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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to your committee of 8 members who are ably assisted by 12 occasional members that can be relied upon 
to regularly volunteer. It is clear from your entry form that you are a very active committee who meet regularly to 
discuss your work programme and undertake projects. We are glad to see that there is good working relationships 
in place between your committee and Fingal County Council and Fingal Leader and we have no doubt that they 
have proved to be important in getting projects completed. Consider also approaching Tus / Fas as they have 
assisted committees in other tidy towns centres. The numerous connections that exist between your committee and 
voluntary groups such as Ballyboughal Community Council, the Pitch & Putt Club, the Hedgerow society and Mens 
Shed show that you are deeply rooted in your community. We noted that no local sports clubs were mentioned in 
your entry form and we wondered if any could be persuaded to help you out with your projects? It is great to see so 
many local businesses and employers supporting your projects and in our view, this demonstrates their appreciation 
of the excellent work that you are doing. Your communication strategy appears comprehensive and effective with all 
mediums used and we are glad to see that links have been established between your committee and the school. It 
is pleasing to read that joint projects (such as planting and litter picks) have taken place between your committee 
and the schoolchildren and we urge you to try and identify additional projects that you could collaborate on under 
the nature and biodiversity and sustainability categories. Thank you for your completed entry form which was read 
with interest. Please note that there is no need to mention the same projects under different categories and be sure 
to label completed projects as new (N). Future or planned projects should be clearly marked (FP) and try and avoid 
presenting projects that have yet to start or which are underway as new / completed projects. Unfortunately, it was 
not possible to read the map and this created difficulties during adjudication. A clear and legible map will need to be 
included with your entry form in 2023.
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This was the first time that your adjudicator had visited Ballyboughal and we very much enjoyed the experience! 
Your village looked particularly well and we have no doubt that this is due to the work undertaken by building 
owners / occupiers on their properties and due to the efforts of your committee and volunteers on maintaining public 
spaces. There are plenty of examples of buildings which looked their best. In the village centre, O’Connor’s looked 
lovely while the modern units at Cnoc Dubh Square looked great. The distinctive thatched building that 
accommodates the Brew Bistro is both impressive and very well maintained and the Amber Garage looked well. 
Praise is due to Bounce and Beyond for the careful maintenance they have undertaken on their car park and 
grounds. A high standard of presentation could also be seen in your public buildings. The national school looked 
bright and fresh in its new coat of paint and the hardwork that you and other parishioners have undertaken on your 
historic Church and grounds is applauded. The old national school building looked nice while the Brethrens Meeting 
Room also impressed. The maintenance of public spaces is appreciated. The attractive area (St Patricks Monument 
Park?) that accommodates the picnic benches and the monument (at the junction of the Main Street and the 
Garristown Road) looked lovely while the central space (opposite O’Connor’s) with its decorative pump and planted 
beds looked very well. Our exploration of your village brought us into Cnoc Dubh and while we spotted the (very well 
maintained) playground and pleasant walk, we are unable to spot the seating in the new green public area (did we 
miss it?). Perhaps this could be pointed out to the adjudicator in 2023 and included on your entry form map? We 
were most impressed by the excellent work that you have undertaken at the graveyard as it looked exceptionally 
well with its shrub bank, good quality paths and well maintained plots. Has any consideration been given to 
providing an information plaque that outlines the history of the church ruin? Well done on freshening up the black 
fences in the village but the fence at the monument and picnic area may need to be spruced up for 2023.
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Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

308

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

48

37

42

29

12

56

37

32

293

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 308

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:
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bright and fresh in its new coat of paint and the hardwork that you and other parishioners have undertaken on your 
historic Church and grounds is applauded. The old national school building looked nice while the Brethrens Meeting 
Room also impressed. The maintenance of public spaces is appreciated. The attractive area (St Patricks Monument 
Park?) that accommodates the picnic benches and the monument (at the junction of the Main Street and the 
Garristown Road) looked lovely while the central space (opposite O’Connor’s) with its decorative pump and planted 
beds looked very well. Our exploration of your village brought us into Cnoc Dubh and while we spotted the (very well 
maintained) playground and pleasant walk, we are unable to spot the seating in the new green public area (did we 
miss it?). Perhaps this could be pointed out to the adjudicator in 2023 and included on your entry form map? We 
were most impressed by the excellent work that you have undertaken at the graveyard as it looked exceptionally 
well with its shrub bank, good quality paths and well maintained plots. Has any consideration been given to 
providing an information plaque that outlines the history of the church ruin? Well done on freshening up the black 
fences in the village but the fence at the monument and picnic area may need to be spruced up for 2023.

We had a very enjoyable time looking for (and finding) many good quality planting schemes during our visit and we 
note that your committee and volunteers have clearly moved away from bedding plants in favour of perennials. The 
planting at the Ballyboughal Square entrance name sign was a highlight with a lovely range of species spotted that 
included dahlias, peruvian Lilies, red bistort and distinctive looking lambs ear. This is a lovely scheme with plant 
species that clearly complement one another. Well done also on planting a boundary hedgerow to screen the fence 
with the adjoining school. Nice planting was also spotted at the base of the Sli na Sceach sign (surrounding the old 
painted bike) and an impressive range of pollinator friendly species could be seen in the linear bed that runs along 
the boundary of the Brethren meeting room - which included verbena, dahlias and bistort. The cluster of begonias 
added colour to the entrance of the pitch and putt club. An impressive array of shrubs were on display in the raised 
beds surrounding the Cnoc Dubh Square commercial building while the raised natural stone beds on either side of 
the entrance to the Cemetery looked very nice with sage and cranes bill visible. Good planting was on view at the St 
Patricks Monument Park. Well done on providing a sign in amongst the begonias which states ‘sustainable planting 
planned for this area’ - as this clearly underlines your commitment to selecting plants which benefit biodiversity. We 
are pleased to see that 3 new trees have been positioned in your park and we wondered if sites for additional tree 
planting have been identified? We noted that the wildflower patch (beneath the lovely willow tree) at the junction of 
the Garristown road seems to be thriving. The committee and volunteers are commended on providing an 
assortment of colourful planters with cascading floral displays along the main road as they add lovely summer 
colours to your village. The distinctive 3 legged plant pots are most attractive.

It is heartening to see that a range of good practical projects have been completed or are underway under this 
category. We are delighted to read that no herbicides are used in the St. Patrick’s Monuments Park and we urge 
you to extend this policy to other areas in your village. We salute your determination to adhere to the 
recommendations of the all Ireland Pollinator Action Plan as this can be clearly seen by your decision to incorporate 
pollen rich plant varieties into a good number of your landscaping schemes. Why not set a target to include 
pollinator friendly species into all of your schemes? We applaud the joint project that you are undertaking with the 
Ballyboughal hedgerow society to label and restore the hedgerow on the Oldtown Road. Given the importance of 
native hedgerows to wildlife and biodiversity, can you identify other areas in and around your village where 
hedgerows can be supplemented or planted? Well done also on labelling native trees. Have you considered setting 
up a tree walk with either the schoolchildren, youth club or scouts to raise awareness of the importance of our native 
trees? It is great to see that you are collaborating with Men’s Shed on the provision of bird boxes throughout the 
village and along the riverside. Perhaps the schoolchildren would be interested in monitoring their usage? We note 
that Grogan’s Field and part of Cois Sruthain are both used as a wildlife refuges and we wondered if any thought 
has been given to carrying out surveys at these locations? Your plans to create a wildflower meadow is 
acknowledged. When carrying out this project, be sure to follow the recommended guidance by growing wildflowers 
naturally and avoid the spreading of wildflower seeds.

It is disappointing to hear that your old composting area was not being used properly and we understand that a new 
site is being sought for this purpose. We urge you to progress this project as quickly as possible to ensure that you 
will not be reliant on commercially produced compost and fertiliser. Consider setting up leaf mould bays near trees 
in the autumn as an alternative. We are pleased to read that your committee are engaging in rainwater harvesting 
by placing a water butt at the Square and we encourage you to try and find other locations that could be used to 
capture rainwater. Perhaps the community centre or the grounds of the Church would be suitable? Having an 
adequate supply of rainwater would enable your committee to be 100% self-sufficient during the summer months 
and avoid the usage of treated water for watering your landscaping schemes. Well done on overwintering your 
spring bulbs and we wondered if you also propagated plant cuttings or sought donations from local keen gardeners 
for your landscaping schemes? Your commitment to recycling is appreciated and we applaud your decision to use 
recycled paint for your painting projects. It is also recommended that waste or surplus wood is used in your 
day-to-day projects (such as making planters / bird / bat boxes). Schools are often a hotbed of innovative ideas for 
actions under this category (particularly when they participate in the green schools programme) and we would like to 
hear of any relevant projects that they are carrying out in your entry form next year. We also like to know if your 
committee has hosted any events locally which are designed to raise awareness of the need to conserve energy, 
reduce resource consumption and avoid waste generation in your wider community?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



We are delighted to report that the standard of litter control in your village on adjudication day with excellent and no 
litter could be spotted. This is considered to be a fantastic performance and it demonstrates that your collaborative 
approach of involving the wider community in your litter patrols (with Ballyboughal Community Council, residents of 
the estates, the youth club, scouts and schoolchildren all taking part) is working very well. We have no doubt that 
the work that you have done to raise awareness of litter problem areas and the need to maintain your village is also 
having a positive influence. It is disappointing to hear that there has been an increase in litter and dog fouling but 
you will be pleased to hear that no problems were encountered during our visit. The standard of tidiness was also 
very high and it is very clear that close attention is paid to removing weeds, sweeping footpaths, maintaining 
roadsides and washing signage during your cleanup events. Some signs need attention. A traffic light sign (close to 
the Church) needs a wash while the sign poles on the sli na sceach sign, the Garristown junction directional sign 
and on the black and yellow children about sign (close to Bounce and Beyond) need to be spruced up. An untidy bin 
could also be spotted at the entrance to the St Patrick’s Monument Park.

We would like to compliment the management committees of the estates (and volunteers) who are responsible for 
maintaining residential areas in your village. It was clear from our visit that they are working exceptionally hard as a 
very high standard of presentation was visible. The traditional style single-storey dwellings that comprise Doorogue 
Cottages looked lovely and the crescent shaped open space here is very well maintained. The shrub beds adjacent 
to the playground at Doorogue Woods looked nice while the central open space with trees and decorative gravel 
paths looked very well. Cnoc Dubh is a gorgeous new estate with well maintained and attractive open spaces. It is 
pleasing to see that further enhancements are underway here with the new green, landscaping and seating areas. It 
should be noted that the straps securing the trees to their supports (in some instances) in both Cnoc Dubh and 
Doorogue Woods need to be urgently checked – as tight straps can restrict growth and harm the tree. Ballyboughal 
square was a highlight with its lovely entrance planting and well maintained linear green space. We were also 
interested to read in your entry form that local competitions take place in your village each year with awards for the 
best maintained commercial premises (the Carroll Cup) and the best maintained residential garden (the Bergin 
Cup). In our view, these competitions are helping to create friendly rivalries and improving the appearance of your 
village. Has any consideration been given to holding a competition for best presented estate? Perhaps a local 
business would be interested in providing you with sponsorship for this?

The standard of presentation of approach roads into Ballyboghill was generally high during our visit.  The entrance 
from Dublin was impressive with its neatly trimmed grass margins and an attractive bilingual name sign set within a 
raised natural stone landscape bed. However, one of the 50 kmph signs (the one behind the entrance name sign) 
had been damaged and was leaning over. The approach from the Naul was also very nice with similar bilingual 
name signage (to the approach road from Dublin) and eye-catching landscaping. We admired the lovely mature 
trees which could be seen alongside the river on the approach road from Rush / Lusk and we are pleased to see 
that attractive natural boundaries are in place along the Garristown road. We would also like to commend the 
hedgerow society on the excellent work that they have carried out by creating a new 6 km marked way (sli na 
sceacha) and we have no doubt that this walking and cycling route is appreciated by both residents and visitors.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to commend your committee, volunteers and residents on an excellent performance in this year’s 
competition – you should be very proud of yourselves. Keep up the good work and we look forward to returning 
again and seeing further progress in 2023!


