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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
The adjudicator is delighted to be back in the Heritage Town of Dalkey for this year’s Tidy Towns Competition. You 
committee of ten and seventy plus volunteers have undertaken numerous projects for this year’s competition.  You 
are commended on your hard work as you continue to develop and enhance Dalkey under all the categories of the 
competition.  You engage with all the local supporting bodies and organisations, an impressive ninety-eight in total.  
This collaboration and involvement are vital in support to the committee. 
Your committee meets regularly both formally and informally and your volunteers are divided into strategic groups.  
This is an excellent idea to untilise the volunteers to the greatest effect.  You communicate to the wider community 
through newsletter, website and social media.  This is important to keep motivation, recognition of achievement, 
involvement and raise awareness of new projects and findings. The Monthly Newsletter is an excellent publication 
and a great source of knowledge to the community.  Can the newsletter be downloaded from the website?  You also 
have a very strong reach and engagement on Facebook. 
Your meeting with the County Council and local businesses throughout major developments is also commended. 
Delighted to see that you could hold your first public meeting after Covid restrictions and update the wider 
community on representing Ireland in ENTENTE FLORALE EUROPE 2022.  You are wished the very best of luck in 
the competition. 
The future of Tidy Towns is the involvement of the youth and it is brilliant to see such a strong youth involvement in 
Dalkey. Your action and education days are commended.  Congratulations to Loreto School on its success in the 
Green Schools Programme and the number of Green Flags earned. We look forward to seeing the Junior Tidy 
Groups back in operation and look forward to seeing their own projects develop. 
You also include in your application a top 10 of the competition involvement benefits. This is an excellent addition 
and the Tidy Towns unit is delighted to see how your involvement in the competition has developed your community 
and your community spirit.
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It is inspiring to see how you turned the negative impact of Covid lockdowns into a positive and used this time to 
plan local upgrading. This gave an opportunity to plan and this is obvious from the number of projects undertaken in 
this category. The Library upgrades were noted and admired as were the shopfronts along Castle Street.  Dalkey 
Pharmacy, SuperValu, Country Bake, Finnegan’s, Hark, Kings Inn, Bubbas, Castle and Heritage Centre, The 
Queens and Loreto Abbey were just some of the many buildings that caught the adjudicators eye.  Well done to 
everyone involved on the hard work in presenting your area to such a high standard. 
The SquareAbout was also admired, this is now an excellent outdoor socialising area.  The lavender bed in this area 
was also admired. The Famine Pot, an important part of our heritage was also admired along with its surrounds. 
Your continued developments at Dillions Park and Sorrento Park are also commended. It is brilliant to see the Eire 
WW2 Installation fully restored and you are applauded for your work in maintaining this area. Dalkey continues to 
develop its streetscape and public places, well done on your work in this category.
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was also admired. The Famine Pot, an important part of our heritage was also admired along with its surrounds. 
Your continued developments at Dillions Park and Sorrento Park are also commended. It is brilliant to see the Eire 
WW2 Installation fully restored and you are applauded for your work in maintaining this area. Dalkey continues to 
develop its streetscape and public places, well done on your work in this category.

From your application the Daffodil colours of both Entente Florale Europe and Ukraine at the Barnhill Road looked 
fabulous. The planting at Hyde Road was in full bloom on day of adjudication and was greatly admired. The 
upgrades to the Vico Road entrance was also noted and admired. 
Dillion Park and Sorrento Park was also visited and enjoyed.  You are continuing to develop these areas and to 
improve them with new projects.  The inclusion of information signs is always welcomed.  We look forward to seeing 
these areas continue to develop.
You continue with your landscaping throughout the town.  Do watch for the trees in planters as some at the 
SquareAbout need attention.  Planters are always a good attention to soften the hardness of urban surrounds.  The 
area at the castle is beautifully landscaped and maintained as is Archbold’s keep and Ormeau Drive.  Do continue 
to include pollinator friendly planting where possible. Do keep up the great work in this category.

Dalkey is lucky in its natural setting beside the sea.  As you correctly state you are surrounded by marine life and 
costal vegetation and this focuses your activities and projects in this area.  Your location within the core of the 
Biosphere gives you access to so many species of wildlife.  We would love to see the results of the monthly counts 
of birds that your volunteers undertake. It will also be great to see the results of the Gull behavior monitoring 
program.  Do ensure to share any findings with the wider community as you do through the Community Newsletter.  
This is a great way to raise awareness. We also look forward to hearing the results from you new nest boxes.  It will 
be great to see if these new sites and boxes are used. 
Your Bee and Butterfly corridor concept is another excellent initiative.  We look forward to its development and 
results.  Your support with Pollinator Planting is applauded and involving the wider community.
Do continue to develop these projects, record findings and raise awareness with the wider community.

As you say in your application “Tidiness is a Team Effort” and this is what is needed to keep a busy area clean and 
tidy.  You approach this category like the others in an organised and structured manner.  The transformation of the 
footpaths into social places is a welcomed addition and has really transformed the look and feel of the Town’s 
centre.  On day of adjudication they were being well used.  Your “Gleamers” are doing excellent work, well done to 
all involved.  You hard work is paying off with the town generally free of litter.  Any litter spotted was fresh and 
amounts were small. You are to be commended on your work targeting and removing graffiti.  On day of 
adjudication a small amount was noted near the rocks at Bullock Harbor, but amounts were small, so well done on 
your hard work in this area.  Some weed growth was noted at kerbs and footpaths but again amounts were small.  
Dog fouling however appears to be a problem and was noted at different locations in the town.  Well done on your 
work in this category.

You are applauded for your work on the creation of the Dalkey Energy Master Plan (EMP). A very special 
congratulations on being a finalist at the SEAI Energy awards under the Inspirational Energy Community section.  It 
is clear you fully understand the concept of becoming a sustainable energy community. You are also commended 
on your work with other local Tidy Towns groups on sharing your experience and knowledge.  By everyone working 
together this is where we see real results.  
Your support and involvement with the national retrofitting program is another example of working as a sustainable 
energy community.  Please continue to document this process in future applications and update on your progress.  
You are wished well in this project.  
In this category a prime focus is about raising awareness, however to do this you need to understand what is 
happening and what needs to change.  Your work around Air Quality, ticks all these boxes.  The survey that you 
completed with the residents gives you the rich data to understand what is happening.  The results are very 
interesting particularly around BER and fuel usage.  This data will now allow you to create your baseline and we 
look forward to seeing the updates to the Master Plan.  This data along with the air quality monitoring, will feed 
future projects and create awareness with the community, get involvement and ultimately lower harmful pollutants.  
We will watch this development with interest over the coming years.  Rainwater harvesting is another excellent 
project as is the recycling of plastic bottles and cans.  It is a brilliant initiative the “reverse vending machine” to 
receive vouchers for all bottles and cans recycled.  The important point here too is that the number of cans and 
bottles is reducing, do continue to monitor and record this. Well done to everyone for your work in this category.

You have undertaken numerous projects under this category.  The blocked drain survey is a brilliant project to be 
involved with and this will certainly help with flooding and road damage.  The many residential areas within Dalkey 
are a credit to all residents.  It is without doubt obvious the pride and attention that people put into their homes and 
surrounds.  You are fortunate that vacant properties aren’t an issue and any that are, you monitor closely.  The 
addition of planting has certainly enhanced areas, such as Hillside Park.  Do continue to prune back vegetation from 
paths and pedestrian areas.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



As you approach a Town the entrance always gives a good first impression and this is the case in Dalkey.  The 
approach roads with the Dalkey Heritage Town Signs, suitable landscaping and planters give a welcoming feel.  
Road surfaces and footpaths are good throughout with new surfacing noted at the SquareAbout.  This area has 
been enhanced greatly with planting and street furniture and was a hive of activity on the day of adjudication. Some 
of the trees in the planters here did need some attention. It is always advisable to look long term at the sustainability 
of trees in planters, ground planting can be a better option.  The area across from Achbold’s castle is beautifully 
maintained and landscaped. Since the adjudicators last visit, the old Tram Yard is closed, we look forward to seeing 
this area developed in the future.  The Town was very busy on the day of adjudication, but traffic flowed freely.

We were delighted to have the opportunity to visit Dalkey for the purposes of second round adjudication in the 2022 
competition. We'd like to begin by thanking you for your comprehensive entry form as it was helpful during our visit. 
The references to the Sustainable Development Goals were also appreciated. However, at 55 pages it cannot be 
described as concise and we urge you to reduce its length for next years competition. This could be achieved by 
limiting photos and avoiding repetition. The map provided was of limited use as many of your 35 projects were not 
shown on it. Be sure to provide a larger map (e.g. A3 size) for next year and note that its best to include all of the 
projects that you want the adjudicator to have a look at. You are highly commended on forming close links with a 
total of 98 different organizations and it is clear that these partnerships are serving you well. Well done also on 
working closely with local schools. Noting the popularity of your social media content, we wondered if it is still 
necessary to print and hand deliver 3,000 of your newsletters each month? Perhaps this is something that you could 
investigate in the coming months. 
Dalkey looked stunning on a sunny August afternoon and we were most impressed with Castle Street with its 
widened footpaths and new street lighting. We are glad to report that the standard of presentation of individual 
shops and commercial premises is notably high. While it is not possible to list all good examples, a number stood 
out – with Thyme out, Select Stores, Dalkey Pharmacy (complete with As Gaeilge signage), Supervalu, Dalkey 
News, Doyles, M. Byrne and Barnhill Stores all looking particularly well. The refurbished library looked lovely and 
providing a heritage centre in ‘Goat Castle’ is a fabulous reuse of this building. We wholeheartedly agree with the 
assessment of the first round adjudicator with respect to the Squareabout as it is a lovely addition to Dalkey. The 
development of parklets is appreciated and we loved the areas outside the Grapevine and the Papermint. We 
applaud your decision to add attractive planting and to maintain outdoor public spaces with the seating areas at 
Archibolds Castle (adjacent to the famine pot), Writers Corner and St Patricks Square looking tremendously well 
and proving very popular in the August sunshine. Despite our best efforts, we were unable to locate the WW2 
Eiresign at Hawkscliff. Can a viewing spot be identified in next years entry form?
We were particularly pleased to see that your committee and volunteers have embraced the recommendations of 
the All Ireland pollinator plan with pollinator friendly species to be seen in abundance. We loved the new beds at 
Castlepark Avenue and Hyde Road were agapanthus and grasses in abundance. The tree straps at the Castlepark 
Avenue should be regularly checked to ensure that they are not too tight. We concur with our predecessor in June 
with respect to the use of tree planters on Castle Street as in some instances, the trees were clearly struggling - 
some of the trees outside the Queens had withered. The planting at St Patricks Square looked well with the rose 
beds in full bloom while the diverse landscaping scheme at the entrance to Ormeau Drive was admired. New 
planting including Lavender and Broadleaf Platain at Writers Corner impressed and we look forward to seeing this 
scheme mature in the years ahead. You are commended on the work that you have done upgrading and 
maintaining Sorrento Park where the resurfaced paths, seating areas, painted bandstand, signage and pollen rich 
planting (such as catmint) greatly improve this space. We had a delightful visit to Dillons Park and we enjoyed 
seeing its refreshed picnic tables, colourful entrance planting and wonderful views of Dalkey Island. 
It is clear from your entry form that you are taking full advantage of your coastal location overlooking the Dublin Bay 
Biosphere as there are many good quality projects underway in Dalkey under this category. Like the first round 
adjudicator, we appreciate your efforts to boost pollinator friendly planting and to make room for bees and butterflies 
in Sorrento Park and note your determination to include pollen rich plant species in all of your landscaping schemes. 
We are pleased to see that there is a proposal to develop bee and butterfly corridors and we’d be interested to hear 
more details on how this is to be achieved. It is proposed to map the households who participate in it? Consider 
asking residents associations to play their part by adopting ‘a don’t mow let it grow’ approach and to engage in 
pollinator planting on their estate amenity areas and road margins. We were fascinated to read about the provision 
of swift nesting boxes and we look forward to hearing updates on this great project next year. It is also 
recommended that you share the results with Birdwatch Ireland.
There are some great projects included under the sustainability category with your preparation of the Dalkey Energy 
Master Plan (EMP) drawing particular attention. Like our predecessor in June, we read about the results of the air 
quality survey with great interest. The significant contribution to air pollution that is made by private cars is striking 
and whilst we appreciate that EVs are part of the solution, switching to active (cycling and walking) and public 
transport (bus and rail) modes also represent good options for cleaning air quality. Have you considered 
undertaking a transport user survey? Perhaps this could be done with the assistance of one of the schools or one of 
your project partners? The results are likely to be informative. If a high proportion of residents are regularly using 
cars, then significant shifts to public and active travel modes would go a long way to cleaning up your air quality. 
Well done also on harvesting rain water and there appears to be good potential to grow this initiative. We would also 
like to hear if your committee and volunteers are making your own compost and growing (or seeking donations) of 
plants and seeds for your landscaping schemes. 
The standard of litter control is high with key areas such as Castle Street, Sorrento Park and Dillon Park appearing 
litter free. Small amounts of litter were visible along Vico Road, in St Patricks Square and in areas where people 
congregate such as Writers Corner and at Bullock Harbour where discarded dog foul bags were visible. Noting that 
similar observations were made by the first round adjudicator in June, perhaps a litter bin should be provided here? 
The standard of tidiness was notably high so well done to your committee and volunteers on weeding roadsides, 
sweeping pavements, maintaining street furniture and washing signage. As always, a small number of 
improvements are possible. An untidy sign pole was visible at Writers Corner while a weedy gravel based bed with a 
jaded plinth was spotted at St Patricks Square. While the standard of signage was generally good, a small number 
in need of attention were seen and they include; the stop sign at the entrance to old Quarry, the black and yellow 
road sign on Ulverton road, a yield sign close to the junction of Vico and Sorrento Road and a black and yellow road 
sign on Coliemore Road (close to the entrance to Sorrento Park). Praise is due to the committee, volunteers and 
residents for their hard work on maintaining and landscaping their streets and residential areas – with the entrance 
planting at Castlepark Close and the shrub beds and trees of village gates deserving of a special mention. The 
stone entrance signage on key approaches (notably on Castlepark road, Hyde Road and Vico Road) looked very 
well and they helped to create a positive first impression of Dalkey.  
Our visit to Dalkey for second round adjudication was most enjoyable and it is clear that the projects that you have 
recently undertaken have significantly improved your area. Keep up the good work and we look forward to returning 
again in 2023 and seeing further progress.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure as always to visit Dalkey.  Thank you for your submission and your continued hard work.  You 
have undertaken many new projects that continue to enhance the town further. Well done to the committee and all 
involved and you are wished every success for the future.



Well done also on harvesting rain water and there appears to be good potential to grow this initiative. We would also 
like to hear if your committee and volunteers are making your own compost and growing (or seeking donations) of 
plants and seeds for your landscaping schemes. 
The standard of litter control is high with key areas such as Castle Street, Sorrento Park and Dillon Park appearing 
litter free. Small amounts of litter were visible along Vico Road, in St Patricks Square and in areas where people 
congregate such as Writers Corner and at Bullock Harbour where discarded dog foul bags were visible. Noting that 
similar observations were made by the first round adjudicator in June, perhaps a litter bin should be provided here? 
The standard of tidiness was notably high so well done to your committee and volunteers on weeding roadsides, 
sweeping pavements, maintaining street furniture and washing signage. As always, a small number of 
improvements are possible. An untidy sign pole was visible at Writers Corner while a weedy gravel based bed with a 
jaded plinth was spotted at St Patricks Square. While the standard of signage was generally good, a small number 
in need of attention were seen and they include; the stop sign at the entrance to old Quarry, the black and yellow 
road sign on Ulverton road, a yield sign close to the junction of Vico and Sorrento Road and a black and yellow road 
sign on Coliemore Road (close to the entrance to Sorrento Park). Praise is due to the committee, volunteers and 
residents for their hard work on maintaining and landscaping their streets and residential areas – with the entrance 
planting at Castlepark Close and the shrub beds and trees of village gates deserving of a special mention. The 
stone entrance signage on key approaches (notably on Castlepark road, Hyde Road and Vico Road) looked very 
well and they helped to create a positive first impression of Dalkey.  
Our visit to Dalkey for second round adjudication was most enjoyable and it is clear that the projects that you have 
recently undertaken have significantly improved your area. Keep up the good work and we look forward to returning 
again in 2023 and seeing further progress.


