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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your completed application form, map 
and Tidy Towns Plan. Your Plan is out of date – please revise it for next year and include the Peace of Mind Garden 
in it which is a ‘Future Project’.  We recommend this, as an up-to-date Plan helps to focus a committee on activities 
and projects to be undertaken. As we have previously advised don’t make the plan too onerous – just a few actions 
under each category that you can achieve in the time allocated and remember to add partners who will assist/advise 
you.  Your committee of nine has an additional ten who volunteer when a project needs extra hands. It is difficult 
when a committee loses members and hopefully you will be successful in recruiting more in addition to recruiting 
more volunteers. We were delighted to see that you have a dedicated email address, a website, a Facebook Page 
and a Twitter account as social media is important in spreading information about your activities in addition to 
traditional methods of posters, radio and newspapers.  We checked your Facebook page – the last update was 12 
December 2021. You must keep social media active if you have it.  You list state and semi state organisations in 
addition to businesses and local community groups including residents’ associations who support you. This is your 
fifteenth year entering the competition and we agree with you that the competition encourages the local community 
and visitors to be mindful of maintaining the area so that it is aesthetically pleasing to all.  Well done in achieving 1st 
Place in the All-Ireland Pride of Place 2020 awards which you will add to the many other awards you have 
previously won.  In the application form you gave the number to projects but didn’t show all of these locations on the 
map. Please see Concluding Remarks for advice on filling out the Application Form and referencing the projects on 
your map.
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Donnybrook streetscape consists of residential properties, commercial and business premises, hotels, a rugby 
stadium, a bus depot, church and graveyard which makes an interesting mix of architectural styles.  Add to this the 
sweep of the main street which adds further interest to the village centre. We admired the many locally owned 
commercial units which we saw were being supported by the residents.  We see that there are quite a number of 
archaeological structures/ records in Donnybrook including the historical graveyard with its 1629 tombstone. We 
note that you are undertaking repairs and we assume you have had professional advice for this?  We admired the 
Victoria Regina post box. We spotted one free standing and one wall mounted one but you might have more?  We 
noted your painted utility boxes, with themes relating to Donnybrook, which we admired.  We noted others not 
painted and we recommend that when these are being done you choose a theme which relates to Donnybrook – 
historical, architectural, sports, celebrity, etc etc. The beautiful metal bridge over the River Dodder allows the 
pedestrian great views up and down this wide river. We noted the plaque commemorating the first Ireland Final 
played at Beech Hill in 1888.  We love the old green lamp standards and see that DCC has budgeted to paint these 
in the next year.  We are delighted that they are being retained as many have been replaced by more modern ones 
which have no character. The mural at Mulberry Lane was admired.  We love it when seating is introduced into the 
streetscape as it encourages people to sit and chat. We noted your various new seating areas and encourage you 
to do an audit of Donnybrook and see if seats can be added to other areas.
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historical, architectural, sports, celebrity, etc etc. The beautiful metal bridge over the River Dodder allows the 
pedestrian great views up and down this wide river. We noted the plaque commemorating the first Ireland Final 
played at Beech Hill in 1888.  We love the old green lamp standards and see that DCC has budgeted to paint these 
in the next year.  We are delighted that they are being retained as many have been replaced by more modern ones 
which have no character. The mural at Mulberry Lane was admired.  We love it when seating is introduced into the 
streetscape as it encourages people to sit and chat. We noted your various new seating areas and encourage you 
to do an audit of Donnybrook and see if seats can be added to other areas.

With 13 hectares of green space close to you, the beautiful Herbert Park is a brilliant asset to have. Located 
between Donnybrook and Ballsbridge the park with its great mature trees, in addition to a duck pond, boules 
ground, bowling green, croquet court, tennis courts, playground, football pitches and outdoor gym, is a wonderful 
amenity for your residents, workers and visitors.   We also love that The Hive can be leased by members of your 
community – although it was not being used on the day we visited.  By initiating ‘Adopt an Island’ you now have all 
of the planters maintained by volunteers, which is excellent.  The planters at the graveyard entrance have shrubs 
that appear to be dead so the shrubs need to be replaced or the planters removed.  We loved the landscaping 
around ‘Raw’ – please commend them, as it greatly improved the streetscape. Additional trees would be a bonus 
along many of the roads around Donnybrook. The main structural elements in the landscape and one of the main 
structural elements in a streetscape are trees.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and 
wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, you help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the 
appearance of your community and increase the value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, 
food for insects and food roosting sites and nesting sites for birds.  DCC have planted trees along residential streets 
successfully around Dublin – it means losing one or two parking spaces but the benefits to the community far 
outweigh this loss.

With trees, hedges, stone walls, gardens, the River Dodder, the graveyard and Herbert Park and other green 
spaces you have a great area of habitats for flora and fauna.  The BuZz shelter project encourages the residents to 
create more pollinator-friendly gardens.  Should the Dodder be recognised as an official UN urban nature reserve 
and to have it protected as a wildlife corridor would be wonderful – best of luck on that initiative.   We hope that the 
Dodder Greenway project doesn’t harm the natural habitats.  We hope that the annual family walk along the Dodder 
in June to raise awareness of the amenity and the habitats was as successful.  Besides the Dodder have you 
identified any other area which you could study? The aim of this category is to encourage people to recognise, 
engage and celebrate the biodiversity and richness of the wildlife habitats in their surroundings.  You already have 
highlighted the Dodder … but are there more? To promote biodiversity, we need to manage habitats in such a way 
that we provide food and shelter for our fauna and a place to grow and thrive for our flora.  We see there is a tree 
trail in Herbert Park – we had a look on the DCC website and found it.  We had the company of a squirrel on our 
walk through the park and we noted the duck pond so perhaps a study of Herbert Park in conjunction with the local 
school could be undertaken?

We are delighted that you encouraged the community to become involved in Team Dublin Clean-Up Day and in An 
Taisce’s ‘National Spring Clean’. Involving the community in these two annual events will let them see the amount of 
litter, weeds and fly-tipping that accumulates over a winter and hopefully encourage them not to throw litter.  
Situated on a main commuter route there are large volumes of pedestrians, cyclists, cars and buses passing 
through your village daily with all the problems associated with this.  We are happy to report that when we visited, 
the village was virtually litter free – so please commend your volunteers.  Unfortunately weed growth was noticed in 
quite a few areas which detracted from them.  Weeds can be sprayed using organic weed killer or with a mix of salt, 
vinegar and washing up liquid. Ask the litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or a wire brush and to remove weeds from 
the base of walls, kerbs and pavements.  Some of the Dublin Canvas utility boxes need to be repainted as the paint 
is chipped. The yellow plastic road bollards on the pedestrian island were quite dirty.

This is a category where many communities struggle but it is just about being aware of how we use the resources of 
the planet so that we cut down on our waste. This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is 
creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. We applaud you for your 
‘Don’t leaf it to Others’ campaign whereby the leaves collected by the volunteers are collected by DCC and returned 
the following year to you as compost. Now residents are making their own compost from the leaves they collect.  
Bicycle stands have been installed around the village by DCC which hopefully will encourage residents to cycle 
when making the short journey to the village.  You have a Book Exchange box. We noted the ESB fast charge point. 
We also looked for a water refill station around the centre of the village but didn’t see one.  As the area has a large 
footfall you should enquire about having one installed. There are many other initiatives you could undertake and we 
recommend that you look at the TidyTowns handbook (available on line) for ideas under this category and others.

Residential properties in Donnybrook are a mix of single-, two- or three-story, primarily red brick, terraced houses in 
roads on both sides of the main R138 commuter route and the more recently built apartment complexes, many of 
which are gated-communities.  These red-brick properties are quite beautiful – some giving directly onto the street 
while others have gardens, generally well kept, with grass, shrubs and flowers.  We noticed trees in the larger 
gardens which added to the beauty of the streetscape. The green area along the entrance road to Beech Hill was 
quite beautiful and is well maintained.  We loved the Community Notice ‘board’ where posters can be inserted.   The 
seats looked inviting but we hadn’t time to stop. We noted quite a number of gardens have red brick boundary walls 
with beautiful wrought and cast-iron railings and gates which also add to the beauty of the streetscape. We are 
delighted that you have built up a relationship with residents’ groups in the area: Herbert Park Area Residents 
Association, Beech Hill Residents Assoc, Belmont Neighbourhood Group, Donnybrook Residents Association, 
Eglington Terrace Residents Association, Morehampton Terrace, etc. The support of the residents’ associations is 
crucial in a large community as the volunteers cannot maintain the area with their help.  We note that you have an 
ACA in Donnybrook: BELMONT AVENUE/MOUNT EDEN ROAD & ENVIRONS.  We encourage you to engage with 
the owners/occupiers of properties who fail to maintain their gardens – these can become Semi-Natural Grasslands 
which, in themselves, are a habitat.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



while others have gardens, generally well kept, with grass, shrubs and flowers.  We noticed trees in the larger 
gardens which added to the beauty of the streetscape. The green area along the entrance road to Beech Hill was 
quite beautiful and is well maintained.  We loved the Community Notice ‘board’ where posters can be inserted.   The 
seats looked inviting but we hadn’t time to stop. We noted quite a number of gardens have red brick boundary walls 
with beautiful wrought and cast-iron railings and gates which also add to the beauty of the streetscape. We are 
delighted that you have built up a relationship with residents’ groups in the area: Herbert Park Area Residents 
Association, Beech Hill Residents Assoc, Belmont Neighbourhood Group, Donnybrook Residents Association, 
Eglington Terrace Residents Association, Morehampton Terrace, etc. The support of the residents’ associations is 
crucial in a large community as the volunteers cannot maintain the area with their help.  We note that you have an 
ACA in Donnybrook: BELMONT AVENUE/MOUNT EDEN ROAD & ENVIRONS.  We encourage you to engage with 
the owners/occupiers of properties who fail to maintain their gardens – these can become Semi-Natural Grasslands 
which, in themselves, are a habitat.

You are located on the busy N11 (R138) route bringing commuters from Wicklow and south Dublin into the city and 
so this road is always busy with traffic making it difficult for your village residents.  We noted that you engaged with 
DCC on a proposal to make some of your roads one way and that a decision was due in Autumn 2021 – what 
decision was made? The yellow and black kerbs on the pedestrian islands are in need of repainting.  We are totally 
in favour of this form of road traffic management especially on busy roads as it quickly warns the motorist of the 
road edge and gives extra protection to the pedestrian.  We wish it would be undertaken at all road junctions, traffic 
islands and medians as we’ve seen in other countries.  We love the idea of the median opposite Donnybrook church 
becoming a wild flower bed – the pots there at present are a bit lost. This median extends for quite a distance, and 
at present the grass is cut on a regular basis, so a wildflower bed would be most appropriate. The Welcome to 
Donnybrook signs are perfectly located – maybe add a Slán to the rear.  There were quite a number of commuters 
on bikes – truthfully it didn’t appear very safe. Hopefully a properly designated cycle path will be added to the 
village.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We have visited Donnybrook many times, but this time, as an adjudicator, we had a more critical view and 
thoroughly enjoyed what we saw …. we commend your committee and volunteers. 
In terms of your Tidy Town’s application form you will have seen that we requested that applicants would number 
their projects as, new projects (N), or improved/maintained projects (M) and all ‘future’ projects should only be 
included in a 5-Year Plan and NOT in the Application Form. You are to give each action/project a number as New 
(N1, N2, N3 etc.) or Maintained (M1, M2, M3 etc).  This same numbering system to be used to indicate the locations 
of these projects on a map – N1, N2, N3 etc and M1, M2, M3 etc. The colour coding is acceptable it’s the numbering 
system you need to rectify. This is to help the adjudicators to negotiate their way around your town and see the 
various projects or locations of projects.  Needless to say, attendance at talks etc. will not be marked on a map. We 
wish to state that this is not a criticism of your work but to explain to you that as adjudicators we rely on a clear 
application form and accompanying map to inform us of your projects and make our visit rewarding.   We would 
appreciate if these points could be taken into consideration when preparing your 2023 application.   In addition, put 
a boundary line around the extent of the area you wish the adjudicators to visit. 
A copy of the Newsletter wasn’t attached … but that’s ok.
We suggest you consult the Tidy Towns Handbook, which has been revised, as it includes plenty of suggestions for 
suitable projects to consider under the various categories. It is available to download from the Tidy Towns website. 

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


