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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to the 7 members of your committee and the 10 volunteers who help you out. We are delighted that you 
have returned to the competition following year first entry in 2021. It is pleasing to see that there are connections in 
place with Fingal County Council and Department of Community and Rural Development (among others) and we 
urge you to maintain these links going forward. We are glad to see that local businesses such as Rushbrook 
Nurseries, the Brook Pub, Fingal Garden Machinery and the Progressive Credit Union also provide you with 
sponsorship as this demonstrates that they appreciate and value the great work that you are doing for your area. 
Well done on building up a social media presence through Facebook and we would encourage you to also consider 
publicizing your activities and projects through traditional communication mediums such as posters, notices and 
Church announcements. It is pleasing to see that 3 teenagers are involved in your work but be sure to make contact 
with the local school to see if they are interested in collaborating on projects under the landscaping and green 
spaces, nature and biodiversity and sustainability categories. Thank you for your completed entry form and map as 
they assisted us during our visit to your lovely village. We recommend that a key is included on the map that you 
submit with your entry form next year.
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With its attractive buildings, well maintained green areas and eye catching coastal setting, Portrane proved to be an 
interesting and enjoyable place to visit. Well done to the owners and occupiers of the commercial buildings in the 
village as they all looked well during adjudication. The Brook is an attractive building and the colourful cascading 
bedding plants that adorn the front of this property further enhance its appearance. Both Pipers and the shop look 
well. The Old Church and the Graveyard were viewed with interest as they provide a distinctive feature for your 
village. We note from your entry form that there is a future project planned to provide signage on walks and heritage 
sites in the village and it is hoped that some information signage can be positioned at the Old Church. Be sure to 
keep us up to date on this exciting proposal next year. It is great to see that the public areas in Portane are so well 
kept. The central anchor feature (the Tayleur Monument) is a pleasant focal point for the Village Green and it was 
enhanced by the bedding plants in the brick planters which provided bright summer colours. The addition of seating 
areas has further improved this pleasant space. The outdoor gym is considered to be a valuable amenity and we 
were glad to see that this area is also very well maintained. The committee and volunteers are commended on the 
fine work that has been done to improve the appearance of the derelict cottage and for sprucing up the area at the 
bus stop (St. Itas Wall) with a fresh coat of paint and a shrub bed.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 229

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

12/07/2022

 



A range of attractive planting schemes were on display in Portrane during adjudication. The landscaping to be found 
around the entrance to Seaview was a highlight. The planted boat was most impressive with its varied pollinator 
friendly plant species that included abundant clumps of lavender. The cascading floral displays with their warm 
summer colours also drew positive attention. High quality landscaping was also visible at Longstone Park. The 
combination of shrubs and summer bedding plants visible around the attractive entrance name stone was lovely and 
we are delighted to see that cherry blossoms have been planted along the green space here. Thank you for 
providing a photo of the daffodils in full bloom with your entry form – and there is no doubt that they look very well. 
Give some consideration to providing a mix of spring bulbs (to include alliums, crocus and snowdrops) in 2023 as 
these pollen rich varieties will add colour as well as boost early season sources of food for hungry pollinators! 
Landscaping has been used to good effect in the central village green with attractive box planting seen at the new 
seating area and in the brick planters at the Tayleur monument. Consider mixing up these schemes by adding 
pollen rich plant varieties such as lavender and sage – both of which are suitable for planting in pots and planters. 
Well done on achieving a good diversity of plant species in the bed at the Burrow road name sign. The committee 
and volunteers are commended on the care and attention that has been shown to the Rowan tree which has had its 
ivy removed. The addition of a new shrub bed to St Itas wall is appreciated while the natural stone bed at Collins 
Cottage looked very well.

We are delighted to read that the publication of a biodiversity action plan for your village is imminent and we look 
forward to hearing more details on this in your entry form next year. Once the biodiversity action plan is published, it 
is recommended that your committee should meet with your local school and other youth groups to see if they would 
be interested in either getting involved in or taking on some of the biodiversity actions that are identified. We note 
from your entry form that due to its coastal location, a large section of your village is part of a Special Protection 
Area (SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and we would be interested to hear if information signage on 
these important natural heritage areas is in place or expected to be provided? Noting that it is proposed to set up a 
walk that links up the heritage sites in the village, we wondered if there are any plans to include information signage 
and viewing points of the SPA or SAC on the walk? We are glad to see that your committee takes an active role in 
the coastal liaison group (that has been set up by Fingal County Council) and we urge you to keep this up. Don't 
forget that your committee and volunteers can make a positive difference to biodiversity by selecting pollinator 
friendly plant species for your landscaping schemes. While we are pleased to see that your committee have started 
to take this recommendation on board by sowing pollen rich plants in various locations in your village, try and 
ensure that pollinator friendly varieties are included in all of your schemes from now on. We were pleased to see 
that a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approach was being adopted on part of the village green as this is the recommended 
way of boosting pollen sources and encouraging the growth of natural wild flowers. Do any of the residents 
associations engage in this approach? Perhaps you could let us know next year.

We are pleased to report that a good standard of little control was observed in Portrane on adjudication day. Aside 
from a small amount of litter which was visible on the approach road from Donabate and in the car park at the base 
of the recycling bins, your area was litter free. This is considered to be a very good performance and it 
demonstrates that the hard work that your committee and volunteers are undertaking on litter patrols is making a big 
difference to the appearance of Portane. Be sure to monitor litter bins during your litter patrols as some were at 
capacity during our visit. The standard of tidiness was also considered to be notably high with well maintained 
signage, clutter free footpaths and road verges in good condition. Well done on removing unwanted posters and 
cable ties from lamp-posts as none were spotted during our visit. We are also glad to read that weedkiller is avoided 
when clearing the weeds away from kerbs, roadsides and open spaces. Can the recycling bins be powerwashed? 
The entrance to Red Square was also in need of a sweep.

We are pleased to read that your group avoids using chemical weed killer and prefers to use a natural alternative 
that is comprised of vinegar, salt and soap. The use of mulch as a weed suppressant is also noted. Other tidy towns 
committees have found that cardboard can be an effective (and biodegradable) weed suppressant. We applaud 
your decision to install water butts in different parts of the village and we urge you to prioritize this project if possible. 
Why not make your own compost and generated leaf mould over the autumn and winter for use on your landscaping 
schemes in 2023? The option of growing your own plants (from cuttings) and harvesting seeds should also be 
considered as it presents an effective way of minimizing waste and saving on costs. Seeking donations of plant 
cuttings from local keen gardeners could also be explored. Don't forget that tidy towns groups are encouraged to 
host workshops and talks on how to conserve energy, reduce resource use and avoid the generation of waste as a 
means of raising awareness of these themes in their wider communities. The environmental awareness officer in 
Fingal County Council may be able to assist you in organizing suitable events. Other ideas for relevant projects 
under this category can be found in the tidy towns hand book.

There is a pleasant mix of housing in Portrane. We enjoyed seeing the traditional style brick dwellings in Grey 
Square and Red Square, all of which appear well maintained. Seaview Park looked nice with its blue and white 
bilingual signage (with planting beneath) and well kept sloped grass bank to the front. The landscaping schemes 
(comprising of a planted boat, box planters and tiered planters with floral displays) that are positioned around the 
entrance are eye catching. The residents of St Catherines and Longstone Park deserve praise for the high standard 
of presentation of their area. It looked tremendously well with its entrance name stone that had colourful bedding 
plants set around its base. The attractive green area (with its trees and wildflower meadow) looks carefully 
maintained.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



entrance are eye catching. The residents of St Catherines and Longstone Park deserve praise for the high standard 
of presentation of their area. It looked tremendously well with its entrance name stone that had colourful bedding 
plants set around its base. The attractive green area (with its trees and wildflower meadow) looks carefully 
maintained.

The approach from Donabate looked lovely on adjudication day with its trimmed grass road margins, natural 
roadside boundaries and visible signage. High quality landscaping was also visible on this approach and the 
hydrangeas in full bloom command full attention – and this helps to create a positive first impression for visitors. A 
similar high standard of maintenance was visible on the approach to the village along the coast road in addition to 
the fabulous sea and beach view. The Burrow road was neat and tidy with no litter or weed visible. It is also noted 
that that the footpath in the village has been resurfaced as part of the Portrane village renewal programme.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We had a lovely evening exploring Portane and seeing the great work that your committee and volunteers are doing 
to enhance your village. We urge you to continue with your projects and we look forward to returning and seeing 
further progress in 2023.


