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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to the hard working committee of 4 members in Oldtown and we are pleased to see that 25 volunteers 
regularly help you out – this is a significant number given the small size of your village. It is clear from your entry 
form that you have built up a good number of links with a range of organizations, agencies and local businesses 
during your three years in the competition. We are pleased to see that Fingal County Council, the Minister for 
Housing and 2 local Councillors provide you with assistance and it is noteworthy that local businesses (including 
Keoghs Crisps, Fingal Farm shop and Plant Hire, the Oldtown House pub, the Wood Factory, Alleco Eco Planters 
and McDonnells topsoil) support your activities. In our view, this demonstrates that they value your hard work and 
that they appreciate the improvements in your village. We are glad to see that there is engagement with other 
community based groups in Oldtown as the Friends of Clonmethan Historical group participate in your projects. Are 
there any other sports clubs, social groups (such as the Active Retired, Mens Shed) or residents associations who 
may also be interested in getting involved? Your communication strategy appears comprehensive and we are 
pleased to see that connections have been made with the School. While we note that the school children help out 
with your litter picks, we urge you to meet up with them and discuss the other projects that you have identified in 
your tidy towns action plan to see if they would like to get involved in any of them. Thank you for your completed 
entry form, map and photos as they proved to be helpful during adjudication. It should be noted however, that the 
map did not include Shamrock Park and we would appreciate if this is addressed in 2023. You are commended on 
drawing up a tidy towns action plan and we have no doubt that this will help you to prepare work programmes in the 
years ahead. When the action plan is being reviewed, it is recommended that each of the identified projects are 
arranged into their relevant tidy towns categories.
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Our first visit to Oldtown was both an informative and enjoyable experience. We are pleased to report that it looked 
great and it was obvious that care and attention appeared to have been paid to both public and commercial 
buildings to ensure that they were looking their best for adjudication. The Church looked very well with its neat and 
tidy grounds and it also appeared to have been freshly painted for the occasion. We note that attempts have been 
made to screen the car park boundary walls with ivy and creeper and while we agree with this approach, it may be 
necessary to supplement the planting as a significant proportion of the boundary walls have no vegetation on them. 
Saint Mary's National School on the Naul road also looked very well. We know from your entry form that there has 
been a major upgrade to the old Community Hall with numerous health and safety features installed as well as new 
flooring, a new toilet and other enhancements. You will be delighted to hear that it looked tremendously well during 
our visit and well done to everyone who was involved in carrying out this important project. The work that has been 
undertaken by the ‘Friends of Clonmethan’ Historical Society (involving the removal of Ivy from the Church tower, 
repointing boundary walls, restoring original gates and providing external lighting) is also appreciated. We were 
most interested to read about the electrical project that is commemorated at the village garden as we were unaware 
that Oldtown was the first rural Irish village to be connected to the rural Irish electric scheme in 1947. The village 
garden memorial itself forms a pleasant centerpiece for your village with its metal light bulb monument, water pump 
and painted vintage agricultural Machinery. Well done on giving the Balrothery District Council pump a fresh coat of 
paint and praise is also due to the owners / operators on the appearance of Oldtown House - which looked very well 
during our visit. Your committee and volunteers are commended on giving a facelift to the old derelict cottage beside 
the Pub but given that there is a national government priority to regenerate our town and village centres, Fingal 
County Council should be requested to seek the productive reuse of this site as a priority.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:
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Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

240
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Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 240

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

19/07/2022

 



undertaken by the ‘Friends of Clonmethan’ Historical Society (involving the removal of Ivy from the Church tower, 
repointing boundary walls, restoring original gates and providing external lighting) is also appreciated. We were 
most interested to read about the electrical project that is commemorated at the village garden as we were unaware 
that Oldtown was the first rural Irish village to be connected to the rural Irish electric scheme in 1947. The village 
garden memorial itself forms a pleasant centerpiece for your village with its metal light bulb monument, water pump 
and painted vintage agricultural Machinery. Well done on giving the Balrothery District Council pump a fresh coat of 
paint and praise is also due to the owners / operators on the appearance of Oldtown House - which looked very well 
during our visit. Your committee and volunteers are commended on giving a facelift to the old derelict cottage beside 
the Pub but given that there is a national government priority to regenerate our town and village centres, Fingal 
County Council should be requested to seek the productive reuse of this site as a priority.

There were a number of landscaping highlights on view in Oldtown during our visit. We loved seeing the mature 
landscaped beds at the school and we were delighted to find that they included pollinator friendly plant species such 
as fuchsia and sweetpea. The diverse planted herb beds (in recycled plastic planters) at O'Briens Lane looked great 
with Rosemary, sage, lavender, ox eye daisies and (what appeared to be) china pinks visible. The contribution of 
Oldtown House to this category is appreciated with attractive shrubs lining the boundary walls and colourful 
windowboxes and hanging baskets adorning the front of their premises. Colourful hanging baskets could also be 
spotted on the Community Hall. A range of different types of planters were also observed during our visit. We 
admired the new rectangular black timber box planters (stocked with summer bedding plants) as they looked very 
well. Older half barrel wooden planters were also visible at the entrance to Shamrock Park and beneath the Oldtown 
sign on the northern approach road into the village (close to the Orchard). We wondered if there are any plans to 
standardize the planters throughout Oldtown by phasing out the older planters? - The numerous planters that could 
be seen in Shamrock Park were eye catching while the cascading floral displays in the tiered planter at the bridge 
(i.e. the flower tower) were lovely. We were pleased to see that your committee and volunteers are adopting the 
recommendations of the All Ireland Pollinator Action Plan when choosing plants for your eco friendly schemes and 
we would welcome a list of the plant species that you have selected in your entry form next year. Well done also on 
promoting your tree planting programme by offering residents free chestnut tree saplings.

There is no doubt that rich natural habitats can be found within your village and in its surrounding area. We know 
from your entry form that there is a high level of awareness of the different types of habitats that can be found in the 
vicinity of Oldtown and we wondered if any surveys have been completed of local flora and fauna? Perhaps this is 
something that could be organized as a tidy towns project that the school children could help out with? We were 
delighted to read that your village is home to several protected bird species and that there have been many 
sightings of species such as Kingfisher and Grey Wagtail along the section of the River Daws which passes by 
O'Briens Lane. The presence of Red Kites, Grey Partridge and Yellowhammer (along field boundaries and 
hedgerows) is also acknowledged. Have these sightings been logged with Birdwatch Ireland? The local barn owl 
project that involves the placement of owl nesting boxes to encourage breeding sounds exciting and we would 
welcome updates on this next year. Consider asking the school children if they would like to be involved in 
monitoring the owls. The presence of several bat species and a range of mammals such as badger, pygmy shrew 
and hares is acknowledged and we wondered if any events have been planned to raise awareness of the rich 
biodiversity of your area among the wider community? A bat walk with a volunteer from Bat Conservation Ireland 
could be considered or why not organize a bird talk with Birdwatch Ireland? Information signage is also considered 
to be an effective way of letting local residents know about the rich and varied wildlife that can be found on their 
doorstep. Your commitment to boosting pollen sources by conserving natural roadside boundaries is appreciated 
and we note that a short nature walk information video has been produced – could a link to this be provided in your 
entry form next year?

We were very impressed by the standard of litter control that could be seen in Oldtown. Your committee and 
volunteers will be pleased to hear that your village was virtually litter free. Aside from a small number of isolated 
pieces of litter on the approach road from Dublin and opposite the entrance to the Orchard on the approach road 
from the north, no litter could be seen anywhere in the village. This is a great performance and in our view, it should 
reassure you that your approach to litter control is working very well. We also thought that the overall standard of 
tidiness in Oldtown was very high with footpaths, roadside boundary treatments and public areas appearing in good 
condition and well maintained. A small number of areas where improvements are possible were identified. At the 
bridge, the black and yellow paint needed to be spruced up while paint on the plinth at the village garden memorial 
would benefit from a revamp. The old post box outside the vacant property is in poor condition and a very untidy 
R122 sign could be seen on the roadside between the Church and the Community Hall. The wooden boundary 
fence alongside Weston may also need a fresh coat of paint in time for next year's competition.

It is pleasing to see that there is a clear focus on water conservation in your landscaping projects. This is 
demonstrated by your sourcing of self watering hanging baskets and planters and your plan to source water butts 
for rainwater harvesting. Don't forget that other practical actions can be undertaken which would enable your 
committee and volunteers to reduce resource use and promote more sustainable behaviour. Consider making your 
own compost as this will allow you to avoid commercially produced peat based soil supplements - this will also cut 
down on the amount of waste that ends up in your brown bins. Make sure that weed killers and herbicides are 
avoided in favour of natural alternatives or manual weeding. Well done on sourcing the plants and seeds that you 
use in your planting schemes locally but bear in mind that there is also the option of growing your own plants from 
cuttings and harvesting your own plant seeds. Consider also using recycled or waste products in your day-to-day 
projects. For example, try and use waste or surplus timber when making your timber planters and owl boxes. All of 
these actions represent good practical ways for your committee to conserve resources and to cut down on the 
amount of waste that you produce. You are also encouraged to raise awareness of the need to conserve energy, 
reduce resource consumption and avoid waste generation in your wider community by hosting talks and workshops 
on these themes.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



from the north, no litter could be seen anywhere in the village. This is a great performance and in our view, it should 
reassure you that your approach to litter control is working very well. We also thought that the overall standard of 
tidiness in Oldtown was very high with footpaths, roadside boundary treatments and public areas appearing in good 
condition and well maintained. A small number of areas where improvements are possible were identified. At the 
bridge, the black and yellow paint needed to be spruced up while paint on the plinth at the village garden memorial 
would benefit from a revamp. The old post box outside the vacant property is in poor condition and a very untidy 
R122 sign could be seen on the roadside between the Church and the Community Hall. The wooden boundary 
fence alongside Weston may also need a fresh coat of paint in time for next year's competition.

A high standard of presentation could be seen in the residential areas of Oldtown. Shamrock Park was most 
impressive with its modern single storey dwellings, carefully maintained green areas, mature trees and numerous 
colorful planters. However, the pedestrian entrance could have been improved as a sprawling cotoneaster branch 
was obscuring the name sign and weed was visible at the base of the planters here. Weston (opposite) looked nice 
and it was pleasing to see that the pavements and road verges are cleanly swept and weed free. However, no name 
sign could be spotted here – did we miss it? Clara Court is a very pleasant estate with its trimmed grass margins 
and decorative name sign while Daws Meadow (accessed form O’Briens Lane) looked great. The Orchard is a very 
attractive residential area with well maintained amenity areas and we wondered if any consideration had been given 
to adopting a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approach to the extensive green here?

The approach road from Dublin looked very well with its clean signage, trimmed grass margins and natural stone 
name plate with colourful landscaping bed at its base. The road verges and pathways on this approach also 
appeared in good condition. The approach from the north (past the Orchard) was impressive with its carefully 
maintained verges, prominent signage and magnificent mature trees. Noting the location of the GAA grounds along 
this stretch of road, we wondered if there are any plans to provide a footpath along here to link up with the 
pedestrian entrance into the Orchard?

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting Oldtown and seeing the many fine projects that your committee and volunteers have been 
working on. Be confident that work you were doing is leading to significant improvements for your village and we 
urge you to keep it up. We look forward to seeing Oldtown again in 2023.


