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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your completed application form which 
included photos, Portobello Guidebook prepared by your Downs Syndrome committee member, and your map.  At 
some stage (soon), we suggest that you prepare a 3-5 Year Strategy/Plan for Portobello & St. Kevin’s.  Put in 
projects/activities under each of the eight categories in the SuperValu TidyTowns Application Form which you will 
undertake.  Also include a date and partners.  This will focus your work and help you to achieve various targets.  
Don’t make it too ambitious as otherwise it won’t be possible to achieve your goals. Your committee of nine has a 
fluctuating volunteer base – sometime only 5, and for other events you could have 35.  We were delighted to see 
that you have a dedicated email address.  Will you also have Portobello Tidy Towns Facebook and Twitter 
accounts?  This is a great way to keep the community informed of your activities – clean-up days, walk abouts, 
lectures, projects etc.  You list businesses and local community groups who support you and also you are in contact 
with Dublin City Council which we applaud as the Local Authority is vital to every TidyTowns organisation.  You are 
now in your 4th year and we are delighted to read that you have seen an improvement both in the look of the area 
and also in the participation of residents in your events.  This participation will hopefully encourage others to join as 
volunteers.
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Your area is primarily a residential area with rows of one, two or three storey red or yellow brick terraced housing 
some with access directly onto the streets while other have small gardens behind wrought iron railings.  South 
Circular Road boasts many fine four storey properties, some of which are divided into apartments.   Add to these St. 
Kevin’s RC church, St Kevin’s Community Centre, St. Kevin’s CofI church (now apartments), the old Meath Hospital 
buildings, Portobello College, the old Methodist church and school and the two bridges over the canal – Robert 
Emmet Bridge and the La Touche Bridge, all which give Portobello & St. Kevin’s its unique architectural character. 
The southern boundary of Portobello & St. Kevin’s is the Grand Canal with its large harbour area and public amenity 
space.  We understand that building works will take a further two years to complete and we too are disappointed 
that you have lost the use of part of the open space. On the day we visited the remaining area had people walking 
along the canal bank, sitting on the steps, sitting at the tree surrounds and indeed sitting on the pavements.  Is it 
possible that additional seats could be installed here? Maybe a timber plank over the circular traffic bollards? It is 
disappointing that you are plagued by graffiti and we note that you are tackling this and have identified walls where 
you propose to paint murals.  Relating the murals to the Portobello area is admirable and we always encourage 
communities to make the murals personal to their area.  The murals on the hoarding facing the canal gave a bright 
atmosphere to the area – we were unsure however of the topics. Is there a connection between Portobello and 
elephants?  Elsewhere we also noted murals and also painted utility boxes – nicely done. We hope the new 
Portobello Square design has some ‘soft’ landscaping. Your area needs some more green spaces. We think the 
Lennox Street Play area is a great idea – to open the small section of the street for pedestrian use only and create a 
village feel beside the commercial units. We wish you well in this venture.
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communities to make the murals personal to their area.  The murals on the hoarding facing the canal gave a bright 
atmosphere to the area – we were unsure however of the topics. Is there a connection between Portobello and 
elephants?  Elsewhere we also noted murals and also painted utility boxes – nicely done. We hope the new 
Portobello Square design has some ‘soft’ landscaping. Your area needs some more green spaces. We think the 
Lennox Street Play area is a great idea – to open the small section of the street for pedestrian use only and create a 
village feel beside the commercial units. We wish you well in this venture.

The canal bank is the only large green space in your community and as noted above we too would be in favour of 
the redesigned Portobello Harbour becoming a green space. Both the canal and harbour area are amazing 
amenities for your city community and both were well populated when we visited.  The community garden in Long 
Lane on both sides of the road was well presented with a variety of grasses, flowers and shrubs.  We recommend 
that plant containers/pots are not used in this location. The guideline for plant containers is to use them only where 
planting directly into the ground is not possible.  On many of the roads/streets you have rows of trees which we 
admired. The main structural elements in the landscape and one of the main structural elements in a streetscape 
are trees.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing.  By planting and caring for 
trees, you help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the appearance of your community and 
increase the value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, food for insects and food, roosting 
sites and nesting sites for birds.  We suggest you examine other roads and see if trees could be added in buildouts 
– DCC have done this successfully on roads in Drumcondra.  You will have your annual Flower Box competition – 
let’s know how this progressed and next year please insert a photo of the winning flower box.  Are there any little 
corner sites/ left over sites where you could install a pocket park or even a permanent flower bed?  Walk around the 
area and see if there are any suitable sites.

You have correctly identified three habitats for nature and biodiversity in your area – Semi-Natural Grasslands 
(neglected gardens), Waterways (the Canal) and Built Land habitats (building etc).  In addition, there are the quite a 
few trees along the streets – roosting sites for birds and feeding sites for insects.  You have a gardener who advises 
you on biodiversity and has identified projects which you will undertake – the biodiversity garden in the former girl 
guides headquarters front garden, a biodiversity study along the canal between the Emmet and La Touch bridges, 
and increasing the pollinator diversity in garden in the grounds of St. Kevin’s church.  We look forward to reading of 
the advancement of each of these projects – we note that you also included them in last year’s application. Have 
you a timescale for these projects?  These are what we suggest you put into your 3-5 Year Plan as this will give you 
a date to aim for.   We note that you had planned a ‘Walk and Talk’ along the canal with Éanna Ní Lamhna for June 
2022 - let us know (add a photo or two), about the event in next year’s application form.  We commend activities 
such as this as appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. In this 
regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages.  You are trying to use 
Pollinator Friendly Planting but have you given a list of pollinator friendly flowers to the businesses and residents?  
Encourage them to grow pollinator friendly flowers from now on.  Have a look at the website 
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf 
for ideas.

We suggest that you encourage the community to become involved in Team Dublin Clean-Up Day and in An 
Taisce’s ‘National Spring Clean’ as this will let them see the amount of litter, weeds and fly-tipping that accumulates 
over a winter and hopefully encourage them not to throw litter.  You are a very busy area with a constant flow of 
traffic and pedestrians walking to and fro and therefore it was no surprise to see some litter along the streets and 
footpaths. Weed growth was also noticed in a few areas which detracted from the area but generally the area was 
clean and inviting so please thank the volunteers for their work.  Weeds can be sprayed using organic weed killer or 
with a mix of salt, vinegar and washing up liquid. Ask the litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or a wire brush with them 
every now and again and to remove weeds from the base of walls, footpaths and kerbs.  We noted that the graffiti 
artist had been out – the Emmet Bridge and an odd bin and utility box had been spray painted. Hopefully your 
murals (mentioned in Streetscape) will help eliminate this anti-social activity.  There was an inordinate number of 
stickers on some lampposts.  It would be wonderful if DCC fined the owners of the venues being advertised as this 
would stop them from producing these stickers. The big litter bins were noted – these are crucial in an area where 
there are lots of pedestrians and take away food premises.

It is wonderful to see that Ireland is finally becoming a country for using the space outside business premises as 
meeting places.  Too long our streets were for vehicular use and the pedestrian was confined to meeting indoors – 
one good result from Covid! You have initiated ‘car free’ days on some streets, using the road space for pop up play 
areas and street parties and we commend your initiative here.  We spotted the secure bike storage unit on one 
street – let's hope there will be more. We looked for a water refill station at the Harbour Area but didn’t spot one – 
this is something you could ask to have included in your new Harbour Area as you have a large number of 
pedestrians and cyclists who will be happy to use it.  We hope the Portobello Stoop Sale and Community Flea 
market which you intended to hold in the summer to promote a local circular economy was a success. Did residents 
arrive with old or unused items they had lying around their house? You didn’t tell us the location – next time just 
mark the location on a map (but after the event).  We suggest you undertake a survey of those in the area who 
repair items – bicycles, small electrical items, phones, furniture repair shops etc etc and produce ‘Portobello and St. 
Kevin’s – Where Can I Fix It?’  This can be put on your website /fakebook page and also posted on the local shop 
notice boards, hair dressing salons and doctors/dentists waiting rooms.  A valuable source of information for 
someone new to your area.  Have many in your community installed a water butt?  This is something you could find 
out and encourage the residents to install – untreated water is better for plants. 
There are many other ways to advance in this category and we suggest that you examine the website  
http://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sustainable-Waste-and-Resource-Management.pdf which may 
give you some ideas.  Also contact the environment officer in Dublin City Council who will tell you on events/ talks 
which you could attend to learn more about Sustainability – doing more with less.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



clean and inviting so please thank the volunteers for their work.  Weeds can be sprayed using organic weed killer or 
with a mix of salt, vinegar and washing up liquid. Ask the litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or a wire brush with them 
every now and again and to remove weeds from the base of walls, footpaths and kerbs.  We noted that the graffiti 
artist had been out – the Emmet Bridge and an odd bin and utility box had been spray painted. Hopefully your 
murals (mentioned in Streetscape) will help eliminate this anti-social activity.  There was an inordinate number of 
stickers on some lampposts.  It would be wonderful if DCC fined the owners of the venues being advertised as this 
would stop them from producing these stickers. The big litter bins were noted – these are crucial in an area where 
there are lots of pedestrians and take away food premises.

We agree completely that the area is overwhelmingly residential and the mix of single, two and three storey red or 
yellow brick adds to the character of the area. We loved the back lanes linking many of the streets and having rear 
access is certainly a bonus to these terraces.  Many of the houses had their window boxes on display when we 
visited so you’ll have job to select a winner of the Flower Box Competition. Some of the houses with gardens fall into 
your ‘Semi-Natural Grasslands (neglected gardens)’ category while others had colourful floral displays with great 
varieties of pollinator friendly planting, shrubs and some had ornamental trees for added dramatic effect.  Don’t 
forget to encourage the residents to grow pollinator-friendly flowers.  Have a look at the website 
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf 
for ideas for the garden.  The support of residents’ associations is crucial in a large community and we strongly 
recommend that you encourage all streets to form associations.  You can build up a relationship with these groups 
who may have expertise within their community who can advise you /help you with activities and projects in the 
various other categories.

The area is bounded by the canal to the south, the busy Clanbrassil St to the west, Camden St to the east and Long 
Lane/Camden Row to the north. In between is a warren of narrow streets, roads and lanes with the exception of the 
wide South Circular Road which cuts Portobello from St Kevin’s.   Some road junctions had edge breakup and 
potholes were noted in a few areas but generally, road surfaces and road markings were good. Some of the older 
trees have roots which are now breaking the footpaths – e.g. near St. Kevin’s RC church.  Unfortunately, incorrect 
varieties of trees were planted – truthfully the local authorities didn’t have the expertise – and now we have a 
problem with tree roots in many areas.  In time these trees will be removed and correct varieties of ‘town trees’ will 
be planted.  We also noted areas of concrete around the base of trees which we feel are totally unnecessary as 
these in time will break up with tree movement/growth. An area of earth would be much better. We have suggested 
planting trees in streets where there are none and we love the approach taken by DCC in the buildouts on Lennox 
Place which gives interest to the street in addition to helping to slow down the traffic.  We see that you are aware of 
the need for name signs to identify your area – hopefully these will be installed soon.  We admired the many bike 
parking areas which will encourage cycling in the city. Repairs to the footpaths are being undertaken and as these 
are badly needed in some areas perhaps carry out an audit to assist the local area engineer to prioritise this work.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting Portobello and seeing the success of the work undertaken to date.  
Your Red and Grey Presentation appendix confused us …. We zoomed in and saw that all the writing in the poster 
is the same so we didn’t understand its function. Is this your logo page? Maybe it’s a work in progress?  
Only include activities/ projects which you have undertaken in the last year (New) or those which you maintain every 
year (Maintained) in the Application Form.  All activities/ projects which you plan to undertake should be in a Tidy 
Towns 3-5 Year Plan. 
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


