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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome 
your hard-working committee of 8 members to this year’s competition and it is great to see that you are assisted by 
64 enthusiastic volunteers! It is heartening to read that a good working relationship has been established between 
your committee and a range of influential organisations such as Fingal County Council, the Malahide Chamber of 
Commerce, the Department of Social Protection, Malahide Castle, Irish Rail and An Garda Suiochana (in Malahide) 
- and we urge you to maintain these links in the years ahead. It is no surprise to see that many local businesses are 
firmly behind your projects with Supervalu, the Grand Hotel, Tony Byrnes Menswear, Devany’s Solicitors, Jungle 
Flowers, Martin Kennedy Solicitors and the Malahide Credit Union all providing you with sponsorship. We applaud 
your level of engagement with your wider community as you have developed links with 14 different residents 
associations and environmental groups in your area in addition to the Malahide Lions Club, the Malahide 
Horticultural Society, the Malahide Historical Society and the Malahide Camera Club. We are pleased to read that 
these groups undertake their own cleanups and planting projects and we wondered if additional responsibilities 
could be delegated to them? Well done on forming connections with the schools (St Oliver Plunkett’s National 
School and Scoil Iosa Community School) and the sea scouts - and we are pleased to see that the schoolchildren 
and scouts have been busy undertaking projects that are relevant to the landscaping, nature and biodiversity and 
sustainability categories of the competition. Be sure to continue to work closely with the school and to identify new 
projects that would be suitable for collaborations. Thank you for your completed entry form and map. While we 
appreciate that a lot of work has gone into the preparation of the entry form, be aware it has become overlong (at 63 
pages) and it should be reduced next year. This could be achieved by cutting down on the number of photos 
included in it and by avoiding repetition. The absence of a landmarks, a scale and the majority of road names from 
your map reduced its clarity - these should all be provided on your map next year. The inclusion of a key on the map 
(which briefly identifies the numbers that are included on it) would also be useful.

48

We loved visiting Malahide on a sunny July evening and viewing the projects that your committee and volunteers 
have completed for this year’s competition. As always, your area looked fabulous with virtually all buildings looking 
their best. The Casino Model Railway Museum is a striking building with its thatched roof and distinctive design - 
and it is considered to be a very high quality attraction for Malahide. It is great to see that the renovation of vacant 
cottages in the Malahide Castle Demesne is continuing. The railway station looked very well with its pale brick finish 
and numerous hanging baskets while the Talbot railway arch looked bright and fresh in its new coat of paint. The 
appearance of the railway station could be improved further by giving the bike parking area in the car park a sweep 
and ensuring that items such as pallets and other materials are not stored here. The Station House looked very well 
and its uplighting was noted. The refurbishment of Killeen Terrace was ongoing at the time of adjudication and we 
look forward to seeing this important project completed in 2023. Strong praise is due to the business owners and 
operators in Malahide village as the standard of presentation of their properties was second to none - and we have 
no doubt that this is also influenced by their adherence to the agreed palette of colours (devised by the Chamber of 
Commerce, Fingal, the tidy towns committee and colour trend). While numerous good examples of business 
premises could be spotted, a small number were considered to stand out from the rest. Many properties in the 
village looked very well with McNally Opticians, O’Briens, Duffys, AIB, McGoverns Steak House, Boots, Café 
Provence, St Sylvester’s, Manor Brook and the Scotch Bonnet all drawing positive attention. The Carnegie library, 
Kathmandu Kitchen, Fowlers, the Orchid, Alfresco, Doyles Fishmongers, Gilbert and Wright and Donnybrook fair 
are also commended on their appearance and we loved the modern designs of DF and the Siam restaurant both of 
which provide a welcome contrast to the more traditional designs that can be seen elsewhere in the village centre. 
The recently refurbished Old Street restaurant also looked well. We were most impressed with the high standard of 
maintenance that could be seen in public areas throughout Malahide. Despite the large numbers of visitors on a 
bright sunny July evening, the majority of streets and public spaces were neat and tidy. The care and attention paid 
to public spaces is applauded. The wooden sculptures depicting sea themes which can be found along the 
pedestrian pathway behind the tennis courts are eye-catching structures that enhance this area and provide 
attractive features of interest. Well done also on providing a new seating area (complete with charge point) at St 
Sylvester’s Church. We applaud the provision of the new Dublin coastal trail in Malahide which includes information 
signage at key locations along its route. Unfortunately, it was not possible to locate any of the information signs from 
your map and we would welcome details of where they are located in your entry form next year. It should be noted 
that a number of the projects included under this category in your entry form are considered under other categories 
of this report.
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and its uplighting was noted. The refurbishment of Killeen Terrace was ongoing at the time of adjudication and we 
look forward to seeing this important project completed in 2023. Strong praise is due to the business owners and 
operators in Malahide village as the standard of presentation of their properties was second to none - and we have 
no doubt that this is also influenced by their adherence to the agreed palette of colours (devised by the Chamber of 
Commerce, Fingal, the tidy towns committee and colour trend). While numerous good examples of business 
premises could be spotted, a small number were considered to stand out from the rest. Many properties in the 
village looked very well with McNally Opticians, O’Briens, Duffys, AIB, McGoverns Steak House, Boots, Café 
Provence, St Sylvester’s, Manor Brook and the Scotch Bonnet all drawing positive attention. The Carnegie library, 
Kathmandu Kitchen, Fowlers, the Orchid, Alfresco, Doyles Fishmongers, Gilbert and Wright and Donnybrook fair 
are also commended on their appearance and we loved the modern designs of DF and the Siam restaurant both of 
which provide a welcome contrast to the more traditional designs that can be seen elsewhere in the village centre. 
The recently refurbished Old Street restaurant also looked well. We were most impressed with the high standard of 
maintenance that could be seen in public areas throughout Malahide. Despite the large numbers of visitors on a 
bright sunny July evening, the majority of streets and public spaces were neat and tidy. The care and attention paid 
to public spaces is applauded. The wooden sculptures depicting sea themes which can be found along the 
pedestrian pathway behind the tennis courts are eye-catching structures that enhance this area and provide 
attractive features of interest. Well done also on providing a new seating area (complete with charge point) at St 
Sylvester’s Church. We applaud the provision of the new Dublin coastal trail in Malahide which includes information 
signage at key locations along its route. Unfortunately, it was not possible to locate any of the information signs from 
your map and we would welcome details of where they are located in your entry form next year. It should be noted 
that a number of the projects included under this category in your entry form are considered under other categories 
of this report.

It was clear from your entry form that your committee and volunteers have been busy with landscaping projects for 
this year’s competition and there were many good quality schemes stocked with pollinator friendly species on 
display. We admired the work that has been undertaken at Bridge field car park with an impressive triangular bed at 
the vehicular entrance (with plant species that include hypericum and lavender) and an attractive bed comprising 
tree planting and shrubs at the pedestrian gate opposite the Talbot arch. We also enjoyed seeing the diverse beds 
to the front of the Station House and in the grounds of St Sylvester’s Church (where nice trees could also be seen). 
Floral displays were a feature of your village. A large number of box planters with cascading summer bedding plants 
lined New Street while colourful baskets adorned many business premises here. The white trough planters at the 
tennis courts also looked well. The beds comprising snapdragons and colourful begonias to be seen on the 
triangular area at the junction of Grove Road and the Coast road are lovely and we admired the wonderful diversity 
of species which could be seen in the large planted beds on the grounds of the Grand Hotel. We understand that 
challenging conditions the coastal walk have necessitated the planting of hardy grasses and shrubs and we are 
pleased to report that this area (with its wooden sculptures) looked well during our visit. The planting at the (ALCI 
award-winning) village green is applauded as the clumps of pollinator friendly plants in the large circular beds and 
the trees and grassed areas help to enhance this attractive space with its pleasant seating areas and eye-catching 
sculpture. You are also commended on the considered approach that you have taken to your projects under this 
category. It is clear from your entry form that you have conducted a review of your landscaping schemes and made 
some changes that have resulted in your schemes being of greater benefit to pollinators as well as being easier to 
manage. The changes implemented in Railway Avenue (whereby the beds were filled with annuals such as lilies, 
lavender and nepeta) is a case in point and we are delighted to report that this area looked great during our visit. 
Well done on removing some of the large bowl shaped planters to create more space for pedestrians and reduce 
obstacles for the visually impaired. We are glad to see that there is a continuing focus in Malahide on treeplanting 
with new trees planted at Robs Wall Park and Seabury and that trees are maintained in the Marina Village and in 
the Demesne. We are pleased to read that your committee and volunteers take an active role in the management 
and maintenance of many green areas in Malahide. It is noted that you regularly maintain the fairy garden at the 
library and the heritage garden at the train station. We also note from your entry form that crushed stone has been 
added to an area at Sonesta Green and that a woodland management approach has been agreed with the residents 
of Seabury.

You are commended on embracing the recommendations of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan as there were numerous 
schemes spotted with plenty of pollinator friendly varieties visible. We were particularly impressed by the beds in 
Bridgefield car park (with their Hypericum and lavender), Railway Avenue (with their lilies, lavender and nepeta), the 
Village Green and the heritage garden of the railway station. The adoption of a ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ approach is 
applauded as natural meadows could be spotted in the grounds of the Casino Model Railway Museum and in the 
Malahide Castle Demense. We understand from your entry form that restricting mowing and growing wildflower 
meadows has become a controversial issue with residents associations in your area. Have you considered 
organising an awareness raising event on the subject? This may prove helpful as it would give residents an 
opportunity to hear about the benefits of the approach and to discuss any concerns that they may have. We would 
also be interested to hear if any residents associations have adopted this approach for their amenity areas. We note 
from your entry form that the estuary has been designated as a SAC and SPA due to its bird population and we 
wondered if your committee and volunteers have organised any events to raise awareness of its ecological 
importance among the wider community? Perhaps Birdwatch Ireland could help you to host one? We are delighted 
to see that your committee and volunteers carry out regular cleanups of the beach and estuary areas and that you 
remove the invasive seabuck thorn and the Alexanders. These sound like excellent opportunities for collaborations 
with the schoolchildren and sea scouts and we wondered if they are also involved? We applaud your active 
participation in the preparation of a management plan for the Caves Marsh SPA and we note that a range of 
proposals are under consideration for the future management of this area. We would appreciate further updates on 
this important project next year. We were interested to read the woodland survey that has taken place on Seabury 
Green and further details on your management plan for this area would be welcome. It is also noted from your entry 
form that a number of future projects are proposed under this category which include a survey of the Gaybrook river 
valley and building bird and bat boxes which are to be positioned at different locations around Malahide.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



participation in the preparation of a management plan for the Caves Marsh SPA and we note that a range of 
proposals are under consideration for the future management of this area. We would appreciate further updates on 
this important project next year. We were interested to read the woodland survey that has taken place on Seabury 
Green and further details on your management plan for this area would be welcome. It is also noted from your entry 
form that a number of future projects are proposed under this category which include a survey of the Gaybrook river 
valley and building bird and bat boxes which are to be positioned at different locations around Malahide.

An exceptionally good afternoon in July meant that large numbers of people were out and about in Malahide 
enjoying the sunshine. Despite this, the standard of litter control was very good with the vast majority of areas 
appearing neat, tidy and litter free. There were a small number of exceptions to this. Litter could only be seen in 
isolated amounts along the main street, along Healys lane, along the coastal path way to the rear of the tennis club 
and along the coastal pathway leading to the Marina. The large temporary green wheelie bins at the central village 
green proved to be a wise idea as litter in this location was hard to spot and only one or two isolated items could be 
found along the section of the Dublin Road that was adjacent to the natural boundary with the grounds of Malahide 
Castle. This is considered to be an excellent performance in the circumstances and we would like to commend your 
committee, volunteers and residents on their ongoing commitment to reducing litter levels in Malahide. The standard 
of tidiness was also considered to be high. We are glad to report that road signs were neat and tidy, kerbs were 
weed free and paths were cleanly swept. As always, improvements are possible. While signage is generally in good 
condition, we were surprised to see a small number of untidy sign poles with no signs in position on the seaward 
side of Caves Strand. These sign poles should either have the correct signage fixed to them or be removed as they 
are serving no useful purpose. We were disappointed to read that dealing with graffiti is a challenge but you will be 
pleased to hear that none was visible during our visit.

It is pleasing to see that there are a good range of projects underway under this category that are designed to 
conserve energy, reduce resource use and avoid the generation of unnecessary waste. Well done on providing LED 
streetlights throughout the village and in residential areas and we are interested to hear about any other energy 
saving measures which are under consideration or have been implemented in your area. It is good to know that your 
committee and volunteers are undertaking some practical actions to reduce resource use. For example, we are glad 
to hear that rainwater harvesting takes place and that you are making your own compost – Why not set a target for 
yourselves and aim to be 100% self-sufficient in rainwater and compost over the next 2 or 3 years? The provision of 
water bottle refill stations is applauded and we urge you to consider expanding the number of these facilities into 
areas where there is a clear demand - such as schools, and sports clubs. We are delighted to read about the many 
steps that your committee are taking to promote active and sustainable travel in Malahide (such as developing safe 
walking and cycling routes to schools) and we would encourage you to undertake a survey in order to ascertain if 
transport user behaviour is changing as a result of these actions. Perhaps the schools would be interested in getting 
involved with this? Well done on working with local businesses to promote the 2GoCup campaign which aims to 
reduce the amount of disposable coffee cups used in Malahide. This is a laudable initiative and we encourage you 
to think of ways to measure the number of people who are moving away from using disposable cups in response to 
your campaign. Perhaps the participating businesses could help you with this?

It is heartening to read that your committee has established good relationships with the residents associations in all 
of the residential areas in Malahide and that you work closely together on litter picks and other maintenance 
projects. We are pleased to report that all of the residential areas that were seen appeared in very good condition 
and it was obvious that they are subject to regular maintenance. Sea park on the Coast Road looked tremendously 
well with its pleasant name signage, trimmed grass, mature trees and abundant planting. Further out, the modern 
housing area at Robs Wall also impressed and we applaud the addition of trees to the park here. We particularly 
liked the planted boats at Yellow Walls Road and Inbhir Ide (which also had magnificent mature trees). An attractive 
entrance name stone (with landscaping) was visible at Chalfont and we admired the planting that was visible in the 
roadside margins here. Sonesta also looked lovely with its prominent name signage, colourful entrance planting and 
trimmed grass margins. Praise is also due to everyone involved in the maintenance of St Margarets Avenue which 
looked great with its new footpaths and resurfaced road.

The standard of approach roads into Malahide is high. The approach from Swords is lovely with its carefully 
maintained roads and footpaths, bright planter boxes and natural hedgerow boundaries along the edge of the 
Malahide Castle grounds. The coast road approach is similarly impressive with its sea views, mature trees and well 
maintained green areas. The eye-catching landscaping on the triangular area (at the junction of the Coast Road and 
Grove Road) is a highlight that helps to create a positive first impression for the visitor. Well maintained green areas 
are also visible along the Estuary Road, Caves Strand and the Haven. We were delighted to see that there is a 
strong focus on active travel modes in your projects this year. It is also pleasing to read that the Malahide active 
travel group undertook a survey of local residents and used its findings to put together a proposal which sets out 4 
access routes through your area to improve access to the schools. We note that the first of these access routes 
involved the creation of a shortcut between Seabury and Killeen Park (which includes a new ramp and lighting) 
which was devised to reduce car use. This is considered to be an excellent project which greatly improves 
pedestrian and cyclist access and we look forward to seeing routes 2, 3 and 4 come on stream in the years ahead. 
The ongoing works to the walkway from Seamount and Seapark are also acknowledged.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

We applaud the work undertaken by your committee, volunteers and residents over the past year as it had led to a 
number of significant improvements for your area. With other projects underway and planned (such as the new 
access routes for pedestrians and cyclists), these are exciting times for Malahide and we look forward to returning 
again in 2023.


