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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to welcome 
Portmarnock to this year’s competition as your participation is much appreciated. It is great to see that your 
hard-working committee of 8 members enjoy good support from the wider community in Portmarnock with more 
than 30 residents who volunteer on a regular basis. Well done also on building up links with Fingal County Council, 
the Department of Rural and Community Affairs and local Councillors. Consider seeking the support of Tus / Fas as 
they are an invaluable source of assistance in other tidy town centres. It is pleasing to see that connections are in 
place with other community-based groups such as the Bayside Community Association, Baldoyle Tidy Towns, the 
Prosper Fingal Arch club and the Pitch and Putt club and we urge you to approach any other sports clubs or social 
clubs that are based in your area. GAA, soccer, athletics and rugby clubs have provided volunteers for committees 
in other tidy towns centres so be sure to get in contact with them and ask if they would like to help you out. Men’s 
Shed and Active Retired Groups should also be approached. We note that there is no reference to local businesses 
in your entry form and we wondered if they have been providing you with sponsorship or assistance? It is great to 
see that your committee have worked with the transition year students (as part of their work placement programme) 
and we strongly recommend that additional projects in the landscaping and green spaces, nature and biodiversity 
and sustainability categories are identified for possible collaborations. We would like to thank you for your 
completed entry form and map as both were a great help during adjudication. You are commended on producing a 
tidy towns action plan which sets out a range of good practical projects to be undertaken over the next three years. 
We are delighted to read that your participation in the competition has led to greater community cohesion in 
Portmarnock with many residents getting involved in your projects and feeling proud of the results that they have 
achieved. Long may it continue and we urge you to keep up the good work!

36

Your adjudicator was delighted to have the opportunity to explore the lovely seaside suburb of Portmarnock. We are 
pleased to see that the commercial buildings in Portmarnock village are very well kept with the vast majority 
achieving a high standard of presentation. The contemporary designs of the Lidl supermarket, the HSE primary care 
centre and the mixed-use development that accommodates McHughs Wine and Dine, Donnellys Pharmacy and 
O’Farrells all stand out and they provide an interesting variation on the designs seen elsewhere in Portmarnock 
village centre. O’Dwyers also looked well and there are many good quality shopfronts to be seen such as Jus de 
Vine, J. W. Smyths Butchers and O’Reillys. Good care and attention has been paid to Community buildings. St 
Annes Church looked bright and fresh following its extensive renovations while St Marnocks National School also 
achieved a good standard of presentation. We were very impressed by the appearance of Portmarnock Community 
School and it’s immaculately maintained grounds, St Helens Junior National School, the sports and leisure centre 
and St Mearnogs GAA Club. We enjoyed seeing the Martello tower on the approach road from Malahide as it is a 
very distinctive feature of Portmarnock and the Hotel and Golf links also looked well. The Rian Staire (History Trail) 
is considered to be a lovely addition to your area. The information signs are an excellent resource and we were 
amazed to discover that there were so many features of natural and historical interest in Portmarnock. It is also 
noted that a grant has been obtained to undertake consolidation works to St. Marnocks Church archaeological 
heritage site and we look forward to seeing these get underway in the near future. We were heartened to read that 
works have taken place to enhance the beach shelter (with stone seating added), the public toilets and the steps 
down to the beach as these are all tremendously important public facilities.
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School and it’s immaculately maintained grounds, St Helens Junior National School, the sports and leisure centre 
and St Mearnogs GAA Club. We enjoyed seeing the Martello tower on the approach road from Malahide as it is a 
very distinctive feature of Portmarnock and the Hotel and Golf links also looked well. The Rian Staire (History Trail) 
is considered to be a lovely addition to your area. The information signs are an excellent resource and we were 
amazed to discover that there were so many features of natural and historical interest in Portmarnock. It is also 
noted that a grant has been obtained to undertake consolidation works to St. Marnocks Church archaeological 
heritage site and we look forward to seeing these get underway in the near future. We were heartened to read that 
works have taken place to enhance the beach shelter (with stone seating added), the public toilets and the steps 
down to the beach as these are all tremendously important public facilities.

It is clear from your entry form that your committee was very busy with landscaping projects and maintaining the 
green spaces in your area over the past year. The large landscaping bed on the bank outside Jus De Wine looked 
great and we are pleased to see that it was stocked with pollinator friendly varieties that included Verbena and what 
appeared to be Lambs ear. We loved the contemporary seat sculpture outside the Lidl and we were delighted to 
note that it was also stocked with plant varieties of agapanthus and lavender – both of which are favoured by 
pollinators. While we note that St Anne’s Church and its grounds were given a makeover over the past year, we 
would like to compliment everyone who is involved in the maintenance of the beds and the green area to the front of 
the Church as they looked particularly well with their sage, shrubs and other plant species. Praise is due to the 
businesses in Portmarnock who have contributed to this category with colourful box planters (stocked with what 
appeared to be bay leaf trees and begonias) seen outside Gary Irwin’s solicitors and Angelos takeaway and lining 
the pavement in front of the primary health care centre. Additional planting at the Strand Road name stone was also 
observed and we look forward to seeing this mature in the years ahead. We admired the lovely wildflower bed on 
the Carrickhill Hill Road Upper (opposite the entrance to the Portmarnock Community School) which seemed to 
include a wide diversity of species such as yarrow, vipers bugloss, oxeye chamomile and sage. It is pleasing to see 
that tree planting has taken place on the grounds of the community school, the community centre, at Paddys Hill 
and Woodlands. We note from your entry form that spring bulb planting takes place in various locations in 
Portmarnock – so be sure to include a mix of pollen rich bulbs in these schemes such as crocus, alliums and 
snowdrops. The range of amenities in Portmarnock is second to none. While your fabulous beach is widely known 
to be a first-class amenity, we were very pleased to discover that there are many more lovely amenities on offer. 
The green opposite the top garage is a delightful space and the provision of seating here provides passers-by with 
the opportunity to sit and take in the wonderful views of the sea. The green areas alongside Golf Links road are 
similarly impressive and we applaud your decision to add seating areas here too. We were amazed by the park at 
Paddys Hill and we left with the distinct impression that this area could quite easily be Dublin’s best kept secret! We 
thoroughly enjoyed an early evening cycle through it as we were able to admire its natural grass meadows, 
meandering paths and seats that provide first-class views of Dublin Bay and Ireland’s Eye.

We were interested to read that lots of good practical projects are underway in Portmarnock – all of which are 
designed to benefit nature and biodiversity. We applaud your decision to plant rowan trees, hawthorn hedges, 
hydrangeas, Ivy and a range of spring bulbs and shrubs along the wonderfully named Potato Skin Lane – and it is 
heartening to see that they are all thriving. The provision of a natural wildflower meadow here is also acknowledged 
and we wondered if any consideration had been given to carrying out a survey of it? We would like to commend 
your committee and Fingal County Council on adopting a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approach on Paddys Hill as the 
abundance of nesting birds and wildflowers demonstrate that this was the correct decision. It is pleasing to see that 
adopting a similar approach for Heather Walk (and the green opposite the Top petrol station on Strand Road) has 
led to an abundance of cowslips and orchids. Once again, surveys of these locations should be considered as they 
would provide you with plenty of data to show that wildlife focused management approaches deliver significant 
benefits for habitats and biodiversity. Perhaps the schoolchildren will be interested in carrying out such surveys? 
Congratulations to St Helens senior national school for being awarded a Green Flag for biodiversity and we urge 
you to meet with them to see if a suitable project can be identified for you to collaborate on. We are also glad to 
hear that both Portmarnock Hotel and Golf links and pitch and putt club have put management regimes in place 
which have led to the growth of pollen rich plant species on their course. Given that these courses occupy 
significant land areas, we wondered if it is now possible to establish a continuous pollinator corridor in Portmarnock? 
We were interested to read that an ecologist has been employed by Fingal County Council to develop a local 
biodiversity plan from Portmarnock and we would welcome further details on this exciting project in 2023.

Your entry form reveals that your committee and volunteers have a good understanding of the actions that are 
required to conserve energy, minimise resource use and avoid the generation of unnecessary waste. A number of 
good practical projects appear to be underway such as composting (in compost units and leaf mould cages) and 
rainwater being captured in water butts at the Arch Club. These are considered to be very effective ways of cutting 
down on resource use and we urge you to consider taking further steps - such as growing your own plants and 
harvesting your own plant seeds for your landscaping schemes. Reusing materials such as second-hand stone and 
wood for your planting and landscaping beds should also be considered. We are delighted to read that your 
committee are encouraging the reuse of unwanted or surplus items by setting up a Freecycle Facebook page and 
we would urge you to track the number of items that are exchanged on it – as this will enable you to work out how 
much waste has been diverted from landfill. We are glad to learn that your committee has worked with the transition 
year students in the school (who helped to collect leaves for composting) and we would urge you to try and identify 
other projects that you could collaborate on. We were interested to learn that investigations are continuing into 
setting up a sustainable energy community in Portmarnock and we would appreciate an update on this important 
project next year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



We are most impressed standard of litter control that could be seen in Portmarnock on adjudication day and we are 
pleased to report that the vast majority of road streets and public areas we visited were neat, tidy and litter free. 
While litter was present in a small number of locations, it was difficult to find it and it was generally comprised of a 
small number of items such as disposable cups or plastic bottles. The only places where it could be found where on 
the approach road from Baldoyle (near to the garage), in the small car park to the rear of the village crèche and 
Montessori, around a seating area on golf links road and at the bring bank in the grounds of the community centre. 
Aside from these limited incidences, no litter could be spotted anywhere and this is considered to be an excellent 
performance by your committee, volunteers and wider community. There is no doubt that close attention has also 
been paid to tidiness with kerbs and roadsides free of weed, footpaths appearing swept and signs washed. This has 
led to a high standard of tidiness overall and enabled Portmarnock to look exceptionally well on adjudication day. A 
small number of improvements remain possible. While we understand that an audit of street signs has taken place, 
some signs in need of attention were spotted - including the Portmarnock history trail sign outside Angelo’s 
takeaway and the black and yellow road signs and poles (one of which indicated speed bumps ahead while the 
other indicated the presence of birds / ducks) on the approach from Baldoyle. An untidy stop sign could also be 
observed at the entrance to Carrick Court and a yield sign in need of attention was on display at Del Riada. Finally, 
the railings of the Portmarnock Hotel and Golf links are in need of a revamp. Aside from these small issues, the 
standard of tidiness was deemed to be notably high.

other projects that you could collaborate on. We were interested to learn that investigations are continuing into 
setting up a sustainable energy community in Portmarnock and we would appreciate an update on this important 
project next year.

We are pleased to note from your entry form that the residents of estates in Portmarnock work exceptionally hard to 
ensure that their properties, gardens and amenity areas look their best during adjudication. It is a pleasure to report 
that the vast majority of residential estates looked exceptionally well during adjudication and we have no doubt that 
residents take great pride in their areas. Ardilaun provided a highlight with its extensive entrance wildflower planting, 
mature trees and fairy garden on the edge of its green area. We were also very impressed by Carrickhill Road with 
its attractive name stone, eye-catching planting, mature trees and trimmed grass areas. We were also pleased to 
see that meadow patches were being allowed to grow on part of the green area here in order to boost local pollen 
sources. The entrance planting and name stones at Blackberry Rise, Woodlands, Hazel Grove, the Dunes, Torcaill 
and Carrick Court also achieved a high standard of presentation and we admired the entrance landscaping 
(comprising roses in bloom) at Dal Riada. The central green space in St Annes Square appears very well 
maintained.

The approach road from Baldoyle provides a wonderful entrance to your area with its stunning views of Baldoyle 
Bay and the sluice river Marsh. We were pleased to find that your committee have put in strenuous efforts to 
present this key entrance with attractive signage, colourful planters and tidy paths and roadsides to be seen. We are 
aware that a range of works have taken place recently (that include the provision of traffic lights and the 
enhancement of Portmarnock Bridge) which further improve its appearance. We also enjoyed travelling along the 
approach road from Malahide with its highly visible signage, natural roadside boundaries and eye-catching views of 
the coast and the Martello tower. It is great to see that age friendly parking has now been provided in the village (at 
the town centre and at Smyths butchers) and that a Sutton to Malahide pedestrian and cycle scheme is under 
preparation – we would appreciate further updates on this exciting project next year.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We very much enjoyed our visit to Portmarnock and seeing the excellent projects that your committee, volunteers 
and residents have completed over the past year. We would like to reassure you that your work is leading to 
significant improvements for your area and we have no doubt that it is appreciated by residents and visitors alike. 
We urge you to continue your efforts and we look forward to returning again next year.


