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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are delighted to welcome 
your 4 committee members to this year’s competition and we are glad to see that there are 14 volunteers helping 
you out. It is pleasing to read that links have been established with Fingal County Council and a range of local 
businesses including Reilly’s Daybreak, the Progressive Credit Union, Tesco, Fingal Farm Home and Garden, 
Florrie and May, John Kearns and Derek Flynn Agri. In our view, this demonstrates that the excellent work you have 
undertaken in the Naul over the last five years is highly valued and appreciated by the business community and 
residents. It is heartening to see that Clann Mhuire GAA club are participating in your projects and we urge you to 
approach other community-based sports and social clubs and ask them to get involved. Perhaps some of the 
residents associations would be interested in lending you a hand with your projects? We applaud the collaborations 
that you have developed with the school as the schoolchildren regularly attend your cleanups and well done to 
Foroige for helping out at the pollinator garden. We encourage you to continually look for opportunities for future 
project collaborations with younger age groups as it is a great way of raising environmental awareness and for 
fostering ownership of the projects that are completed. Thank you for your completed application form and map as 
they were a great help during our visit. Be sure to give serious consideration to drawing up a tidy towns action plan. 
Action plans are very helpful as they will enable you to identify projects under each of the tidy towns categories, set 
realistic priorities and work programmes and earn you extra marks under this category! We would also like to thank 
you for your positive feedback on the competition as we are delighted to hear that participation is proving to be such 
a positive experience for you and that your hard work is regularly acknowledged by residents and visitors to your 
village. Be assured that we also enjoy visiting the Naul every year and we very much appreciate your involvement in 
the competition.
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The Naul is a most attractive village with a pleasant blend of traditional and modern buildings. We are pleased to 
report that the standard of presentation of these buildings was generally high with commercial premises such as the 
Daybreak Store, Serenity Beauty, the Crossroad Barbers and Killians standing out. The distinctive traditional style of 
the Seamus Ennis Arts Centre (complete with thatched roof) looked tremendously well in its fresh coat of paint. It is 
understood that permission has been granted to provide a playground, adult exercise and seating areas, car 
parking, EV chargers and bike spaces to the rear of this building and while this work did not appear to have started 
at the time of adjudication, we hopeful of seeing these improvements in place in the near future. The plans to install 
an automated information display in the old telephone box are also noted. We enjoyed visiting the Naul Village 
Square and we are delighted to say that it looked great with its neat appearance, tiered planters (comprising colorful 
surfina and begonias) and Seamus Ennis plaque. We would like to commend the committee and the volunteers for 
maintaining this attractive outdoor space. Praise is also due to the members of the Church of the Nativity of Our 
Lady who are responsible for looking after this lovely heritage building and it's immaculately maintained grounds. 
The grotto looked tremendously well with its colorful planters. Further out, the Clann Mhuire Clubhouse was looking 
smart in its new coat of paint. We would like to thank you for the link that you provided to the Naul Guide. This is a 
most informative document which details the rich history of your lovely village. The renovation work that has been 
undertaken on the Naul Community Centre is acknowledged and you are commended on the enhancements that 
have been carried out at the Old Cottage. The painted sub station boxes are a lovely touch!
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

269

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55
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55

55

29

38

38

28
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252

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 269

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

11/07/2022

 



maintaining this attractive outdoor space. Praise is also due to the members of the Church of the Nativity of Our 
Lady who are responsible for looking after this lovely heritage building and it's immaculately maintained grounds. 
The grotto looked tremendously well with its colorful planters. Further out, the Clann Mhuire Clubhouse was looking 
smart in its new coat of paint. We would like to thank you for the link that you provided to the Naul Guide. This is a 
most informative document which details the rich history of your lovely village. The renovation work that has been 
undertaken on the Naul Community Centre is acknowledged and you are commended on the enhancements that 
have been carried out at the Old Cottage. The painted sub station boxes are a lovely touch!

A range of attractive landscaping schemes were on display in the Naul during our visit. The An Foroige pollinator 
garden is a delight with its attractive range of pollinator friendly plants and there is no doubt no doubt that the eye 
catching tiered planters (comprising surfina and begonias) in the village square helped to draw attention to this 
attractive space. The landscaping that was visible outside the SEAC also deserves praise as the large natural stone 
bed (complete with Seamus Ennis sculpture) looked well with its geraniums and begonias. The centre piece (big) 
tree looks great and it is clear that it is being well maintained. We enjoyed seeing the wooden box planter (adjacent 
to the SEAC) and the diversity of plant species used here was appreciated. Well done to the committee and the 
volunteers for the work that was undertaken on the amenity area at Bun a Cnoic. This area (comprising of 3 
interlinked spaces – amenity space, Meadow and Hedgerow) looked well during adjudication. The contribution of 
different businesses in the Naul to this category is acknowledged with the SEAC, Killians and the Daybreak shop 
adorned with attractive floral displays. The planting at the Naul name stone was noted and we look forward to 
seeing this mature in the years ahead.

We applaud the decision of Foroige to create a pollinator garden and to stock it with lavender, calendula and 
buddleia. The addition of a butterfly picture is also considered to be a great idea as it should help to raise 
awareness of the need to support pollinators. The provision of a raised pollinator bed at Devlin Banks was also 
appreciated and we encourage you to do an assessment of all your landscaping schemes to see if pollinator friendly 
species can be added to any of them. While the large tiered planters at the village square provided an explosion of 
summer colors and there is no doubt that they helped to enhance this space, they are stocked almost entirely with 
ornamental bedding plants (surfina and begonias) - both of which make very limited contributions to pollen sources. 
Consider diversifying these planters to include a much higher proportion of pollen rich plants and shrubs as they 
make a much more positive contribution to biodiversity. The geraniums that were visible in the large natural stone 
planter outside the SEAC also looked well but like surfina and begonias, they are not one of the recommended 
species in the national pollinator action plan. We were interested to read about the work that has been carried out 
by a local Garristown group on bats and roosting boxes. Would it be possible to get some more details on this 
project next year? The presence of Swifts is noted and we encourage you to monitor the swift population and input 
the results on the Birdwatch Ireland website.

A good standard of litter control could be seen in the Naul on adjudication day with the approaches to the village, 
the Main Street and the village square all appearing neat and tidy. A small number of exceptions to this high 
standard could be observed with litter visible at the recycling bank to the rear of the village square and along the 
lane past St. Anne's Church. This lane has the potential to be a black spot as items of litter could be found in the 
road verges and at the end of the lane. It is recommended that this area is frequently monitored in the year ahead 
as it will help to avoid an accumulation of litter here. It is pleasing to read that your regular litter cleanups are well 
attended with National School pupils and staff, the after school group and residents all getting involved. The 
standard of tidiness was considered to be high and it was clear to us that your committee and volunteers have been 
busy weeding kerbside's, sweeping footpaths and cleaning signs. As ever, A small number of improvements are 
possible. The bring bank signage (behind the bin receptacles) would benefit from a wash and the litter bin at the 
village square could be spruced up. The roadside bed (which runs along the base of the natural stone wall between 
the apartment block and the bring centre) was a little weedy and it would also benefit from a revamp.

We are pleased to see that some good projects are underway under this category. Well done on providing 
information boards which are used to keep the wider community in the Naul up to date with your events and 
activities - this is a far superior way of keeping everyone informed than printed flyers and newsletters. We note that 
your committee has a continuing programme to replace the existing timber planters with versions that retain water 
but as pointed out earlier in the report, permanent planted beds are often preferable as they are more robust and 
require less maintenance and resources (such as water and other supplements). We are delighted to learn that your 
community are preparing your own leaf mold and compost and that there are plans to harvest rainwater. Given your 
usage of planters for your landscaping, it is recommended that your committee should prioritize acquiring and 
installing water butts around your village to ensure that the use of treated water sources can be avoided for watering 
purposes. Be sure to identify sites that could accommodate water butts beside (or close to) your planters. Consider 
also growing your own plants, harvesting your own seeds for your landscaping schemes as well as using recycled 
materials for your day-to-day projects (such as waste or surplus timber). We are pleased to see that your committee 
and volunteers have worked with the school during a clean up week and we urge you to keep this up. Why not meet 
with the school to see if there are any potential projects under this category that you could collaborate on? Consider 
also organizing awareness events on Sustainability themes with the aid of the environmental awareness officer in 
Fingal County Council as a means of promoting the adoption of more sustainable behavior in the wider community.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



We note from your entry form that the residential areas are very well maintained and we are glad to report that a 
good standard of presentation could be seen in them during our visit. Delvin Banks looked great with its attractive 
bilingual entrance stone, bark lined beds and colorful hanging baskets on its entrance piers. The standard of 
presentation of the residential dwellings in the village is notably high as all properties looked very well. The residents 
of an Cnoic and Castle Manor are also commended on the work that they have completed in their areas.

Approach roads into the Naul looked well on adjudication day. The entrance from Dublin is in very good condition 
with its trimmed grass road margins, good quality surfacing and highly visible signage. It was also pleasing to see 
that there is a cycle path in place here. The Garristown / Oldtown road looked well with its trimmed grass verge and 
natural roadside boundaries. However, speed limit signage on the approach from Bellewstown / Drogheda was 
badly faded and untidy looking. The Naul name stone opposite the Old Mill looked lovely and the work undertaken 
to the natural stone Delvin Bridge was appreciated.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done to your committee and volunteers on a good performance in this year's competition. Be sure to take note 
of the feedback included in this report when preparing your work programme for the next 12 months and we look 
forward to seeing your village again in 2023.


