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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your completed application form which 
included maps and photos and your 3 Year Strategic Plan 2022 – 2025.  We are ‘hesitant’ of your name … Crumlin 
Community Cleanup as we feel from reading your Strategic Plan you are much more than just ‘Cleanup’.  Truthfully, 
we prefer your BloominCrumlin name …… which we feel encourages the growth of your community. 
This is your second year entering and we are delighted to have been able to visit and see first-hand the results of 
your work over the past two years. Your committee of fifteen has an additional one hundred+ adults and twenty-five 
children who volunteer to litter-pick and when a project needs extra hands. Well done on such a volunteer basis.  
Your migrant communities are integrated into Crumlin and we note that forty per cent of the committee is drawn 
from this community. You have a dedicated email account, a website, two Facebook pages, two Twitter accounts 
and an Instagram account – updating all of that social media certainly keeps you busy! Social media is important 
however, in spreading information about your activities. You list a large number of state and semi state 
organisations in addition to businesses and local community groups who support you.  This is your second year to 
enter and we are delighted to welcome you back.  It is great to hear that even in two short years you have seen an 
improvement in Crumlin and that the community is coming together to work and share ideas on ways to improve 
your area.  This is the true spirit of TidyTowns and we hope you all enjoy the camaraderie of a community working 
together so that the area is aesthetically pleasing to all as well as being a vibrant community.
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Your area is bordered to the north by Crumlin Road, to the west by Kimmage Road West, to the south by Kimmage 
Road Lower and to the east by Parnell Road and in between are rows of 1930’s single and two storey houses, 
green spaces, and shopping areas.  Add to these the RC church of Saint Bernadette, the 1950’s Crumlin Health 
Centre, Allied Irish Bank, and the various schools and we have the architectural character of Crumlin. We read that 
Crumlin Village is an ACA and that the village has developed over 200 years.  We read with interest about your 
work with DCC to ensure that the ACA is protected. Having the local community in agreement enforces the power of 
the Local Authority. Hopefully the dereliction will soon be a thing of the past. We are delighted to read that you will 
undertake a Heritage Audit as knowing your area is the beginning for any Tidy Towns group.  You are also involved 
in improvement to Kimmage Village which is commendable.  We noted a lack of seating in Crumlin.  We see that 
you carried out a survey of the area and that two benches were added. Truthfully much more are needed. Revisit 
this project and see where seats/picnic tables could be added to assist those less mobile and indeed those who 
would like to sit for a while and take in their surroundings. The murals at Windmill Road, Crumlin Community 
College, the Christy Brown mural, and the Phil Lynott mural in addition to the painted utility boxes (singing in the rain 
amongst them) were noted. The ‘Pearse College Sports’ mural added colour to what would otherwise been a dull 
wall.  A seat at the grotto in the church garden is badly needed to allow those who visit to sit and rest while praying.  
The rows of hydrangeas, roses and lavender leading to the grotto were admired.
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College, the Christy Brown mural, and the Phil Lynott mural in addition to the painted utility boxes (singing in the rain 
amongst them) were noted. The ‘Pearse College Sports’ mural added colour to what would otherwise been a dull 
wall.  A seat at the grotto in the church garden is badly needed to allow those who visit to sit and rest while praying.  
The rows of hydrangeas, roses and lavender leading to the grotto were admired.

We noted that you spent €28,000 on planting this year….. wow! But you have results in that you now have 
year-round colour in the form of spring bulbs and colourful wildflowers in your green spaces, planters and along the 
roads during the summer months.  You included the local migrant groups and residents in the planning of these so 
that all now feel ownership – a good idea. Although your area is primarily a residential one you have a number of 
green spaces within a walk of most residences.  The large Eamonn Ceannt Park has soccer pitches, an all-weather 
pitch, a cycling velodrome, outdoor gym equipment, a tennis court, a running track and a playground in addition to 
great mature trees and tarmacadam paths. You also have the William Pearse Park with similar facilities and where a 
boxing club and bowling green are located. We admired the large green roundabout of Clonmacnoise Road and the 
small area of wildflowers gave it added interest. We admired the newly built (repaired?) stone planting bed and the 
green space at the junction of Old County Road and Crumlin Road. The mature trees in this space add to its beauty 
and having the open rail fencing makes it visible to all who pass.  We noted a number of tree stumps – some almost 
1.8m in height.  Are these to be carved into some historic item/memento of Crumlin? If not, they should be removed 
and replaced with new trees. The main structural elements in the landscape are trees and there are many places in 
Crumlin where trees would enhance the buildings and streetscape. There are trees along some of the residential 
roads which are very pleasant.  We suggest that you examine other residential roads and add trees to these too. 
Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, you 
help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the appearance of your community and increase the 
value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, food for insects and food, roosting sites and 
nesting sites for birds. You have a great number of planters along the streets and roads – we always recommend 
that plants be put into the ground rather than in planters. Some of the planters we felt were unnecessary e.g. the 
ones along the railings at Eamonn Ceannt Park – we already have green (landscape) here and so the planters are 
not needed. The Garden to Phil Lynott was visited and admired – add a few seats so that people can enter and sit in 
comfort. Also remove the weed growth along the path.

With large green spaces, mature trees, long grasses, the River Poddle, the Grand Canal, buildings and walls you 
have habitats for nature all around you. The year-round colour provided by the new planting scheme mentioned 
above in Green Spaces and Landscaping will be great for our pollinators especially the ones who appear in spring 
when most gardens lack the food source they need.  We note that you will undertake a Biodiversity Study of the 
area in the next year.  Ask your expert to give 10 actions for you to undertake which will improve the biodiversity in 
Crumlin – ones that are manageable by a community group.  The online pollinator campaign is excellent and we 
commend Bloomin’ Crumlin for the production.  We always feel that communities could increase the amount of 
planting by having small Pocket Park areas and so we recommend that you carry out an audit of the streets and 
roads and see if there are any small areas which could become Pocket Parks. Prioritise these and add them to your 
3 Year Plan for execution – some grass, trees, a flowerbed and perhaps a seat. These would add to the biodiversity 
in addition to being somewhere beautiful to relax.  Encourage residents to grow pollinator friendly flowers from now 
on.  Have a look at the website http://www.biodiversityireland.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf for ideas.

Well done on being selected to launch Community Clean-Up Week in September 2021. We recommend that you 
encourage the community to become involved in Team Dublin Clean-Up Day and in An Taisce’s ‘National Spring 
Clean’ as this will let them see the amount of litter, weeds and fly-tipping that accumulates over a winter and 
hopefully encourage them not to throw litter and maybe to become volunteers.  Hopefully the amount of litter you 
collect will decrease now that litter is not accumulating – litter attracts litter.  You are a busy area with a constant 
flow of traffic and pedestrians walking to and fro and therefore it was no surprise to see some litter along the main 
streets and footpaths. But please commend the litter pickup team as the litter was all recently thrown and so the 
area was, considering its size, almost litter free.  Weed growth was noticed in quite a few areas, including 
residential, which detracted from these areas.  We no longer use glyphosate as a weed killer but instead weeds can 
be sprayed using organic weed killer or with a mix of salt, vinegar and washing up liquid.  They can, needless to 
say, also be removed manually, which is slow but very effective. Ask the litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or a wire 
brush and to remove weeds from the base of walls, footpaths and road kerbs. You also undertake clean-ups in your 
local waterways and have undertaken cleaning along the River Poddle and along the banks of the Grand Canal.  it 
was disappointing to read that you have removed 150 bags of rubbish from the River Poddle waterway and its 
banks this year.

We read with interest on your success as recipients of the Community Foundation for Ireland’s Circular Economy 
grant to raise awareness around the concept of the ‘circular economy’.  We suggest as part of this you make a 
‘Crumlin- Where can I fix It?’ list. Find out who in your area repairs shoes, remodels clothes, fixes bicycles, repairs 
small and large electrical items (the list is endless) and add them into a booklet which you can put on your website 
and also distribute to hairdressing salons, doctors waiting rooms – anywhere where people sit and wait for a while. 
This information is invaluable for immigrants and indeed for the whole community.  Congratulations to Bloomin’ 
Crumlin volunteers who delivered 1,250 fruit and native trees to over six hundred Crumlin and Kimmage residents 
for their private gardens. The community allotments were greatly admired.  We walked in (we didn’t realise we could 
drive) so had time to have a good look around – we agree with plot 115 ‘Gardeners Spend All Day in Their Beds’ …  
but the results are beautiful flowers and vegetables.  The reused RTE concrete planters were noted – one wonders 
why were they being dumped? We looked for a water refill station around the centre of the village but didn’t see one.  
As the area has a large foot fall this should be provided. We also looked for an ESB fast charge point but didn’t spot 
one. These ESB fast charge points for electric cars are becoming a normal sight in our towns and villages – enquire 
about having one installed in Crumlin.  Let us know if the schools are involved in the Green Schools programme and 
what you do to help them.  We read about the work under Community Involvement and Planning but the Green 
Schools programme wasn’t mentioned.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



flow of traffic and pedestrians walking to and fro and therefore it was no surprise to see some litter along the main 
streets and footpaths. But please commend the litter pickup team as the litter was all recently thrown and so the 
area was, considering its size, almost litter free.  Weed growth was noticed in quite a few areas, including 
residential, which detracted from these areas.  We no longer use glyphosate as a weed killer but instead weeds can 
be sprayed using organic weed killer or with a mix of salt, vinegar and washing up liquid.  They can, needless to 
say, also be removed manually, which is slow but very effective. Ask the litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or a wire 
brush and to remove weeds from the base of walls, footpaths and road kerbs. You also undertake clean-ups in your 
local waterways and have undertaken cleaning along the River Poddle and along the banks of the Grand Canal.  it 
was disappointing to read that you have removed 150 bags of rubbish from the River Poddle waterway and its 
banks this year.

Your residential streets and housing areas primarily consist of houses built from the 1930’s and are in rows of 
terraced or semi-detached homes, many located in small cul-de-sacs which we found very pleasant. We read that 
there are only a few active residents’ associations in Crumlin which is disappointing, and we strongly encourage you 
to advance this.  Maybe ask for Adopt-a-Street volunteers which we have been told encourages neighbours to help 
neighbours.  In this way a residents’ association could be formed. The support of the residents’ associations is 
crucial in large communities of which Crumlin is one with over 15,000 residents.  We disagree with the idea of 
leaving grass margins on residential roads uncut for biodiversity. Narrow grass margins need to be cut or the area 
gets an unkempt look which encourages litter.  In large green spaces leaving swaths of uncut grass is totally 
acceptable to enhance biodiversity. Have you a Best Kept Small Estate and Best Kept Large Estate Competition?  
This gentle rivalry is healthy and encourages residents to become involved in their estates. The entrance to Old 
County Glen estate was very pleasant but it needs attention before the weeds take over from the planting.

The area is within the arterial roads of Crumlin Road, Parnell Road, Lower Kimmage Road and Kimmage Road 
West all of which have high volumes of traffic.  When we entered the residential areas traffic volumes were 
considerably lower and the areas more pleasant. Roads within the residential areas are generally in a fair/good 
state of repair but in many instances, we noted road markings were worn and needed repainting. We liked the road 
markings at the school area - ‘School Zone’ - to remind motorists to be extra vigilant for children who might run onto 
the road.  Many footpaths had been repaired and we noted the recently installed dipped pavements at junctions 
which will give wheelchair/mobility scooter users and those pushing buggies as well as small children on bicycles an 
easier route.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting Crumlin and seeing the success of the work undertaken.  
Please reduce the size of the application form next year – bullet points for the projects with a brief description is all 
we need.  The adjudicators unfortunately don’t have time to open websites so if you have a project/photo in a 
website just put it into the relevant category in the application form.  We wish to state that this is not a criticism of 
your work but to explain to you that as adjudicators our time is limited and when we visit, we will appreciate what’s 
on display. 
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


