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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your completed application form and 
numerous attachments. Your committee of twelve has an additional seventy-six who volunteer when a project needs 
extra hands. We were delighted to see that you have a Website, Facebook page and Twitter account as social 
media is important in spreading information about your activities.  You list a large number of state and semi state 
organisations in addition to businesses and local community groups who support you and your members also 
participate in voluntary groups with local and adjoining communities. This is your twenty third year to enter the 
competition and this has enriched the community by breaking down social barriers as ‘Individuals are valued for 
their contribution, not their titles; which is very empowering’.  Following undertaking clean-ups, the volunteers meet 
for a cuppa and a chat and are joined by senior citizens who no longer are able to litter pick but still wish to be 
involved in the Tidy Towns community.  Making Chapelizod a Better Place has seen the residents and businesses 
develop a sense of ownership and pride of place which has encouraged ‘responsibility for public spaces and pride in 
the appearance of their community’.
Please amend your entry form next year and rather than having a list of appendices include as many as you can 
within the Tidy Towns Application Form under the relevant category e.g the St. Laurence Grove Park layout should 
be included under Green Spaces and Landscaping and Appendix 9 included under Community Involvement and 
Planning etc. etc.  Unfortunately, the adjudicators don’t have time to open and close attachments in addition to 
following web links….. We wish to state that this is not a criticism of your work but to explain to you that as 
adjudicators we rely on a clear Application Form and accompanying map to inform us of your projects.   We would 
appreciate if these points could be taken into consideration when preparing your 2023 application. Your map also 
needs to be upgraded as you mentioned New projects which weren’t marked on the map. We appreciate that not all 
projects can be mapped.  For those, just state e.g. Project 5.18 (N) - not on map.
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You are an ‘urban village’ with a mix of vernacular single and two-storey buildings combined with a large number of 
new-build apartment blocks and these with the topography of the village, its climbing roads and Square in the 
centre, gives your ‘village’ its character.  The dominant structures are the Gothic Revival RC church, the 
hall-and-tower CofI church, the Bridge Inn, The Villager, the two bridges over the river and of course the beautiful 
curved weir construction in the river to the west of Chapelizod village.  It is good to see that the large number of new 
builds in Chapelizod has reduced the derelict building scourge which you have suffered from over the years.  
Truthfully most communities have their share and so it is good to see that renovations/rebuilds have become more 
widespread.  You mention that DCC owns sites/buildings but having hoardings around the sites doesn’t really 
benefit your community. What is planned for these sites? Contact DCC and ask of progress as you do need a 
timescale on this.  It is good to see that DCC has issued Compulsory Purchase Notices on eight of the houses 
called Mulberry Cottages – we agree it would be a pity to leave these derelict as they are an interesting terrace 
which needs to be retained.  There are also some beautiful wrought iron railings and gates to many of the properties 
in Chapelizod which add to the streetscape.  The pedestrian area around the square is quite beautiful – we loved 
the difference in levels and were delighted to see that the trees were retained, adding interest to the area.  The 
various murals in Chapelizod, in doors, windows, along the school wall, in the school yard, and on the utility boxes 
add to the streetscape.  There are a number of utility boxes along the streets in Chapelizod which would benefit 
from having a mural added.  We suggest that you select a history/story/topic associated with Chapelizod for your 
theme.
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Truthfully most communities have their share and so it is good to see that renovations/rebuilds have become more 
widespread.  You mention that DCC owns sites/buildings but having hoardings around the sites doesn’t really 
benefit your community. What is planned for these sites? Contact DCC and ask of progress as you do need a 
timescale on this.  It is good to see that DCC has issued Compulsory Purchase Notices on eight of the houses 
called Mulberry Cottages – we agree it would be a pity to leave these derelict as they are an interesting terrace 
which needs to be retained.  There are also some beautiful wrought iron railings and gates to many of the properties 
in Chapelizod which add to the streetscape.  The pedestrian area around the square is quite beautiful – we loved 
the difference in levels and were delighted to see that the trees were retained, adding interest to the area.  The 
various murals in Chapelizod, in doors, windows, along the school wall, in the school yard, and on the utility boxes 
add to the streetscape.  There are a number of utility boxes along the streets in Chapelizod which would benefit 
from having a mural added.  We suggest that you select a history/story/topic associated with Chapelizod for your 
theme.

How lucky are you! Not only do you have the Phoenix Park accessible through a beautiful turnstile pedestrian gate 
located in the heart of the village but you also have the attractive park between St Laurence Road and the River 
Liffey where we spotted groups of walkers enjoying their evening stroll beside the river.  Trees in the village heart 
add to the beauty of this area and we were delighted to see that DCC retained them when they upgraded the 
pedestrian area.  The hedging at the base adds to their charm. Getting residents to ‘Adopt a Spot’ not only keeps 
the area neat and tidy but we see also that some are involved in planting bulbs and flowers in their area.  It is 
wonderful to have 9 ‘Adopt a Spot’ locations around Chapelizod – maybe put up a notice with a map identifying 
areas not yet ‘adopted’ and you may get volunteers? The green spaces at the entrance to St. Laurence’s Grove are 
very pleasant but why aren’t the flowers in the ground rather than in an array of pots sitting on the planting bed? The 
impact of the colour and variety of forms would have been more pleasant. The guideline for plant containers is to 
use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any 
notice.

We note that you advise residents not to cut their grass until the end of April in order to allow dandelions to flower 
which is commendable. But don’t forget that clover also produces flowers loved by our pollinators so ask them to be 
mindful of this too in July.  We noted some bird boxes. You mention you had some success but didn’t tell us which 
species were occupying the boxes - was it owls? We were delighted to see bark mulch had been used (rather than 
gravel which we regularly see) in your planting beds. Mulching reduces the need for watering, protects the bare soil, 
creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for many important creatures. You intend planting spring flowers 
and we approve of this so that the bees and other early pollinators have a constant source of food.  You mention 
that you try to reinforce Pollinator Friendly Planting but have you given a list of pollinator friendly flowers to the 
businesses and residents?  Encourage them to grow pollinator friendly flowers from now on.  Have a look at the 
website http://www.biodiversityireland.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf for ideas. We noted your Swift 
Box Project and hope that the swifts will come to nest in them soon as it is very exciting for us all, children and 
adults, to see them dart into their nesting sites in the evening.  It is great that the nesting swans return to you year 
after year and we hope this will continue when the sluice gates are replaced.  Yes, buzzards are becoming a slight 
problem around Ireland and we see that you too have seen that they also take live small victims. Were the bat 
boxes under the bridge occupied when checked?

Your ‘Neat Street Teams’ have responsibility for selected areas and a major village clean up is scheduled every 
fortnight, with thirty volunteers, which is excellent. You are a busy area with a constant flow of traffic and 
pedestrians walking to and fro and therefore we were delighted to see that there was virtually no litter whatsoever 
along the streets and footpaths. Please commend the litter pick up teams. Weed growth was also noticed in quite a 
few areas which unfortunately detracted a little from the streetscape. Weeds can be sprayed using organic weed 
killer or with a mix of salt, vinegar and washing up liquid. Ask the litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or a wire brush 
and to remove weeds from the base of walls, footpath edges, road kerbs etc. We agree with you that a surplus of 
poles in the streetscape results in clutter.  It is interesting that in other European countries (also part of the EU) 
numerous signs can be attached to one pole! Maybe our engineers will see that this is acceptable and then reduce 
the number of poles or alternatively select the most appropriate signs and remove the others and their poles.  We 
suggest that you remove the ‘Glan sus é’ signs attached to fences etc (more clutter) and instead paint ‘clean up 
after your dog’ it on the ground where dog fouling is a problem for you.  We have seen this in other communities and 
have been told it works better than signage on poles.  We noted two bins side by side – new and old – relocate the 
old one or remove it.  Not only do you remove litter from the streets and roads but for the National Clean Up Day 
2022 you joined with Inchicore Environmental Group and Chapelizod Anglers to remove litter from the River Liffey, 
reeds, bank and walkway

Assisting the community to upgrade their homes is interesting. Let us know the uptake of the SEAI grants in next 
year's application form.  You have also encouraged them to register for the ESB Smart Meter.  Youi mention that 
one of the residents’ associations installed water butts for use in the community garden. But what about individual 
residents? Have residents got water butts for their own use in their gardens?  Encourage them and remind them 
that untreated water is better for plants. Interesting to see that the volume of water saved in bathrooms in your 
conservation survey – hopefully the residents are continuing with this conservation? We noted the community 
allotments at Donore Harriers sports grounds and we were delighted to read that one of your members assists the 
two national schools in their Green Flag Programme.  Educating both young and old in Sustainability – doing more 
with less is crucial so that we advance our knowledge of how we use the resources of the planet in order to cut 
down on our waste. There are many ways to advance in this category and we suggest that you examine the website  
http://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sustainable-Waste-and-Resource-Management.pdf which may 
give you some other ideas.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



the number of poles or alternatively select the most appropriate signs and remove the others and their poles.  We 
suggest that you remove the ‘Glan sus é’ signs attached to fences etc (more clutter) and instead paint ‘clean up 
after your dog’ it on the ground where dog fouling is a problem for you.  We have seen this in other communities and 
have been told it works better than signage on poles.  We noted two bins side by side – new and old – relocate the 
old one or remove it.  Not only do you remove litter from the streets and roads but for the National Clean Up Day 
2022 you joined with Inchicore Environmental Group and Chapelizod Anglers to remove litter from the River Liffey, 
reeds, bank and walkway

You have a variety of vernacular cottages, two and three storey terraced houses, estates and medium rise 
apartments blocks as your residential units – what a mix!  We are delighted when residents’ associations are formed 
as this encourages the residents to develop a sense of ownership of their surrounds resulting in a better 
environment for all.  Well done on encouraging the Belgrove/Glenaulin area of Chapelizod to form a resident’s 
association which resulted in a massive clean-up day in the area.   We read that there are a number of active 
residents’ associations in Chapelizod which provide an additional resource to the Tidy Towns Committee.  These 
groups maintain their individual estates and open areas. The support of the residents’ associations is crucial in a 
large community and we are delighted that you have built up a good relationship with these groups.  We visited a 
few of the estates and noted that boundary walls have been freshly painted and many gardens had great displays of 
colourful pollinator planting and some had beautiful specimen trees which added to presentation of their property.  
Please commend the residents.  It is great to see that residents take part in Bloom in Dublin South Central Garden 
Photo Competition and that you promote it and display a montage of photos of the gardens and owners in A0 
posters for the public to see. In addition, you have a Chapelizod Festival Garden Competition which you sponsor. 
This competition encourages residents and community groups to vie for the ‘best’ awards. We agree that a little 
gentle rivalry is healthy and it encourages residents to become involved.

Your approach roads are managed by three local authorities: Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council and South 
Dublin County Council, and you are in constant liaison with these three bodies ‘to ensure the relevant approach is 
maintained properly’.  The entry into any village or town is important and those into Chapelizod were acceptable.  
The photo of the bluebells on the St. Laurence’s Road entrance looked beautiful and this must be a very pleasant 
entrance during spring.  We recommend that you sow wildflowers along this long entrance road which will add 
colour and be good for pollinating insects.  The entrance from the west into the village with its well-cut grass area 
was quite pleasant but we suggest removing the temporary planters and instead putting the flowers into the existing 
planting beds.  Ivy or some other climbing plant would enhance the long tall crazy paving wall in addition to being 
cover for insects, birds and small mammals. Some new footpaths have been installed around the village and in 
residential areas and looked good.  We see others are planned from the road markings noted during our visit. The 
cobble laneway up to the CofI church is a reminder of the history of your village. The village name signs on the 
entrance roads are pleasant but take care that the planting doesn’t grow tall and hide the name. We recommend 
flowers and plants of varying heights to ensure that none block the name of the village.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting Chapelizod and seeing the success of the work undertaken.  
Please only include projects in your Application Form that are New or Maintained and NOT Future Projects e.g. the 
Garden of Remembrance and Reflections does not exist and so should only be included in your 3-5 Year Plan (and 
there were others).  
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


