets, etc which you maintain with DCC – impressive.
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courts and children’s playground is a wonderful asset to the Raheny community.  You also have All Saint’s Park, 
Rectory Park, other green communal spaces and private spaces associated with schools and religious 
establishments. There is a very pleasant tree line walk linking the residents of St Anne’s Avenue with St. Anne’s 
Park. You have quite a number of trees along the street scape in the centre but truthfully there are many other areas 
which would benefit from tree planting.  The main structural elements in the landscape and one of the main 
structural elements in a streetscape are trees.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and 
wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, you help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the 
appearance of your community and increase the value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, 
food for insects and food roosting sites and nesting sites for birds.  We recommend that you do an audit of the roads 
and see where trees could be planted. DCC have undertaken this in other areas in the city so maybe you too are in 
line for this landscaping upgrade?  We admired the trees and floral arrangements on the island at the old graveyard 
– add a few more seats to make this area more pedestrian friendly.  The planted area at top of Watermill Road is 
particularly pleasant.  We loved the old railings and the tree grouping behind.  The ground plants are competing a 
little with the trees for nutrients but we were delighted to see that bark mulch had been used. Mulch reduces the 
need for watering, protects the bare soil, creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for many important 
creatures. We also admired the planting along Watermill Road. We noted the various planters and while we admired 
them, we are not in favour of planters and prefer to see plants in the ground in permanent beds The guideline for 
plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible and then only as a focal 
point to add drama to that area. They should not in themselves attract any notice.  You have numbered the amount 
of flower beds, planter, hanging baskets, etc which you maintain with DCC – impressive.

The focal point of UNESCO’s Dublin Bay Biosphere is on your doorstep – the North Bull Island – with its sandy 
beaches, dunes, mud flats, grasslands and rare wildflowers.  The balance of protecting this unique area with 
recreational use is challenging and must be carefully monitored.  While we are generally against planting flowers are 
the base of trees, we admired the planting of the flowers of varying heights and colour at the base of the tree in the 
church grounds. It works here as the light penetrates through the leaves of the tree and allows the flowers to bloom. 
We complement you on the various pollinator-friendly planting beds - at the library, Windmill Road etc. The Bee 
Friendly signs are a bit of fun – compliments to the students.  While we liked the signs painted by the school 
children which were attached to the railing at Windmill Park, we suggest that they are all attached in one (or 
possible two) vertical rows which will allow the area to be seen rather than being blocked by signage.  Remember 
signage is clutter in the streetscape.  The bee hotel, bird boxes etc were noticed – great interest for small children.   
The area in front of the Wee Chuckles beautifully planted boat is also stunning. A great variety of clover and other 
wild flowers were blooming when we visited and we noticed many happy pollinators. The Raheny BAP is a great 
document and has guidelines with plenty of ideas for you under this category so we look forward to seeing some of 
these realised. Put them into your 5-Year Plan with dates and partners whom you will consult.  We read you are 
attempting to encourage others to join you in mapping the pollination zones and corridors in your neighbourhood so 
that you can identify gaps to focus on in the years ahead. Why are you having a problem with this? The spring 
planting was noted and we are delighted to see that you are taking care of the early pollinators who need our help.

We assume that you encourage the community to become involved in Team Dublin Clean-Up Day and in An 
Taisce’s ‘National Spring Clean’ as this will let them see the amount of litter, weeds and fly-tipping that accumulates 
over a winter and hopefully encourage them not to throw litter.  With the busy Howth Road passing through the 
village in addition to the main access route to Bull Island you have quite a job to keep Raheny litter free. We are 
delighted to report that there was very little litter when we visited and weed growth was only seen in a few locations 
so please commend your litter pick-up and weed-removal team.  One of the areas where weed growth was 
particularly noticeable was on the cobble stones at the Crescent Cottages which detracted somewhat from their 
beauty.  Weeds can be sprayed using organic weed killer or with a mix of salt, vinegar and washing up liquid. Is it 
possible to organise a communal bin area for these residents as the groups of wheelie bins in front of each house 
was unpleasant – something to check with DCC.  We see you tidied up St. Michael’s House Garden so that 
students and staff can now enjoy it. The bring banks were clean and fairly tidy – a few carboard boxes and plastic 
bags had been recently left and we are sure this would have been removed quickly by one of your volunteers.  We 
love that you are “Reclaiming Our Footpaths” as within a few years, grass encroaches on the hard surfaces making 
the paths narrow and unpleasant. To date you have successfully reclaimed quite a number which you list. We 
noticed a few community notices attached to railings, lampposts etc which are clutter.  We recommend that you 
approach the area engineer in DCC and request that a 2.4m x 2.4m Community Notice Board, painted black, be put 
in a central location in the village.  All community posters are restricted to these boards and then all ‘illegal’ posters 
which are attached to posts, fences etc around the village are removed as soon as they are noticed.  Remove all 
obsolete poles and duplicate road name signs.

The Saturday farmer’s market in St. Anne’s Park has grown from strength to strength with locals setting up stalls 
and selling their products.  We suggest you set up a stall here to promote your profile and show pictures of the work 
undertaken by the volunteers.  Indeed, print out your Tidy Towns Application Form and have it on display along with 
your various winning trophies and certificates.  You have undertaken new projects in this category – seed swap, 
composting workshop and water project talk to students. You have changed your planting to make them more 
sustainable, which we admire. We noted that you are now trying to grow from cuttings or from seed which will 
reduce waste associated with shop bought varieties. The water butt at the scouts group hall was noted.  Are there 
others attached to public buildings as we didn’t spot any?  You mention that you remove the grass sods from the 
paths and put them into compost but didn’t tell us where your compost area(s) are located. Have you a community 
garden with a compost area? Is this St. Anne’s Park allotments? The leaf mulch project is admired and we see that 
composting areas for leaf collection are located centrally. ESB fast charge points for electric cars are becoming a 
normal sight in our towns and villages – enquire about having one installed in Raheny.  We looked for a water refill 
station around the centre of the village but didn’t see one.  As the area has a large foot fall these should be located 
at numerous points around the streets and also at the entrance to St. Anne’s Park. There are many other ways to 
advance in this category and we suggest that you examine the website  http://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sustainable-Waste-and-Resource-Management.pdf which may give you some 
ideas.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



was unpleasant – something to check with DCC.  We see you tidied up St. Michael’s House Garden so that 
students and staff can now enjoy it. The bring banks were clean and fairly tidy – a few carboard boxes and plastic 
bags had been recently left and we are sure this would have been removed quickly by one of your volunteers.  We 
love that you are “Reclaiming Our Footpaths” as within a few years, grass encroaches on the hard surfaces making 
the paths narrow and unpleasant. To date you have successfully reclaimed quite a number which you list. We 
noticed a few community notices attached to railings, lampposts etc which are clutter.  We recommend that you 
approach the area engineer in DCC and request that a 2.4m x 2.4m Community Notice Board, painted black, be put 
in a central location in the village.  All community posters are restricted to these boards and then all ‘illegal’ posters 
which are attached to posts, fences etc around the village are removed as soon as they are noticed.  Remove all 
obsolete poles and duplicate road name signs.

In addition to the centra residential core of Raheny you have a large number of 1940’s, 1950’s and 1960’s housing 
estates and more recently apartment buildings have been added to your residential housing numbers. The sweep of 
the crescent cottage is beautiful and we loved that the residents have retained these as a unit which adds to the 
architectural merit of the centre of Raheny. We are in favour of pedestrian linkages between housing estates and 
were delighted to note that you have quite a few in Raheny. We note that you are aiming to improve the entrances 
to the various housing estates, which is commendable.  This will give each area an identity which they require. We 
read that there are a number of active residents’ associations in Raheny which provide an additional resource to the 
Tidy Towns Committee.  These groups maintain their individual estates and open areas. The support of the 
residents’ associations is crucial in a large community and we are delighted that you have built up a good 
relationship with these groups.  Please commend the residents of Maywood, St Assam’s, The Meadows, Avondale 
Park, Lough Derg, Rathmore Park, Maywood/Bettyglen, Watermill Road, and Ashcroft for their commitment. We 
agree with the 2021 adjudicator who recommended a Best Kept Small Estate and Best Kept Large Estate 
Competition.  If you feel you haven’t got the expertise you could ask for Tidy Towns volunteers from adjoining 
towns/villages to for a judging panel. This gentle rivalry is healthy and encourages residents to become involved in 
their estates.  Framed certificates are the prizes as well as a small plaque which can be displayed in the public open 
space. Winners announced at a social event attended by the press for added publicity.

You have five distinct approach roads to Raheny all converging on the village centre.  We loved that there is 
considerable paving in this central area which makes this a civic plaza, pleasant for the pedestrians. We wonder if it 
could become even more pedestrian friendly by narrowing some roads, building wider pavements and addition trees 
and extra seats?  A lot of space seems to be given to the car and we have seen in other communities where the 
Local Authority are revisiting their road networks and particularly road junctions such as yours.  The seats were all in 
use on the day we visited so seating is certainly lacking in the village core.  For an area close to the Dublin Howth 
cycle route, we felt there was a lack of bike parking in the village.  Have you noticed this is a problem?  Footpaths 
have been repaired in quite a few locations which looked good – concrete well laid.  Some had dipped paving at 
road junctions which will allow wheelchair /mobility scooter users in addition to people pushing buggies and small 
children on bicycles to cross the roads with ease. We loved the Nun’s Walk – we got a little confused but a local 
resident showed it to us and explained the history. We admired the yellow and black freshly painted kerb stones.  
We are totally in favour of this form of road traffic management as it quickly warns the motorist of the road edge 
giving extra protection to the pedestrian.  We wish it would be undertaken at all road junctions, traffic islands and 
medians as we’ve seen in other countries.  We also love that DCC paint coloured circles on the road in the vicinity 
of schools – more notification for the motorists to reduce speed and protect pedestrians.  The walkway by the river 
was visited – we look froward to this becoming a Greenway linking you to Santry.  The viewing areas over the river 
are great – well done DCC engineers on the foresight in this.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We have visited Raheny many times but this time as an adjudicator we had a more critical view and thoroughly 
enjoyed what we saw …. well done. 
In terms of your Tidy Town’s application form you will have seen that this year we requested that applicants would 
number their projects as, new projects (N), or improved/maintained projects (M) and all ‘future’ projects should only 
be included in your 5-Year Plan and NOT in the Application Form. You are to give each action/project a number as 
New (N1, N2, N3 etc.) or Maintained (M1, M2, M3 etc).  This same numbering system to be used to indicate the 
locations of these projects on a map – N1, N2, N3 etc and M1, M2, M3 etc. This is to help the adjudicators to 
negotiate their way around your town and see the various projects or locations of projects.  Needless to say, 
attendance at seminars etc. will not be marked on a map …. but then they never were.  We wish to state that this is 
not a criticism of your work but to explain to you that as adjudicators we rely on a clear application form and 
accompanying map to inform us of your projects and make our visit rewarding.   We would appreciate if these points 
could be taken into consideration when preparing your 2023 application. 
In addition, put a boundary line around the extent of the area you wish the adjudicators to visit. 

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


