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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Blackrock is welcomed to the Supervalu Tidy Towns competition 2022.  Thank you for your entry, map and copy of 
your plan.   Blackrock is a coastal town with splendid recreational facilities in the parks of the area.  The focal point 
of the town is the Large Ancient Cross situated on Main Street.   There is a good rail/dart service in the town.  
Cycling and walking is also very important to the community.  There are superb cycle tracks, that are being 
monitored and upgraded regularly.  The first ever contra flow cycle lane in Ireland was installed on Newtown 
Avenue.  The Tidy Towns committee consists of five members and a large number of volunteers, with Shay and 
Alan getting a special mention.  New residents to the town are particularly welcome.   Communication to the wider 
community is through social media.  All projects are highlighted on Facebook and BBN newsletter.  There is a great 
working relationship with all departments in the county council.  You also engage well with all other agencies and 
businesses, who support you with advice and funding.  You have good engagement with the youth of the area, as 
many families help out with various activities.  The 29th Dublin Blackrock scouts also help by making bird boxes and 
planting seeds.  Well done to the colleges and schools on their achievements in the Green School Programme. 
Having being contacted by the Blackrock Clinic Green Team, you have signed up with a number of others to 
participate in a Bee Highway project. The aim of this project is to make a Bee Highway in an urban environment with 
appropriate bee feeding stations.  This is your fourteen-year taking part in the competition.  Entering the competition 
has helped to enhance the town with the various projects completed.  It has also helped created a better community 
spirit with more people getting involved. Well done.
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Blackrock contains a mix of heritage buildings and moderns builds that blend together to form the streetscape. You 
are fortunate to have some superb heritage buildings of rich historical importance.  The Library and Blackrock 
Further Education Institute were greatly admired and is an impressive structure on the streetscape. The library is an 
excellent civic amenity for the community to enjoy and use for public meetings and events. The Town Hall and St 
John’s Church was also greatly admired on their presentation. Blackrock Village Centre and Frascati are new and 
modern builds, which are well presented, as are their surrounds. The Main Street was very busy on day of 
adjudication with people availing of the many business located on this street. The businesses are to be 
complimented on their presentation with some beautifully presented shopfronts and facades noted and admired. 
The Blackrock Seafront Plaza concept is an exciting proposed development.  This will be an excellent addition and 
a brilliant redevelopment of this area. Blackrock is wished well in making this concept a reality. The addition of the 
Heritage Plan by the council is also most welcoming. We look forward to hearing the results of this and seeing how 
the plan progresses.  Maybe you could start heritage walks and talks to raise awareness of the heritage in the area. 
You are also lucky to have Parks in your area which are an important amenity for the community.  Blackrock Park is 
especially praised for its presentation.  The cycle and walk paths have good surfaces and are spacious including a 
two-way cycle track.  The meandering walks through the Park were greatly enjoyed. The band stand was beautifully 
presented with excellent landscaping. Numerous new tress were also noted with good areas left unmown for 
wildlife. The new entrance was admired, and everyone involved in the planning, development and maintenance of 
the Park is commended for their hard work. The playgrounds were also admired as was your outdoor Gym.  Well 
done on your work in this category.
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the plan progresses.  Maybe you could start heritage walks and talks to raise awareness of the heritage in the area. 
You are also lucky to have Parks in your area which are an important amenity for the community.  Blackrock Park is 
especially praised for its presentation.  The cycle and walk paths have good surfaces and are spacious including a 
two-way cycle track.  The meandering walks through the Park were greatly enjoyed. The band stand was beautifully 
presented with excellent landscaping. Numerous new tress were also noted with good areas left unmown for 
wildlife. The new entrance was admired, and everyone involved in the planning, development and maintenance of 
the Park is commended for their hard work. The playgrounds were also admired as was your outdoor Gym.  Well 
done on your work in this category.

Blackrock is fortunate to have a number of parks within its location.  These parks are managed by the Council’s 
Parks Dept.  The parks provide superb walks and recreation spaces for the community.  The green areas, trees and 
landscaping of shrubs and pollinator friendly plants, enhance the surroundings, making visits to the parks more 
pleasurable.  The Tidy Towns group maintain a number of green areas.  The maritime garden at the railway/dart 
station is maintained by Janice a committee member, who is also a resident and gardener.   There are also two 
garden plots in this area to be maintained.  The Cross at Main Street is planted with Buxus and perennials such as 
lavender, making this focal point of the village bright and colourful.  The Dolmen statue is also well presented with 
splendid planting in this area.  Weeds are removed from these areas manually, reducing the use of herbicides.  The 
Carpark at Carysfort avenue was enhanced with a new landscaped area, containing new seating and a picnic table.  
The shading from the tree restricts on the type of planting as constant watering is required.  Please ensure 
containers are planted such as those located at the Blackrock village sign.   There are a number of superb planters 
located on Main Street.  Trees in containers are difficult to maintain, without the addition of flowers at their base. 
Trees can be starved from nutrients and water required for their growth from competing plants and are therefore 
better planted on their own in containers or in the ground if possible.

In this category groups are asked to show how they appreciate and manage nature and biodiversity in their locality.  
Blackrock is rich in biodiversity and natural habitats.  The planting projects undertaken in the village, ensure that this 
biodiversity is enhanced further with correct planting.  The parks throughout provide suitable cycling lanes, walking 
lanes and play areas where the community and visitors can come and enjoy nature.  You are working with Failte 
Ireland in developing a digital trail app for Blackrock.  Moving from paper maps to digital mapping has become more 
popular.  It is another way of reducing paper which we are all encouraged to do.  Carysfort Park has a man-made 
pond where different species of wildlife including heron, ducks and many other birds can be viewed on the island of 
the pond.  Bird, Bat and bee boxes are installed in the park. Blackrock Park:  Throughout the park large areas of 
grass are left uncut and allowed to grow for biodiversity.  The Park has received green flags in 2020/21.   Blackrock 
park also has a number of bird boxes installed.  Bug hotels can be noted at various locations.  Avondale Lawn 
manage their own biodiversity in conjunction with the Council.  Trees have been planted around the green.  Patches 
of grass have been left uncut for wildlife.  Children meet and play on swings in natural surroundings.  This type of 
project is commended and could be adopted by other areas in the future.

To keep any area with high traffic and footfall tidy and litter free, requires everyone working together in the 
community.  You have a wonderful and dedicated team of volunteers in place who organise regular litter picks. You 
have identified litter blackspots and have support from the council in your effort to combat litter.  On day of 
adjudication only a few pieces of litter were noted, at the Dart Station and in Blackrock Park. Amounts were small 
and litter looked to be fresh. Many bins were noted but some had reached full capacity.  In Blackrock Park, graffiti 
was noted, most notably on the bins themselves. You are working to combat any graffiti in the area.  You identify 
cigarette butts as a problem and there was some noted in various locations.  You are working to try combat this and 
hopefully you see positive results. It is hoped that through raising awareness you see the amount of litter reducing in 
the area.  Your move away from chemicals is a positive step and you are to be commended for this.  This does 
however create a lot of extra work on removal of weeds.  Try concentrate on areas where weeds mostly distract and 
find that balance where they can make an area look untidy. Some signage in the area needs cleaning and some 
lighting poles need painting. Your annual Spring Clean is a brilliant idea and great to see everyone coming together 
to help out.  Is this something you do every year and if so, do you see the amount of waste collected reducing year 
on year? Do you also segregate the waste for recycling?  Keep up the good work in this category.

This category is about better management of resources to reduce the amount of waste produced in the community.  
The three main areas where savings can be made are in water, transport and energy.  Transport is helped by the 
superb cycle lanes that are noted in Blackrock.  The bright colourful coastal poster helps to create an awareness on 
how important cycling can be for health and the environment.  There are also more charging points for cars, which is 
encouraging.  There is a good provision for recycling.  There are also two bins where pizza boxes can be disposed 
of.  An post has a collection point for ink cartridges.  Do encourage the wider community to continue to reduce 
where possible, as every bit all helps the environment.

Blackrock is a beautiful area to live in and visit.  The residents of Blackrock also acknowledge this in the 
presentation of their homes.  Both private homes and estates are maintained to a high standard and the residents 
are to be commended for this.  Idrone Terrace caught the eye on its presentation and beautiful scenic views. Most 
new builds blend with the surrounds and the existing buildings.  Many neat gardens with beautiful landscaped areas 
were noted and admired.  Some of the estates are beautifully landscaped, with superb tree lined entrances. It has 
been mentioned in previous reports, but have you looked at entering county competitions for best kept area or best 
keep estates.  It is also positive to note you have no unfinished estates. Well done to all for your work in this 
category.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



are to be commended for this.  Idrone Terrace caught the eye on its presentation and beautiful scenic views. Most 
new builds blend with the surrounds and the existing buildings.  Many neat gardens with beautiful landscaped areas 
were noted and admired.  Some of the estates are beautifully landscaped, with superb tree lined entrances. It has 
been mentioned in previous reports, but have you looked at entering county competitions for best kept area or best 
keep estates.  It is also positive to note you have no unfinished estates. Well done to all for your work in this 
category.

On approaching Blackrock from the Monkstown side, you first see the unique Dolmen Statue and surrounding 
landscaped areas. This is an excellent approach and stands out in a very busy environment. Entering from Dublin 
City, your first view of Blackrock is the excellent Blackrock Park.  Both these approaches while different, give a very 
good first impression of the area. Other approaches are also good as is the approach on the Dart.  The Maritime 
garden in this area is a pleasant feature.  Welcome signage is good but some graffiti was noted on one which 
slightly distracted. The lane from the station to the park also unfortunately contained graffiti.  It is noted there is a 
plan to widen this lane, which will greatly benefit its accessibility. Some murals were noted at different locations and 
these add that extra splash of colour where needed. Street surfaces were good and pedestrian access was also 
generally good to public areas.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Blackrock as always was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate.  You have implemented some excellent projects and 
have some new and exciting ones planned.  You continue to develop and enhance the area.  Well done in this 
year’s competition and you are wished further success in the future.


