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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Foxrock is welcomed to the Supervalu Tidy Towns competition 2022.   Thank you for your application, map and 
copy of your plan.  Foxrock has a committee of 12 members and a large number of volunteers all working diligently 
to develop and enhance this beautiful village.  Meetings are held monthly and more frequently during the summer.  
An annual information meeting is held to update the residents on your progress.  There is strong involvement with 
the businesses, who have a rota in place to ensure the village is kept clean of weeds and litter. You have built a 
successful relationship with Tullow Parish.  It is hoped that a similar relationship will be achieved with Foxrock 
Church.  The installation of a defibrillator is commended.  The village should have members trained up on its use, to 
ensure that there is help available if required.   The village receives good support from the County Council and other 
bodies.  The schools also give the committee good support.  There is a youth Tidy Towns group in place.  Younger 
children help out with their parents when possible.  As a result of the large number of volunteers willing to help, 
Foxrock is divided into four areas.  Each area has its own WhatsApp group to arrange maintenance.  Equipment is 
provided by the Tidy Towns group.  This initiative came about during the pandemic and has proved to be one of the 
most successful projects. It encourages more people to get involved and take ownership of maintaining their area.  
Participating in the competition has helped to enhance the village through different projects developed and has 
encouraged more people to come and meet and enjoy the social element of the work.
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Foxrock contains a number of heritage and landmark buildings.  It is noted from your application that Foxrock is 
designated an Architectural Conservation Area by the County Council.  The Gables is an iconic landmark within 
Foxrock and is presented to a high standard.  It is important that buildings of historical importance are protected and 
maintained to this standard. Cooldrinagh, the birthplace of Samuel Beckett was visited and admired.  Tullow Church 
is again iconic and presented to a high standard. This care for your heritage is again seen in the restoration of the 
Ticket Office and Phone Box.  We look forward to seeing the addition of the old clock on the ticket office.  Perhaps 
you could erect more information boards about these important heritage structures within the village.  The pictures 
of the trains in the carpark and rail track were noted and admired.  These complement the Ticket Office and are a 
great way to show the history of the area.  The modern builds in the village add to the charm of the streetscape and 
the businesses are commended on their presentation. The many businesses blend with the natural surrounds of the 
village. The addition of outdoor dining has also brought brightness to the streetscape. It is also positive to note you 
were part of the steering group in the submission and development of the County Development Plan.  You are lucky 
to have the two public spaces of Beckett Green & Joyce Green, which can be used for social gatherings and 
recreational use.  The addition of seating has further enhanced these areas.  They were both presented to a high 
standard.  Signage was good throughout with some encroaching foliage needing trimming.   Well done on your work 
to conserve the natural heritage of your area.
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recreational use.  The addition of seating has further enhanced these areas.  They were both presented to a high 
standard.  Signage was good throughout with some encroaching foliage needing trimming.   Well done on your work 
to conserve the natural heritage of your area.

The mature and existing landscaping on approach roads and throughout the village, is complemented by the 
well-maintained landscaping of the village.  Foxrock are working in conjunction with the All Ireland Pollinator Plan on 
their planting policy for the village.  The inclusion of more pollinator friendly plants in all planting sites was noted. 
This is commended. On entering the village, entrance signs and main junctions were admired by the bright colourful 
planting.  The planting of native trees and hedging was also noted.  You have participated in a tree strategy with the 
council.  As a result of this Foxrock is planning to plant a number of trees recommended at various locations.  The 
hard landscaping installed at various locations, which provides for rest and relaxation was enhanced by the superb 
planting.  It is important that pollinator friendly planting is also done by the village residents at their homes and 
surroundings.  The trellis installed along concrete walls and planted with climbing plants was admired.  Wildflowers 
when planted at a dull site, helps to rejuvenate the area.   To create more interest and awareness, a FIT count 
(Flower Insect Time) could be conducted.  This is done by watching a patch of flowers for a short period of time and 
monitoring the number of insects visiting.  The data collected could be submitted online.  This study confirms if the 
planting attracts insects.  This initiative runs from April to September. Your improved planting should come out 
trumps in such a study.

In this category groups are asked to show how the appreciate and manage nature and biodiversity in their locality.  
In the previous category it has been noted that more pollinator planting is included in all landscaping.  You have also 
engaged a professional ecologist and have taken on board recommendations suggested by the ecologist.  The 
pandemic has resulted in some good projects being discovered.  In Foxrock one such project, was the creation of 
an outdoor space which includes a bee garden.   Tresillian Bee Garden was created by the residents at the end of 
their cul-de-sac and has been warmly welcomed.  The planting undertaken at this site provides tranquil 
surroundings for the residents to meet socially and also ensures the bees are happy.  Bug hotels and bird boxes 
have also been installed at a number of sites.  There are a number of planned surveys which were postponed and 
are now taking place in September.  These includes surveys on foxes, grey squirrels and insects.  The findings from 
these surveys will be welcomed with next year’s entry.

Achieving success in this category wouldn’t be possible without the help of the wider community.  From your 
application it is evident that this is taking place.  The Saturday information / coffee morning is an excellent initiative, 
it gives the wider community a chance to meet and is a great social meeting for new residents in the area.  The 
outdoor gathering is also an superb opportunity to acknowledge everyone’s hard work and support. You have built 
on this strong community support through the development of the Road Rangers, equipping them with supplies and 
empowering them to be responsible for their own areas.  On day of adjudication the results are showing dividends, 
with no litter noted. Foxrock portrays an air of tidiness throughout which is very positive and is a credit to the hard 
work by the community and businesses alike.  However, in an area like this, small things can distract.  Some weed 
growth was noted, but amounts were small.  Also, some dog fouling was noted, but you are doing good work to 
combat this.  Well done on your work in this category.

Foxrock’s three-year plan on sustainability has been restructured.  The first year of the plan did not happen as 
expected.  The plan is titled “Foxrock’s Future is Green” with a focus on Water management, Energy efficiency and 
Transport.  In this category groups are encouraged to better manage their resources to reduce waste generation.  
You intend holding webinars, distributing newsletters and emails to the wider community, to promote Foxrock’s 
Future is Green.   It is envisaged that more projects will be undertaken in the next year.  Do ensure that all projects 
in this category are included in your application, otherwise they could go unnoticed and not get the recognition they 
deserve.

The many residential areas within Foxrock are presented to an exceptional high standard.  The residents are to be 
complimented on the presentation of their homes, with beautifully landscaped gardens and surrounds.  It is obvious 
the pride that’s taken in your homes and this is seen throughout the village.  The reclamation work of the overgrown 
trees at Claremount Pines is commended, as is the work at the Thicket off Hainault Road. It is projects like this, that 
only help to further enhance the area.  Well done to all involved.

The approach roads to any area always set the tone and the standard.  On entering Foxrock, you are met with the 
beautifully landscaped welcome signs.  The approach roads to the village are superb. Traffic flowed freely through 
the village, with the village carpark providing additional parking when needed.  Footpaths and pedestrian access 
were good.  Some lanes were slightly congested on day of adjudication but this is to be expected. Some low 
branches slightly impeded on footpaths, but this was at a minimum.
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Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate Foxrock on a beautiful sunny day.  The community spirit and support for 
Tidy Tows in evident in your application and in visiting the village.  Keep up the excellent work and you are wished 
continued success in the competition.


