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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
You are very welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition.  We are always delighted when new 
communities join us and we hope it will be a pleasant experience and that our reports will be of benefit to you every 
year.  Thank you for your completed application form including photos, and attached map, 3 Year Plan and 
Biodiversity Plan 2022.  You map clearly shows road names, the location of green spaces, flower planters etc and 
so was it was very easy to negotiate our way around your area ... thank you. 
Your committee of eight has an additional one hundred who volunteer weekly and when a project needs extra 
hands. That is a great number of volunteers and we commend you on recruiting them. We were delighted to see 
that you have a dedicated email address, Facebook page and Twitter account as social media is important in 
spreading information about your activities.  You list a large number of businesses and local community groups who 
support you in addition to the Local Authority community development, waste management and biodiversity 
sections. This is your first year to enter the competition and we hope that the whole community benefits from the 
experience.  Being part of Tidy Towns tends to raise the spirits of the local community and this encourages them to 
maintain their own properties so that the area is aesthetically pleasing to all.  But most of all … have fun and enjoy 
the company of your local community.
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Your borders are the Grand Canal to the north, Drimnagh/Crumlin Road to the south, Dolphin Road to the East and 
the Naas Road to the west and within your area there are one and two storey terraced and semi-detached houses, 
interspersed with shopping areas and green spaces.   The centre of Drimnagh has the religious and educational 
buildings – the RC church, Our Lady of Good Counsel National schools and Our Lady of Mercy Secondary school 
all built when Drimnagh was planned in the 1930’s/1940’s.  The shopping areas within Drimnagh are well located 
and accessible on foot from all areas and are generally locally owned which is excellent.  We admired the Garda 
Station at the Sundrive road junction and also the Iveagh Sports Pavilion in the park. We noticed that Crumlin 
shopping centre was closed – are there plans for this?  Closed places become derelict very quickly so hopefully you 
won’t have this experience. We felt there was a distinct lack of seats in Drimnagh, particularly in the green areas 
where families, adults, and youths can gather and meet. Seating doesn’t encourage anti-social behaviour so this 
shouldn’t be accepted as an excuse for lack of seats. Identify areas where you know people gather and ask DCC to 
install seats and picnic tables (and of course litter bins close by). We noted the utility box with the famous people of 
Drimnagh – it’s good to honour those who have made a difference to our lives.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

212

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

TOTAL MARK 550 212

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

19/07/2022

 



Although there are many, many residential roads you also have quite a number of green spaces around Drimnagh, 
the largest being the beautiful Brickfield Park with its sports fields, all weather pitch, playground and great mature 
trees which we noticed are being replaced when they are diseased or damaged.  We loved the wide tree lined path 
through the centre which brought us to the playing areas. Landsdowne Valley Park with the Cammock River is a 
great amenity and when we visited there were people picnicking and families walking with their dogs.  It has a Pitch 
and Putt course and also outdoor gym equipment.  The Good Counsel GAA facility has a great number of mature 
trees surrounding the play area and also have planted a number of new trees – just remind them to check the ties 
every now and again so that the bark isn’t damaged. The Benmadigan Road green space is used by the football 
club – perhaps a few groups of trees could be planted where the area is not used for ball play?  You also have 
green spaces at many of the road junctions – some are quite big e.g. Carruth Roundabout with the trees in the 
centre and pollinator-friendly planting at the edges.  We were disappointed to see that there was no pedestrian 
access into Landsdowne Valley Park from the corner of Cooley Road nor from the cul-de-sac of Mourne Road. 
Small pedestrian gates, with ramps if needed for the change in levels, would make the park accessible to residents 
in this area. The gates to be locked at night time if desired to discourage anti-social behaviour/ gatherings.  We 
admire that you have an ‘adopt a planter’ campaign with your local business, shops and some residents.  Taking 
ownership of a planter will ensure that it is watered and dead headed when necessary.  Additional trees would be a 
bonus in many of the residential roads – perhaps in buildouts, if necessary, as is done by DCC in other locations 
around the city. The main structural elements in the landscape and one of the main structural elements in a 
streetscape are trees.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing.  By planting and 
caring for trees, you help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the appearance of your community 
and increase the value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, food for insects and food, 
roosting sites and nesting sites for birds.

With trees, green spaces, gardens, the river and the canal in addition to the buildings and walls etc you have a 
diverse range of habitats for nature. We noted your Biodiversity Plan which you have worked on for the past year 
and we congratulate you on its production.  Having a local ecologist available to undertake the plan was wonderful 
and we see that 10 Actions have been recommended for you to undertake. This will take time and planning and we 
wish you the best in this.  The GAA facility has a considerable area of grass which is not used for play. We suggest 
that you approach them and ask that they leave tracts unmown so that insects, birds and small mammals have food 
and shelter.  This can be cut back in autumn. We see on the DCC website that there is a Landsdowne Native Tree 
Trail available – we were unable to download it as there was no link. This is something you should investigate and 
maybe organise a walk-about where the trees and their importance are explained.  Are there any areas where you 
could make a pocket park to be planted with pollinator-friendly flowers? These left-over spaces are ideal as mini 
parks/ habitats and add to the biodiversity of an area.  Encourage residents to grow pollinator friendly flowers from 
now on.  Have a look at the website http://www.biodiversityireland.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf for ideas.

We recommend that you encourage the community to become involved in Team Dublin Clean-Up Day and in An 
Taisce’s ‘National Spring Clean’ as this will let them see the amount of litter, weeds and fly-tipping that accumulates 
over a winter and hopefully encourage them not to throw litter.  Linking with the local schools is commendable and 
we hope that the ‘special litter picking streets event for families’ was a success. Your residential roads were quiet 
when we visited and we noted very little litter so we commend the litter-pick-up volunteers.  Weed growth was noted 
which detracted from some areas. Weeds can be sprayed using organic weed killer or with a mix of salt, vinegar 
and washing up liquid, or indeed removed manually. Ask the litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or a wire brush and to 
remove weeds from the base of walls, footpaths and road kerbs. We see that you have residents who are part of 
Adopt-a-Place which is wonderful.  The support of the residents is crucial in a large community and we are delighted 
that you have built up a good relationship.  While we are aware that letting grass grow is good for biodiversity it 
should be done in a controlled manner so that the area doesn’t look neglected. We refer to the grass margins which 
have been left uncut around the paths at Bóthar an Charnáin.  The large green space has been cut – which we 
suggest should be allowed to have swaths uncut – and the surrounding margins beside the paths are untidy and 
unpleasant. Discuss this with DCC and ask that this be rectified next year.  We agree with you – litter bins are very 
scarce in Drimnagh. We see that you are trying to have the numbers increased and we agree that they are needed 
in areas of heavy pedestrian traffic and in the parks.  Where dog fouling is a problem just paint ‘Clean up after your 
dog’ on the paths – we’ve been told this works better than posters on lampposts etc.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste. This category is about tackling the growing waste 
mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global 
and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. Educating both young and 
old in Sustainability – doing more with less is crucial so that we advance our knowledge in how we use the 
resources of the planet in order to cut down on our waste. As a committee starting off, it is recommended that you 
get the basics right and focus on simple but effective measures. For example, you could grow your own pollinator 
friendly plants, harvesting your own seeds or sourcing donations of plants from keen local gardeners is 
recommended as this also avoids the waste associated with shop bought varieties.  Perhaps make your own 
compost for use in your landscaping schemes as this avoids all of the associated packaging and other waste that 
comes with shop bought fertilisers.  Shred branches and leaves for bark mulch for your planting beds.  Use waste or 
surplus products (like timber) to make planters or other items like bird boxes and seating benches. Consider 
harvesting rainwater in order to avoid using treated water when maintaining your planters. This is a simple process 
which involves placing a water butt on a downpipe to capture rainwater.  Are there any ESB fast charge points for 
electric cars in Drimnagh? If not, enquire about having one installed. We looked for a water refill station but didn’t 
see one.  As Brickfield Park has a large foot fall it would be good to have one installed in this location. There are 
many other ways to advance in this category and we suggest that you examine the website  
http://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sustainable-Waste-and-Resource-Management.pdf which may 
give you some ideas.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



remove weeds from the base of walls, footpaths and road kerbs. We see that you have residents who are part of 
Adopt-a-Place which is wonderful.  The support of the residents is crucial in a large community and we are delighted 
that you have built up a good relationship.  While we are aware that letting grass grow is good for biodiversity it 
should be done in a controlled manner so that the area doesn’t look neglected. We refer to the grass margins which 
have been left uncut around the paths at Bóthar an Charnáin.  The large green space has been cut – which we 
suggest should be allowed to have swaths uncut – and the surrounding margins beside the paths are untidy and 
unpleasant. Discuss this with DCC and ask that this be rectified next year.  We agree with you – litter bins are very 
scarce in Drimnagh. We see that you are trying to have the numbers increased and we agree that they are needed 
in areas of heavy pedestrian traffic and in the parks.  Where dog fouling is a problem just paint ‘Clean up after your 
dog’ on the paths – we’ve been told this works better than posters on lampposts etc.

As stated above, when residents become involved in their street this results in them also paying more attention to 
their own houses and gardens.  We visited many of your roads and were delighted that in the main, the houses 
were well presented with many having beautiful arrays of colourful flowers and shrubs and some had ornamental 
trees giving additional drama to their gardens.  Have you thought about having a Best Kept Road Competition?  
This gentle rivalry is healthy and encourages residents to become involved in their areas. The houses of Iveagh 
Gardens were admired – we loved the layout, the simple railings as boundaries, the rows of trees and the small 
neatly kept green spaces at the entrance.  Many of the gardens had beautiful displays of colourful flowers, grasses 
or shrubs which were very pleasant.  It’s disappointing to see that replacement windows are not in the style of those 
existing – is this an ACA? Something you could raise with the Conservation Officer in DCC.

Located south of the Grand Canal, you are between the Naas Road, Crumlin Road and Dolphin Road.  These roads 
were extremely busy with traffic when we visited and so it was a pleasure to turn into the residential zone of 
Drimnagh. The ‘Welcome to Drimnagh’ sign at the Dolphin Road junction is located in a green space and is clearly 
visible to the motorist. We recommend that the temporary planter is replaced with a permanent bed (perhaps brick 
surround to honour the brick making tradition of Drimnagh) where planting of varying heights can be paced, taking 
care to only use low, colourful, pollinator-friendly flowers, in front of the sign.  The roundabouts are very pleasant 
and we loved that they were surrounded by low walls so that a visual connection is permanently present between 
those in the green spaces and those walking/driving on the paths/roads. We noticed a number of new sections of 
paving and see that DCC are installing dipped kerbs to provide ease of access for wheelchairs, buggies and small 
children on bicycles.  Cycle routes are not marked but we assume that motorists drive with care around the 
residential streets and so the cyclists are safe? We saw that many of the roads are made from concrete which have 
worn very well – we’re guessing these are original from the 1940’s development.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting Drimnagh and seeing the success of the work undertaken.  Does your area include Drimnagh 
Castle?  This was not part of your map but we visited the area none the less. 
A little advice on filling up next years application form and map. In terms of your Tidy Town’s application form you 
will have seen that this we request that applicants would number their projects as, new projects (N), or improved or 
maintained projects (M). N1, N2, N3 … and M1, M2, M3…. etc.  This same numbering system to be used to indicate 
the locations of these projects on a map – N1, N2, ….M1, M2… etc.  This is to help the adjudicators to negotiate 
their way around your area and see the various projects.  We ask that you number the projects in this manner so 
that we can see which are new, and which are being maintained.  Needless to say, attendance at walk-abouts, 
seminars etc. would not be marked on a map. Just write – not on map.  We wish to state that this is not a criticism of 
your work but to explain to you that as adjudicators we rely on a clear application form and accompanying map to 
inform us of your projects.  
The 1936 Drimnagh Residents Association plaque – Working Together to Help each Other – was noted …. nice. 
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


