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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to your active committee of 20 members and it is great to see that you enjoy the support of 40 volunteers. 
Well done on establishing good links with Fingal County Council, the Community Employment Scheme, Prosper 
Fingal, Howth Harbour Master and Iarnrod Eireann among others. It is clear from your entry form that both your 
committee and volunteers are firmly rooted in the community as many of your members are engaged in other 
community based groups such as Howth Pathways, Howth Sutton Community School, Howth SAAO, Howth 
Allotments, Friends of Balscadden Beach and the Heritage Society. It is also pleasing to see that there are good 
connections between your Committee and many of the residents associations in Howth. We urge you to maintain 
these links going forward as in our view, they are helping you to get projects completed and make Howth a better 
place to live and to visit. We applaud your excellent communication strategy and we particularly agree that it is 
working exceptionally well in getting your message out and raising awareness of your events and activities. It is 
great to see that there are connections in place between your community and second level schools in Howth with 
transition year students taking part in your landscaping, bulb planting and wildflower seed harvesting projects. Be 
sure to continue to undertake collaborative projects with the school children and teachers in the years ahead. We 
would like to commend you on the hard work that has gone into the preparation of your entry form. However, it 
needs to be concise and as it is over 70 pages in length, the document is simply too long and we recommend that it 
should be substantially reduced in size for next year. This could be achieved by cutting down on some of the detail 
provided. For example, in section one there is no need to provide the analytics of your social media accounts as a 
short description would suffice. Similarly, your description (in section 1) of a specific project where particular effort 
was applied is 8 pages long even though a short paragraph would have been preferable here. Your three-year 
action plan was read with interest and we wish you all the best with its implementation.
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We spent a very enjoyable sunny July afternoon exploring Howth and observing the many fine projects that your 
committee and volunteers had completed for this years competition. We are glad to see that despite the difficulties 
posed to businesses during the Pandemic, many of Howths businesses have bounced back with their premises 
looking fabulous. While numerous good examples could be seen, a number stood out. The Railway Station, the 
Bloody stream and Burdocks (with its new outdoor seating area) looked great while the Howth Market, Findlaters, 
the Hair Room, Ginos and O’Connells on the promenade were most impressive. Praise is due to Margadh and 
Ionad Fiacloireacht Chosmaideach on their ‘as Gaeilge’ signage. On Abbey Street, the Howth School of Music 
looked every well while in Howth Village, One Main Street, the House, McDermotts, Main Street Flowers, the 
Winehouse (complete with its new railings) and McNeills are all commended on their appearance. Community 
buildings were just as impressive with Howth Church, Saint Mary's Church of Ireland and the Library (complete with 
its outdoor reading space) all drawing positive attention while the Courthouse looked brilliant in its new coat of paint. 
We admired the eye catching wooden sculptures along the planted bank to the rear of the bus stop and we applaud 
the efforts of your committee and volunteers in getting new toilets installed at the entrance to the harbour - these 
new chalet style buildings look very well and they are an excellent addition to Howth. Your committee and 
volunteers are also commended on the maintenance that you have undertaken to the public realm with brightly 
painted substation boxes on view and attractive seating areas to be found along the promenade, at Abbey Street 
and at Harbour View. The addition of a new granite seat at the Nashville Park slope and the relocation of a bench to 
the front of the Columbanus Hall is acknowledged. We note that discussions are continuing with respect to retaining 
the outdoor seating areas (at hospitality venues in Howth) and we would welcome an update on this matter in 2023. 
We would also like to commend the committee on continuing to monitor the number of empty buildings in Howth and 
for raising this matter with the elected members.
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buildings were just as impressive with Howth Church, Saint Mary's Church of Ireland and the Library (complete with 
its outdoor reading space) all drawing positive attention while the Courthouse looked brilliant in its new coat of paint. 
We admired the eye catching wooden sculptures along the planted bank to the rear of the bus stop and we applaud 
the efforts of your committee and volunteers in getting new toilets installed at the entrance to the harbour - these 
new chalet style buildings look very well and they are an excellent addition to Howth. Your committee and 
volunteers are also commended on the maintenance that you have undertaken to the public realm with brightly 
painted substation boxes on view and attractive seating areas to be found along the promenade, at Abbey Street 
and at Harbour View. The addition of a new granite seat at the Nashville Park slope and the relocation of a bench to 
the front of the Columbanus Hall is acknowledged. We note that discussions are continuing with respect to retaining 
the outdoor seating areas (at hospitality venues in Howth) and we would welcome an update on this matter in 2023. 
We would also like to commend the committee on continuing to monitor the number of empty buildings in Howth and 
for raising this matter with the elected members.

A number of good landscaping and planting schemes could be seen in Howth during our visit. The new triangular 
bad at the entrance to Howth Castle looked great and we applaud the range of pollinator friendly plants (which 
include lavender, shrubs and brightly coloured garden cosmos) that you have selected for this location. Praise is 
also due to your committee and volunteers for using landscaping to enhance a range of highly visible public areas in 
Howth - with the best examples to be seen between the Promenade and Harbour Road (where ground cover 
pollinators such as lavender and ox eye daisies) could be found in bark lined beds, at the junction of Harbour road 
and the promenade (in front of the new toilets) and at the bank behind the St Laurence wall. We are pleased to see 
that wildflowers were thriving on the approach from Howth Castle (between the Howth Castle entrance and the 
Railway Station), on the raised bank beside Burdocks and at the Harbour road junction. Given that natural 
wildflowers are an excellent source of pollen, we urge you to keep this up but be sure to grow wildflowers naturally 
by letting grass grow and watch the results – as spreading wildflower seed is no longer recommended. While it was 
pleasing to see that the small wild flower bed at the harbour road was in good shape, it was noted during our visit 
that the holly trees here were struggling and had wilted in the hot dry conditions. The cascading floral displays in the 
large tiered planters along the promenade looked well and they provided lovely summer colours to this area. 
However, the large water tank that was placed beside them helped to underline their water requirements during the 
summer months so we urge you to work to ensure that their needs can be met from harvested rain water sources. 
The summer bedding plants (that included begonia's) in the bed at the junction of the Promenade and Church Rd 
also added colour and while it is appreciated that ornamental plants add variety to your schemes, pollen rich plant 
species are preferred under the All Ireland Pollinator Action Plan. We applaud the work that has been undertaken to 
the Courthouse slope where the combination of attractive landscaping and wooden sculptures was a highlight and 
we also admired the established and mature beds that could be seen beside the car park on the promenade. The 
diverse range of shrubs and pollen rich plant species here (that included hebe, fuchsia, sage and roses) looked 
tremendously well and they were buzzing with pollinators. The landscaping at the Abbey road seating area was nice 
and we applaud the work done by your committee and volunteers on the regeneration of the area to the front of 
Harbourview - as the new seating area and planting here looked great. The provision of mulching to the area 
outside Scoil Mhuire National School Lane and Balglass is acknowledged and the addition of a landscaped outdoor 
reading area at Howth Library is considered to be a marvelous idea – we have no doubt that this area is appreciated 
by all library users. The grounds at Howth Church also looked very well maintained and we enjoyed seeing the box 
hedging, lavender and roses here. A range of attractive and varied planters were also visible around Howth Village.

Your entry form reveals that plenty of good projects have been undertaken for this category over the past year. We 
enjoyed reading your biodiversity action plan and we were delighted to learn that a range of project implementation 
partners have been identified which includes the schools and the sea scouts as well as Fingal County Council, Irish 
Rail and Irish Water. We wondered if some of the other community based groups (such as Friends of Balscadden 
Beach, Howth Allotments, Howth Heritage Society and residents associations) could be encouraged to take 
responsibility for one of more of these projects? This would not only raise awareness about your projects in the 
wider community but it would also facilitate the implementation of the plan. We are pleased to see that mowing 
regimes for public areas have been agreed with Fingal County Council and noting that herbicides are now avoided 
by Scoil Mhuire, we wondered if Fingal have also given a commitment to discontinue herbicide usage in your area? 
We applaud your ‘adopt a patch’ initiative and the biodiversity beds at the Balglass / Balkill junction demonstrate that 
it is working very well. Be sure to let us know of any other biodiversity beds that have been adopted. Perhaps this 
initiative presents an opportunity for a new collaborative project with the school? We are pleased to read that the 
work you are undertaking to rid Howth of the scourge of Heliotrope is continuing and noting your admission that this 
represents ‘a mammoth task’, we recommend that you enlist as much help as possible from other community 
groups in this endeavour. Well done on digging up and successfully eliminating invasive alexanders from the loop 
path and it is great to hear that native pollen plant rich varieties are now thriving. We note that the Howth 
conservation grazing project is ongoing. The establishment of a pollinator corridor along the promenade is 
applauded and it is recommended that you consider carrying out bee and butterfly counts to track changes in the 
number of pollinators that can be found here (as one of the citizen science surveys identified in your biodiversity 
plan). Perhaps the schools would be interested in assisting you with this project?

Congratulations on the launch of your Conscious Cup campaign. It is clear from your entry form that a huge amount 
of work has gone into this initiative with a series of in depth research, planning and implementation phases that 
needed to be completed before its launch. We are delighted to read that it is now underway and we wish you all the 
best with it. Be sure to try and monitor how many people are using the cups and avoiding single use alternatives - 
as this will provide you with the data that you need to demonstrate that your project is working and achieving a 
meaningful reduction in waste generated. We salute the partnership that has been formed between your committee 
and the Howth allotment group as it is clear that great collaborative work is taking place. This can be seen by your 
actions which include growing their own plants, harvesting rainwater, making compost / leaf mould / nettle tea 
fertilizer and using cardboard for mulching to control weed and assist in soil management. The use of recycled 
materials (such as paint from the recycling centre) provides further evidence of your commitment to sustainability. 
These are all excellent projects and we wondered if any thought had been given to setting targets? For example, 
why not commit to sourcing all of the plants and seeds that you need for your landscaping schemes from your own 
resources? Consider also setting a target to ensure that all compost and soil supplements used are home grown. 
We also encourage you to keep the wider community in Howth updated on your excellent work in in the allotments 
through social media. Not only will this help to raise awareness of sustainability issues, but it will also demonstrate 
that behaviour change is possible, achievable and cost effective. We are pleased to hear that your committee have 
started the process of making Howth a sustainable energy community and we look forward to hearing updates on 
this project next year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



As adjudicators we understand that your committee and volunteers face particular challenges during the summer 
months due to the large influx of visitors into your area. We are pleased to report that the standard of litter control 
that could be seen during our visit was generally good and that the majority of areas in your town were litter free and 
in good condition. However, the number of visitors in Howth was quite high during adjudication and predictably 
enough, small amounts of litter could be seen in areas where people congregate such as the bus stops (outside 
Beshoffs and outside the railway station) and at the junction of Abbey Road and the main promenade. We were 
slightly surprised to see that litter was also present on the approach road from Sutton and there was a small 
concentration of items on the approach road leading to St. Anne's Church. However, all other areas were neat and 
tidy with locations such as Howth Village, Church Road and Harbour View appearing litter free. The standard of 
tidiness was also considered to be high and we have no doubt that your committee and volunteers have paid close 
attention to weed control and pavement maintenance as they all appeared in good condition. While we note that 
signage cleaning has taken place, we spotted a small number that appear to have been overlooked during your 
clean ups. An untidy parking sign could be seen opposite the Court house and a sli na slainte sign nearby also 
needed attention. A sign pole without a sign was observed outside Apache pizza and the substation beside the 
pleasant seating and planted area on Abbey Road was untidy looking due to the weed growth that surrounded it.

needed to be completed before its launch. We are delighted to read that it is now underway and we wish you all the 
best with it. Be sure to try and monitor how many people are using the cups and avoiding single use alternatives - 
as this will provide you with the data that you need to demonstrate that your project is working and achieving a 
meaningful reduction in waste generated. We salute the partnership that has been formed between your committee 
and the Howth allotment group as it is clear that great collaborative work is taking place. This can be seen by your 
actions which include growing their own plants, harvesting rainwater, making compost / leaf mould / nettle tea 
fertilizer and using cardboard for mulching to control weed and assist in soil management. The use of recycled 
materials (such as paint from the recycling centre) provides further evidence of your commitment to sustainability. 
These are all excellent projects and we wondered if any thought had been given to setting targets? For example, 
why not commit to sourcing all of the plants and seeds that you need for your landscaping schemes from your own 
resources? Consider also setting a target to ensure that all compost and soil supplements used are home grown. 
We also encourage you to keep the wider community in Howth updated on your excellent work in in the allotments 
through social media. Not only will this help to raise awareness of sustainability issues, but it will also demonstrate 
that behaviour change is possible, achievable and cost effective. We are pleased to hear that your committee have 
started the process of making Howth a sustainable energy community and we look forward to hearing updates on 
this project next year.

The range of residential areas in Howth is delightful. We loved seeing the lovely traditional style properties spotted 
at Howth Terrace (which looked stunning), Church Street, Balscadden Road and the wonderfully named Dumbo 
terrace. Numerous mature suburban residential areas such as Harbour View, Evora Park and Asgard Park were 
also observed and we admired the very high standard of maintenance that could be seen in them. We know from 
your entry form that there are awards such as best balcony, best street and best home and we urge you to keep 
these up as they are clearly driving the standard of presentation higher each year. We were also pleased to see that 
there is a commitment given to maintaining and promoting the neighbourhood level competitions in your tidy towns 
action plan with the assistance of Howth Community Council. Why not approach local businesses to see if they 
would be interested in sponsoring these great events?

The hard work undertaken on entrance roads into Howth for this year's competition is appreciated. Significant 
improvements were visible on the Howth Castle approach with neatly trimmed grass margins, attractive mature 
trees, clean signage and clearly marked cycle lanes to be seen here. The new entrance bed at the entrance to 
Howth Castle is particularly eye-catching with its shrubs, agapanthus and lavender on display. It is noted that this 
was a collaborative project involving a partnership that included your committee, the owners of Howth Castle and 
the Central Remedial Clinic and we would like to reassure all participants that your landscaping efforts looked 
stunning during adjudication - so well done to you all on this excellent project. Praise is also due to the committee 
for the improvement works undertaken to key areas of the public realm in Howth. These areas include the harbour 
entrance area in front of the new public toilets, the Courthouse bank and the planted strip between the edge of the 
Promenade and Harbour road (which was planted with ground cover pollinator plants).

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to congratulate your tidy towns committee and volunteers on another impressive performance in the 
competition. It was clear during our visit that your projects are continuing to make a significantly positive contribution 
to your area and we have no doubt that your fine efforts are appreciated by residents, businesses and visitors to 
Howth. Keep up the good work and we look forward to returning again in 2023.


