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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Cabinteely is welcomed to the 
Supervalu Tidy Towns competition for 2022.  Thank you for your application and map.    Cabinteely have changed 
their committee to a two tier system of a management committee of eight members and a larger operations 
committee.  Each member of the management committee takes on one key section of the competition.  The number 
of volunteers increase for various activities, such as spring clean.  New residents in the village are always welcome 
to come along and join.  Work with junior Tidy Towns will resume in September.  Work with the Brownies is ongoing.  
Meetings are held monthly with major projects in progress displayed on a notice board. The information boards are 
made from recycled election posters.   Anyone wishing to help out can make contact and come along.  You engage 
with the County Council, local agencies and businesses who give you good support, through advice and funding for 
projects developed.  Communication to the wider community is through social media. One of your main projects for 
this year was the swift project.  You have also contributed a nesting box, located in the yard of the Cabinteely Park 
Depot.  The village has found since joining the competition in 2007 there is a stronger sense of community spirit and 
a better understanding of your heritage.  This is good to note as your participation in the competition is important to 
the Tidy Towns unit.  You are wished well in the future.
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The streetscape of Cabinteely is a mix of old and new builds, with some very important heritage buildings.  You are 
working closely with the Council on a number of projects to ensure your heritage buildings are maintained and 
protected. The adjudicator hopes that the Gate Houses will one day to restored to their former glory and maintain 
their historical importance to Cabinteely.  You are also working with the Council on addressing some derelict sites 
and buildings. Hopefully this progresses for you in the future.  There are many buildings to admire as part of the 
streetscape.  The Church and surrounds were visited and admired for its presentation. The Horse and Hound, Veda 
and Ross Hegarty Hairdressing were some of the many businesses that are complimented on their presentation. 
The Library Building and surrounds, an important part of the village heritage, is beautifully maintained and cared for. 
Cabinteely House and grounds are spectacular, and presented to the highest standard.  Congratulations on being 
chosen to represent Cabinteely Tidy Towns on the BurrenBeo Trust Heritage Keepers programme course, which is 
run in conjunction with the Heritage Council. We look forward to how this will help you further protect and enhance 
your heritage in the future.  Well done on your work to date.
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The landscaping at the village entrances and throughout, are a mix of pollinator friendly plants and annuals, 
complements the mature planting of trees and hedging in the village.  The park which consists of a large wooded 
area has had more trees added.  What is also commended, is the information/marker boards that have been 
installed at a number of trees.  This provides useful information and also shows an appreciation of these specimen 
trees.   Planters at outdoor eating areas, create a colourful screen for the diner and bring great vibrancy to the 
streetscape.  The area around St Brigid’s Church looked superb.  The bed of lavender takes pride of place.  It is 
good to see the residents at Brennanstown Estate enhancing the entrance to the estate with landscaping of 
perennials and bulbs, which will help provide all year-round colour and interest.  Fencing has been enhanced and a 
picnic table installed for outdoor dining and relaxation.  The planters along the street were also noted.  The trees in 
these planters need attention.  It is not recommended to plant around the base of trees, as it reduces the essential 
nutrients that the trees require for healthy growth.  The wildflower meadow in the park was admired.
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complements the mature planting of trees and hedging in the village.  The park which consists of a large wooded 
area has had more trees added.  What is also commended, is the information/marker boards that have been 
installed at a number of trees.  This provides useful information and also shows an appreciation of these specimen 
trees.   Planters at outdoor eating areas, create a colourful screen for the diner and bring great vibrancy to the 
streetscape.  The area around St Brigid’s Church looked superb.  The bed of lavender takes pride of place.  It is 
good to see the residents at Brennanstown Estate enhancing the entrance to the estate with landscaping of 
perennials and bulbs, which will help provide all year-round colour and interest.  Fencing has been enhanced and a 
picnic table installed for outdoor dining and relaxation.  The planters along the street were also noted.  The trees in 
these planters need attention.  It is not recommended to plant around the base of trees, as it reduces the essential 
nutrients that the trees require for healthy growth.  The wildflower meadow in the park was admired.

In this category groups are asked to show how they appreciate and enhance nature and biodiversity in their locality.  
Cabinteely is fortunate to have a large wooded area of parkland within walking distance of the village.  The park 
contains a large number of trees some of them recently planted.  The grass in the parkland is well maintained while 
providing strips of unmown grass for wildlife.  There is also a lake within the park and a stream flowing through.  All 
those areas provide natural habitats for wildlife. Any projects you undertake, you ensure that it enhances the 
existing biodiversity of the area.  One project, namely the conservation of saving swifts, brought you great 
satisfaction.   This resulted in a nesting  box for swifts, installed at Cabinteely Park Depot.  Bird Watch Ireland gave 
great support when more birds such as Greenfinch, Buzzards, Jays, Treecreepers and woodpeckers were noted in 
the park.  This has made you more aware of the different types of birds that come to the park.  Nest boxes have 
been installed for Treecreepers.   Documenting the habits of the different species would be a superb project for the 
group to get involved in, with the help of Bird Watch Ireland.    It is so important to host walks and talks to celebrate 
and appreciate the many different species that can be seen in the park.  Without these celebrations the community 
may not be aware of the nature and biodiversity that is in their midst.

You approach this category like most others in the competition, in a very structured and logical manner.  Over the 
Summer months you have litter patrols twice weekly with all litter segregated for recycling.  On day of adjudication 
only a small amount of litter was noticed and this was fresh litter, so your litter patrols seem to be having maximum 
impact.  The addition of butt boxes outside business premises is also a positive step.  It is also positive to see the 
local school children and local Browine group helping out with litter picks, they are to be commended for their 
contribution.  You are doing good work to combat weed growth at kerbs, small amounts were noted, which 
unfortunately distract in a tidy area. As mentioned in other categories, some of the planters contained dead trees 
and plants which need to be addressed and reviewed in the future.  Well done on your work in this category.

In this category groups are encouraged to use their resources better and as a result this will help to make savings 
and reduce waste in the community.  Walking and cycling and using public transport are superb ways of saving.  
Thankfully the number of electric cars on our roads is increasing.  Monitoring ways of saving energy such as using 
more low energy bulbs and simply switching off is encouraged. Recycling and reusing where possible is also good.  
Harvesting of rainwater is one area which the wider community can get involved in and make good savings.  Using 
local sourced manure as fertilizer is also good. Reducing the amount of grass mowed is good for wildlife and the 
environment.  It is good to note that the use of chemical herbicides is being reduced by groups.  You have managed 
to eradicate Japanese knotweed.  Continuous cutting of Winter Heliotrope has resulted in weakening and helping to 
eradicate this invasive species.  Do ensure to include all projects in this category in your application, otherwise they 
may go unnoticed and not get the recognition they deserve.

Cabinteely is unique is that one of your residential streets terminates in a cul-de-sac.  This however does not take 
from its presentation. The residents are to be commended on the presentation of their homes, from brightly painted 
façades to beautifully presented gardens and planting.  The cottages especially caught the eye of the adjudicator on 
their presentation. The small number of dwellings on the Johnstone Road are also commended on their 
presentation.  As mentioned in previous categories, the planting at the Church, maintained by the Tidy Towns group 
was especially admired and brightens this area.  You have a number of estates within the village, eight in total.  
Again, all residents are to be applauded for the care and attention they give their homes.  For the estates excellent 
entrances with signs were noted, with splendid areas of planting. The bug hotel at the entrance to Cabinteely Close 
was also noted and admired.  Well done to everyone in this category and for all the work undertaken.

The approach to any village or area always sets the standard and expectation.  The approach to Cabinteely is very 
good and very welcoming. The planting at the entrance sign and at the Church give a warm welcome.  The addition 
of new street furniture was noted and admired.  The outside dining facilities were been well used on the day of 
adjudication and the area had a splendid atmosphere, with small amounts of traffic moving through the village. You 
acknowledge the container planting in your application and the fact a number of the plants and trees have failed.  
Hopefully through working with the Council this will be resolved and better alternatives looked at. Parking facilities 
were good throughout. You have identified additional projects for the future and we look forward to seeing this 
progress.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

Cabinteely was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate.  You are lucky to have the fabulous natural setting of Cabinteely 
Park.  You have done good work for this year’s project and you are wished continued success.


