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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are glad to see that there is 
such a strong community spirit in Balrothery with 65 volunteers helping out your hard-working tidy towns committee 
of 9 members. We were interested to read about your evolving approach to the competition and your determined 
attempts to involve residents associations from your area in the work of your committee. The ‘guide and provide’ 
approach appears to be a very practical way to proceed and the evidence on the ground would suggest that it is 
working very well. Noting that more residents associations are getting involved in your projects, the next logical step 
would be to delegate responsibility for different projects to individual residents associations. We urge you to 
consider this option as it will enable your committee to farm out some of its key tasks and foster a sense of 
ownership of different projects to a greater number of residents. Well done also on encouraging parents to bring 
their children to cleanups and planting projects. Why not ask the younger age groups to come up with some ideas of 
their own for projects under the green spaces and landscaping, nature and biodiversity and sustainability 
categories? Junior tidy towns committees have also been set up in other tidy town centres so this is something that 
your committee may like to aim for in the future. It is pleasing to see that local sports clubs are also getting involved 
in your projects and we urge you to maintain these links in the years ahead. We are delighted to see that your 
committee and volunteers enjoy good working relationships with Fingal County Council, the Department of Rural 
and Community Development and the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage - as these are 
important for getting projects done and securing the necessary funding. Consider also contacting Fas / Tus as they 
have provided assistance to tidy towns committees in other areas. It is not surprising to see that local businesses 
such as the Balrothery Inn, Andrews Spar, Balrothery Pharmacy, KT designs and McNally Funeral Directors are 
providing you with support as there is no doubt that they both value and appreciate the excellent work that you are 
doing. We were interested to read about your communication strategy and we agree that it is working effectively in 
getting your message out and keeping people informed so be sure to keep this up. Thank you for your completed 
entry form and map as they were helpful during adjudication. Consider drawing up a 3 to 5 year action plan as it is a 
very effective way of identifying tidy towns projects under each of the tidy towns categories.
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Balrothery looked great during our visit on a lovely sunny morning in July. We were most impressed by the 
appearance of the buildings to be seen with commercial premises all achieving a high standard of presentation. The 
Balrothery Inn looked bright and fresh in its new coat of paint while the Spar was equally impressive with its new 
traditional style windows and colourful hanging baskets on display. We enjoyed seeing Balrothery Church which is a 
lovely historical feature that is visible at the entrance to your village on the approach road from Dublin. We note from 
your entry form that you have been busy with projects under this category. We explored Glebe Park and we were 
pleased to see that new picnic benches, a viewing seat, bicycle stands and a zip line have been installed here and 
that there is a new agility trail in the children’s playground. These are all great additions to this fabulous amenity and 
we are glad to report that many people were enjoying them during our visit. Well done also for the work that you 
have undertaken to the community garden which involved upgrades to the curved pathways. This is a notable 
improvement and we wondered if it is also proposed to resurface the small parking area inside the vehicular 
entrance to the Community Centre as it was in need of a revamp during our visit. The work undertaken to the 
interior of the Community Centre (which involved the installation of a new kitchenette) is applauded and we are 
delighted to hear that it is rapidly becoming a hub for community activities. The enhancements to the surfacing of 
the pathways at the Heritage Centre is acknowledged. We were interested to read that a grant has been approved 
to carry out a conservation management plan for Balrothery tower house and we look forward to seeing this project 
progress in the years ahead. It is pleasing to hear that progress has also been made on the street lighting and 
streetscape enhancement projects over the last 12 months and we look forward to seeing them completed next 
year.
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your entry form that you have been busy with projects under this category. We explored Glebe Park and we were 
pleased to see that new picnic benches, a viewing seat, bicycle stands and a zip line have been installed here and 
that there is a new agility trail in the children’s playground. These are all great additions to this fabulous amenity and 
we are glad to report that many people were enjoying them during our visit. Well done also for the work that you 
have undertaken to the community garden which involved upgrades to the curved pathways. This is a notable 
improvement and we wondered if it is also proposed to resurface the small parking area inside the vehicular 
entrance to the Community Centre as it was in need of a revamp during our visit. The work undertaken to the 
interior of the Community Centre (which involved the installation of a new kitchenette) is applauded and we are 
delighted to hear that it is rapidly becoming a hub for community activities. The enhancements to the surfacing of 
the pathways at the Heritage Centre is acknowledged. We were interested to read that a grant has been approved 
to carry out a conservation management plan for Balrothery tower house and we look forward to seeing this project 
progress in the years ahead. It is pleasing to hear that progress has also been made on the street lighting and 
streetscape enhancement projects over the last 12 months and we look forward to seeing them completed next 
year.

A good mix of landscaping schemes could be seen in Balrothery during our visit and the range of shrub beds, floral 
displays, planters stocked with pollinator varieties and tree planting was appreciated. Your committee and 
volunteers are commended on the landscaping work that has been undertaken on the key approach roads into 
Balrothery with large attractive natural stone beds seen at the entrance to the village on the approach road from 
Dublin (the south entrance - immediately adjacent to the Church and Cemetery grounds) where a broad range of 
shrubs and pollinator friendly plant species were visible. A similar natural stone bed could be seen at the base of the 
entrance name sign at the junction of the R132 and the Coach road (at the north entrance) and it is noted that a 
natural meadow is being grown on the green space between Coach road and the R132 here. Attractive and varied 
landscaping (including catmint and shrubs) could also be seen surrounding the Balrothery entrance sign (opposite 
the spar shop) where the new tree planting has taken place. Colourful tiered planters were visible opposite 
Balrothery Pharmacy while the dramatic looking tiered planters with cascading floral displays that were positioned 
either side of the entrance pathway into the Heritage Centre draw attention to this important building. We were 
pleased to see that your committee and volunteers are taking obvious steps to boost pollen sources in your village 
with pollinator friendly species such as catmint and salvia visible in the large bowl planters which can be found along 
the grass margin of the Coach road (close to the Pharmacy) and further up at the junction with the R132. New hard 
plastic square planters lined the pavement outside St Oliver Plunketts National School and although these planters 
were stocked with pollen rich herbaceous varieties (which appeared to be sage), they seemed to be struggling in the 
hot dry weather. Noting the higher maintenance requirements of planters, we recommend that fewer planters and 
additional permanent beds should be considered in the years ahead. Attractive summer planting was spotted at the 
base of the old pump close to the Town of the Knights Pub which was also adorned with colourful windowboxes. We 
were delighted to see that your tree planting programme is ongoing with 16 silver Birch trees planted in the picnic 
areas at the north and south entrances. Well done on rearranging the rockery in the community garden and you are 
commended on the revamping the community orchard (by removing the Scutch grass from around the tree trunks). 
We applaud your decision to limit your mowing to a narrow path here and leaving the remaining areas to grow 
naturally as a means of supporting biodiversity. Can other areas be identified for this approach? Praise is also due 
to the maintenance work undertaken by your committee and volunteers to the picnic areas at the north and south 
entrances to your village as they looked very well during our visit.

The projects completed in Balrothery under this category for this years competition demonstrate a good level of 
awareness of the natural heritage and biodiversity in your village. It is noted that bug hotels have been positioned 
around the community garden and in our view, this presents an opportunity for a collaboration with the 
schoolchildren. Why not ask them to engage in insect counts to see if it is doing its job? Don’t forget that old logs 
and branches can also make less elaborate but very effective insect havens too. We are delighted to read that your 
committee are continuing to engage in tree planting (with 16 silver birch trees positioned on the greens at the north 
and south entrances) and be sure to check their support straps on a regular basis. The little acorns from mighty 
oaks project sounds like a great initiative and we urge you to continue with this project if possible. The benefits from 
trees are numerous (and multi generational) as they can capture carbon, provide better air quality, function as 
habitats and provide shade during hot weather – so planting more trees is strongly encouraged. Consider asking the 
schoolchildren to identify suitable locations within the village tree planting as a school project. We note that a tree 
trail is in place in Glebe Park (as descriptive name signs were spotted) and we wondered if the schoolchildren or 
youth groups in Balrothery had helped to set this up? We applaud your continuing commitment to pollinator friendly 
planting as numerous examples of pollen rich plant varieties and shrubs were seen in your landscaping schemes. 
Now that your landscaping schemes are dominated by pollinator friendly varieties, try and think of additional ways to 
increase pollen sources in Balrothery. Consider mapping out ‘pollination corridors’ and ask private householders 
and residents associations to engage in pollinator planting in their gardens and amenity areas. The leaf mulch 
project is considered under the sustainability category.

We applaud your decision to engage in leaf mulching as this project will help you to avoid the use of commercially 
produced compost in your landscaping schemes. The reuse of the slabs of leftover stone in the rockery makeover 
demonstrates your commitment to recycling. We note from the 2021 adjudicators report that rainwater harvesting is 
taking place at the Community Centre and we wondered if the water butts that are installed here can provide you 
with all the water that you need for watering your planters during the summer months? If not, why not aim to be 
100% self-sufficient in harvested rainwater by expanding the number of water butts that you use or reducing the 
number of planters in favour of permanent (ground based) beds? We applaud the collaborative project that you 
have undertaken with Balrothery FC which involved the distribution of reusable drinks bottles to every player in their 
club. Why not investigate to see if a similar scheme can be rolled out with other clubs or the school in your village? 
We know from the 2021 report that a range of improvements were undertaken in Balrothery to promote walking in 
your village and we wondered if a survey has taken place to see if the number of residents walking on a daily basis 
has increased? If not, perhaps this presents an opportunity for a collaborative project with the School? We were 
also interested to read in last year's report that your committee was undertaking an energy master plan for 
Balrothery (with assistance from the SEAI). Noting that energy master plans can lead to a reduction in energy usage 
in a community, we wondered if there was any update on this important project? We would also like to hear about 
any events that you have hosted which are designed to raise awareness of the need to conserve energy, reduce 
resource consumption and avoid waste generation in the wider community in your entry form next year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



We are pleased to report that overall, the standard of litter control on display in your village was quite high with only 
a small number of areas seen with litter present during our visit. We would like to commend the hard work of your 
committee and volunteers who undertake regular litter picks and Fingal County Council who assist you by gathering 
up the bags of litter. In our view, your approach is proving effective and we urge you to keep it up. However, a small 
number of areas may require more frequent monitoring. Litter was seen in the car park of the Balrothery Inn and 
also at the car park for Glebe Park, in the grounds of the Community Hall, outside the Spar and along the narrow 
lane leading to the back of the school. The standard of tidiness was also considered to be high with many public 
areas, streets and pathways looking clean and tidy and neatly swept. Improvements remain possible here too. We 
were surprised to see sign poles with no signs on the approach road from Skerries, in the centre of Balrothery 
(opposite the entrance to school lane) and at the junction of the Lusk and Skerries roads. The pump beside the 
Town of the Knights Pub is a lovely feature but it needs a fresh coat of paint while the entrance barrier at the Glebe 
car park would benefit from power washing. The perimeter of the car parking area to the front of the Balrothery Inn 
was also in need of a sweep as weed and debris could be seen here. It is very disappointing to hear that increased 
litter volumes are emanating from cars that are using the approach roads and we agree that a national campaign to 
raise awareness of this issue is needed. In the interim, it is recommended that this issue should be discussed with 
Fingal County Council to see what actions can be taken to reduce the problem.

with all the water that you need for watering your planters during the summer months? If not, why not aim to be 
100% self-sufficient in harvested rainwater by expanding the number of water butts that you use or reducing the 
number of planters in favour of permanent (ground based) beds? We applaud the collaborative project that you 
have undertaken with Balrothery FC which involved the distribution of reusable drinks bottles to every player in their 
club. Why not investigate to see if a similar scheme can be rolled out with other clubs or the school in your village? 
We know from the 2021 report that a range of improvements were undertaken in Balrothery to promote walking in 
your village and we wondered if a survey has taken place to see if the number of residents walking on a daily basis 
has increased? If not, perhaps this presents an opportunity for a collaborative project with the School? We were 
also interested to read in last year's report that your committee was undertaking an energy master plan for 
Balrothery (with assistance from the SEAI). Noting that energy master plans can lead to a reduction in energy usage 
in a community, we wondered if there was any update on this important project? We would also like to hear about 
any events that you have hosted which are designed to raise awareness of the need to conserve energy, reduce 
resource consumption and avoid waste generation in the wider community in your entry form next year.

Your entry form reveals that the residents associations in Balrothery have been very active over the last 12 months 
and this work was visible during adjudication with many well kept estates spotted. We admired the extensive linear 
shrub bed alongside the entrance road to Knights Hill while attractive name stones and landscaping could be seen 
at the Green (where verbena and freshly painted walls were visible) and the Rise. Rosepark looked particularly well 
with its circular entrance bed and extensive amenity area. Perhaps the ‘no mow May’ approach could be considered 
for this area (or part of it) here as a means of boosting local pollen sources? Prominent name signage and summer 
planting was also observed that the entrance to Balruddery Woods / Grove, Knightswood and Balrothery Court. In 
addition, Garrai Lynn was maintained to a good standard. We would also like to commend the residents of the 
Sanctuary, Cloch Choirneal, Ringfort and Balrothery Gardens on the fine work that they have undertaken on their 
estates.

The standard of presentation of the main approach roads into Balrothery was high with cleanly swept footpaths, tidy 
road verges and clear signage on the approaches from Dublin and from Balbriggan. The eye catching natural stone 
landscaped beds and high quality name plates at the north and south entrances to your village help to reinforce the 
positive impression. We are delighted to hear that there are plans to improve the pedestrian and cycling 
infrastructure in your village over the next 3 to 5 years and we look forward to seeing these improvements being 
rolled out. We share your enthusiasm for better dedicated cycling facilities between Balrothery and Ardgillan Park 
and we urge you to continue to raise this matter with Fingal County Council. The issues with the surfacing of the 
Inch road and the White Hart road are acknowledged and is hoped that these matters can be addressed in the near 
future.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We very much enjoyed our visit to Balrothery and it was a pleasure to see the fine work of your committee and 
volunteers at first hand. There is no doubt that your projects are continuing to improve your area and we urge you to 
keep up the good work. We look forward to returning again in 2023 when it is hoped that further progress will be 
seen.


