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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your completed application form, which 
included photos, and a map. Thank you for also all the attachments, but we need to advise, that unfortunately we do 
not have time to open and close each of these, so next year select the most appropriate/important ones and insert 
them into the application form in the relevant category which will make the adjudicators work more rewarding.  
Unfortunately, we don’t have time to open each of the web links in your form either, but we did open a few – so 
thank you. 
Your committee of sixteen has an additional one hundred and eighty who volunteer – that’s by far the largest 
volunteer group we’ve encountered so well done! We love that you have made sub-committees as not everyone is 
interested in the same activity and this will encourage volunteers to remain if they are doing something they enjoy. 
We were delighted to see that you have a dedicated email address, website, a Facebook page and Twitter account 
as social media is important in spreading information about your activities.  Your website has a Future Activity dated 
2020 – you need to update the website.  You list state and semi state organisations in addition to businesses and 
local community groups who support you. This is your seventh year entering the competition.
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Phibsborough Phibsboro …. so good they named it twice. 
Phibsborough is a mix of residential roads and streets, commercial and retail premises, office developments, a 
library, an hospital, a football stadium, and a prison, which makes for an interesting mix of architectural styles.  Add 
to these the various schools and churches and we complete the architectural merit of Phibsborough. The village 
itself is centred around the busy Doyle’s corner and here we have a mixture of small retail units, public houses and 
eating establishments.  Like many areas in Ireland, you have dereliction which detracts from the streetscape and we 
see that you are trying to resolve this problem. We commend you on the work you have done in trying to engage 
with the owners of these sites. Truthfully until a penalty is introduced, we will continue to have these eyesores in our 
towns.  The mural on the wall along the canal is quite beautiful. The oversized flowers and lifelike bird are stunning 
and we commend the artist.  We also admired the murals on the building in the courtyard and adjoining walls.  While 
we dislike roller shutters on shops, we understand their necessity in some instances, and so we admired the 
shutters on the Irish Cancer Society and Pharmacy windows. We noted your painted utility boxes, which we 
admired.  We noted others not painted and we recommend that when these are being done you choose a theme 
which relates to Phibsborough – historical, architectural, sports, celebrity, etc etc. The ceramic bench was noted – 
please commend the students. We’re not convinced of its location but maybe it will be used.  All the same, it is a 
piece of artwork on the street.
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please commend the students. We’re not convinced of its location but maybe it will be used.  All the same, it is a 
piece of artwork on the street.

While there is no large green space in Phibsborough you have your share of smaller green spaces which are quite 
beautiful.  We admired Mt. Bernard Park with the all-weather pitch, tennis courts and playground.  Royal Canal Bank 
with the beautiful tree-lined walkway and great number of seats is always a popular place for people to walk. 
Riverrun Garden in the grounds of the library, designed to celebrate Dublin as the UNESCO City of Literature, has 
deteriorated somewhat and we see you have engaged with DCC and this has been rectified. And then there’s Great 
western Square surrounded by a hedge row with paths meandering through mature trees – an oasis of tranquillity.  
There are a great number of tree-lined residential roads in Phibsborough and we were delighted to see that DCC 
are planting trees and pocket gardens on roads which have none.  The main structural elements in the landscape 
and one of the main structural elements in a streetscape are trees.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on 
mental health and wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, you help reduce pollution, improve your 
surroundings, improve the appearance of your community and increase the value of your property.  In addition, they 
provide shade for humans, food for insects and food roosting sites and nesting sites for birds.   We suggest you do 
an audit of the street and roads around Phibsborough and see where additional trees would add to the streetscape. 
We love the idea of Shandon Pitch and Putt course held in trust for the residents of Shandon ….. we never knew it 
existed!  It is good to see that visitors are welcome. There is a small pocket park at the corner of Eglinton Terrace 
and the canal (where there is a tree).  You have added planters here.  We recommend that these are removed and 
the plants put directly into the ground.  The guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly 
into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice.  Please commend the businesses 
in the centre of the village for their beautiful hanging baskets and window boxes full of colourful pollinator-friendly 
flowers which added greatly to the beauty of the streetscape.

With trees, hedges, stone walls, gardens, open green spaces, the canal, and the wonderful Blessington Basin you 
have a great area of habitats for flora and fauna.  The variety of plants, flowers and bird life in this haven at the end 
of Blessington Street always amazes us. We loved that the banks of the canal were allowed to grow wild and we 
see a great diversity in flowers and tall grasses giving food and cover to insects, birds and small mammals.  We 
noted your Biodiversity Action Plan and see that you have copies in the Local Library for the public to reference.  
You have made contact with the Park Department who have ‘begun to increase biodiversity within the parks.’ What 
have they undertaken? Given that it is a limited urban space don’t be afraid to occasionally trim back the 
fast-growing species like buddleia as they have a tendency to crowd out other plant species.  It also encourages 
flowers the following spring/summer.  We admired the wildlife photographic competition and note that the photos 
were put up on Facebook.  Could they be printed and put on the railings of the library for a short period?  We love 
the Buzzfest and now with all the pollinator-friendly planting around hopefully you will have a great harvest of 
delicious local honey.   Are there any swifts nesting in Phibsborough? Maybe in the church roof? We looked for swift 
boxes around the area – are there any? These are easy to install and very important in our towns, which now have 
few locations for the swifts to nest. Contact www.birdwatchireland.ie or www.swiftconservation.org for advice on 
their installation and maintenance.

We see that you encourage the community to become involved in Team Dublin Clean-Up Day and in An Taisce’s 
‘National Spring Clean’ as this will let them see the amount of litter, weeds and fly-tipping that accumulates over a 
winter and hopefully encourage them not to throw litter.  In addition to the community, you were also joined by 
workers in the area, which is a great tribute to you and shows that you are held in high esteem. You are a busy 
village/area with a constant flow of traffic and pedestrians and therefore it was no surprise to see some litter along 
the streets and footpaths.  Weed growth was removed along the main street but we noticed considerable growth 
along the residential roads. Weeds can be sprayed using organic weed killer or with a mix of salt, vinegar and 
washing up liquid. Ask the litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or a wire brush and to remove weeds from the base of 
walls, kerbs and footpaths. There is a tree stump in the park along the wall of the prison – could this be carved into 
some feature? We noted some obsolete poles – do a survey and ask DCC that they be removed. You also have 
your share of graffiti – the only way to deal with this is to remove it as soon as it is noticed.  While the graffiti artists 
will consider it a challenge, after a while they get fed up and finally stop.  Rather than waiting on DCC to remove the 
graffiti why not just paint the areas yourselves as is done by other communities? There was a large amount of 
carboard boxes, plastic bags, broken glass etc at the bring banks at Phibsborough Shopping Centre. Have people 
been fined for this?  If so maybe put up a notice saying ‘You are being Watched, and You will be fined for Littering’ 
which might deter some of those who leave litter behind.  We have seen this in other communities and have been 
told it works.

This is a category where many communities struggle but it is just about being aware of how we use the resources of 
the planet so that we cut down on our waste. This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is 
creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources.  We are delighted to see that 
you have embraced this category and have a dedicated sub-committee charged with this category.  In addition to 
the BAP you have also produced an Energy Master Plan (EMP) and a North Circular Economy map (NCE) of the 
area. We see that the EMP is divided into separate sections …. but why are you asking people to request a 
download?  Many of the community will not want to divulge their email addresses.  It’s good to see the Men’s Shed 
working again and we look forward to seeing the products made from discarded timbers We are delighted to see 
that you have undertaken an in-depth study of how your projects and activities relate to the SDGs.  We note that 
you took part in a Willow Weaving teaching class and we encourage you to keep up this work so that students learn 
the benefits of something handmade.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



carboard boxes, plastic bags, broken glass etc at the bring banks at Phibsborough Shopping Centre. Have people 
been fined for this?  If so maybe put up a notice saying ‘You are being Watched, and You will be fined for Littering’ 
which might deter some of those who leave litter behind.  We have seen this in other communities and have been 
told it works.

Residential properties in Phibsborough are a mix of single-, or two-story, primarily red brick, terraced houses in 
roads on both sides of the main R108 commuter route.  These red-brick properties are quite beautiful – some giving 
directly onto the street while others have gardens, generally well kept, with grass, shrubs and flowers.  We noticed 
trees in the larger gardens which added to the beauty of the streetscape.  We see that just 50% are privately owned 
and so we commend those who are renting and who have an interest in the appearance of the house and garden.  
We are delighted that you have produced a ‘Welcome to Phibsboro’ leaflet to give to new residents.  The green area 
associated with the houses along Eglinton Terrace is quite barren but for the beautiful trees. We recommend that 
swaths of long grass be allowed to grow and in addition a number of seats and picnic benches are installed so that 
the residents can gather.  Seating is provided along Royal Canal Bank which is an extremely pleasant area.

You are a community set in the middle of one of the busiest commuter routes in Dublin with traffic coming from 
Blanchardstown, Finglas, Ballymun and all areas beyond these in north county Dublin and County Meath heading to 
the city centre. Traffic will always be with you and your main streets will always be busy.  We noted that the yellow 
and black kerb stones are dirty and in need of painting.  We are totally in favour of this form of road traffic 
management as it warns the motorist of the road edge and gives extra protection to the pedestrian.  We wish it 
would be undertaken at all road junctions, traffic islands and medians as we’ve seen in other countries. We note that 
cycle lanes are now part of your road network and there are new bike traffic signals at the junction of Connaught 
Street.  The changed traffic light configuration now allows pedestrians to cross diagonally at Doyle’s Corner, 
Connaught Street/Phibsborough Road junction and Whitworth Road/Phibsborough Road junction.  We saw this in 
another country and thought it was an excellent idea so we are delighted to see that you too have this system.  
Some footpaths have been repaired which looked good – concrete well laid.  We noticed you have dipped paving at 
many of your road junctions which allow wheelchair /mobility scooter users in addition to people pushing buggies 
and small children on bicycles to cross the roads with ease. The pedestrian barrier at the junction of Connaught 
Street and Phibsborough Road needs to be straightened.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We have visited Phibsborough many, many times, but this time, as an adjudicator, we had a more critical view and 
thoroughly enjoyed what we saw …. well done. 
In the section How has your community benefited from involvement in the competition?  You listed a range of 
projects, historical information, road networks etc etc.   The question is quite simple, tell us, in one or maximum two 
sentences, what difference the competition has made e.g. built community spirit, improved streetscape, brought the 
community together, involved new residents etc. 

In terms of your Tidy Town’s application form you will have seen that we requested that applicants would number 
their projects as, new projects (N), or improved/maintained projects (M) and all ‘future’ projects should only be 
included in a 5-Year Plan and NOT in the Application Form. You are to give each action/project a number as New 
(N1, N2, N3 etc.) or Maintained (M1, M2, M3 etc).  This same numbering system to be used to indicate the locations 
of these projects on a map – N1, N2, N3 etc and M1, M2, M3 etc. This is to help the adjudicators to negotiate their 
way around your town and see the various projects or locations of projects.  Needless to say, attendance at talks 
etc. will not be marked on a map. We wish to state that this is not a criticism of your work but to explain to you that 
as adjudicators we rely on a clear application form and accompanying map to inform us of your projects and make 
our visit rewarding.   We would appreciate it if these points could be taken into consideration when preparing your 
2023 application. 
In addition, put a boundary line around the extent of the area you wish the adjudicators to visit. 

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


