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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

You have a very large area within your remit which includes many residential estates, schools, and golf courses.  To 
be effective it is important to develop and work through strong networks.  You have over 100 volunteers and an 
excellent network of businesses and agencies with whom you work.  

Whilst Covid has set many back, you have been able to continue work with the schools who have helped to deliver 
key activities including your 1916 Roses Program, your Centenary Program, and you have been doing a lot of work 
on wildlife and biodiversity through their gardening activities.  

It is important to keep focused on a plan or objective.  You say you do not have funding for this, but you can ask for 
ideas from the community of things you could do across the 8 adjudication categories of the competition.  Then your 
committee could work together to draft a long-term plan.  

You have been very proactive in trying to involve different sectors of your community and for this you are 
applauded.  

Your endeavours have provided a strong sense of achievement and fulfilment.  Do keep informing the public about 
your work as it's important to be open and transparent. Keeping a website or social media is important and would 
benefit this.  The public love to hear positive news stories so do share details of your good work, your celebrations, 
and your successes.
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With protected structures and buildings of architectural and heritage importance you’re hoping to develop a heritage 
trail in association with Rathfarnham Historical Society.  However, with a lot of housing developments being 
proposed the location and route is difficult to determine.  Why not try a different approach?  Collect information 
about the heritage of sites and collate this onto an on-line trail first with a suggested route along public footpaths.    
Then an on-line trail can be more easily edited.  QR codes can be shared on public information boards or even on 
social media.  

We applaud how you monitor many of your protected sites and are proactive in their maintenance.  

The Buglers Public House looked nice during adjudication, with attractive pollinator friendly hanging baskets.  They 
are also thanked for their support of your work.  

Derelict sites are an issue, but you have targeted some and repainted them. Well done for this work.  Have the sites 
been listed by the council on their register of derelict sites?
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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The Buglers Public House looked nice during adjudication, with attractive pollinator friendly hanging baskets.  They 
are also thanked for their support of your work.  

Derelict sites are an issue, but you have targeted some and repainted them. Well done for this work.  Have the sites 
been listed by the council on their register of derelict sites?

Public realm is important and it's nice to see how you've used the space outside St Catharine’s Gate as an outdoor 
art gallery.  You are using pollinator friendly plants at places such as the White Church Road. 

Glendoher Park is used by local schools and girl guides, and in the past 12 months you've added more fruit and nut 
trees to the area and drinking water has been provided.  Perhaps a grant could be applied for to distribute refillable 
water bottles with your logo on?  
It's nice to see the pollinator friendly activities here and the public benches provided.  

We love the planting at the entrance to St Enda's Park and the Pearse Museum car park. This is very attractive 
planting so well done to all involved here.  

Have you considered running a workshop to share seeds, or teach attendees how to grow from cuttings?

As mentioned, you have been planting native fruit and nut trees in public areas.  There is some great advice at the 
website www.pollinators.ie on other good plants/ shrubs and also actions for pollinators.    The All-Ireland Pollinator 
Plan has guidance specifically for golf courses.  It advises how the land can be managed specifically for golfers, but 
also for wildlife. It might be worth trying to establish some links here to share this guidance. Maybe your local 
courses might be interested in advocating some of the proposals?  They are available free to download at the above 
website.  

You fundraised to apply for a judicial review of some planning applications.  Thanks to this effort you have ensured 
that several housing developments are now being built at a sustainable level with a better balance of 
trees/landscape and housing.  

We admired the pictures of your Spring Flowers.  Snowdrops and crocuses, added to the daffodils, can also benefit 
pollinators early in the season. 

Your entry included fantastic pictures of otters in your community.  More importantly you have shared these on your 
social media channels.  These are normally quite shy elusive animals, it's great that you've been able to see these 
in the wild and share information.  

People may not always realise that what they might put down their toilets and drains can directly impact water 
bodies, so awareness of local wildlife is important and sharing details of actions that people can take to protect 
these environments is also important.

How fantastic to read of the tremendous effort of the nine local schools in litter picking over the last 12 months of 
Covid.  Well done to your ‘cable-ties’ removal  team! It is suggested that this is something every Tidy Towns group 
should have in place.  
Post boxes on Taylors Lane need a good clean and some sticky residue from posters removed.

Dog fouling is not nice – so you have taken on board a few actions including working with dog owners, and also 
spray painting any ‘waste’ found in areas to highlight the problem.  Has this been successful? 

You have raised a serious issue regarding failed sewage pumps and pipes having to be emptied regularly of 
sewage in three separate estates.  A sustained publicity campaign including the production of a video has 
highlighted the problem.  Environment and Public Health is a concern here.  Many of the residents concerned 
happily take part in litter-picking events in the community so it is hoped this is resolved quickly.

It is excellent to read that you are developing a permeability action plan for cyclists and walkers across Ballyboden.  
Here you might be able to identify obstacles that could be removed or consider openings that could be created to 
encourage more cycling and walking throughout your community. 

We smiled whilst reading about Operation Mulch.  With many mature trees you collect the leaves, put it into black 
bin bags, save it for a year or so and then you have got great mulch available for your flower beds and the base of 
your trees. This is one of many different activities you promote under sustainability which include collecting all the 
unwanted clothes, organising plant sales with gardening club, and providing bikes for new immigrants in the 
community.  

It was nice to see clean bottle and can recycling banks available in the car park behind the garage.  As mentioned 
some small graffiti tags were noticed in some places and they should be quickly tackled and removed. 

The new cycle paths being provided along the length of Grange Road are highly applauded, and it was also great to 
see bike lockers at the bus stop.  Perhaps you could interview some cyclists who use them and share details of how 
easy they are to use?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



spray painting any ‘waste’ found in areas to highlight the problem.  Has this been successful? 

You have raised a serious issue regarding failed sewage pumps and pipes having to be emptied regularly of 
sewage in three separate estates.  A sustained publicity campaign including the production of a video has 
highlighted the problem.  Environment and Public Health is a concern here.  Many of the residents concerned 
happily take part in litter-picking events in the community so it is hoped this is resolved quickly.

Homes in Owendoher Park looked well and nearby those in Owendoher  Grove had lots of solar panels which is 
great to see. The trees in this area could be improved by giving some TLC:  straps could be loosened and some of 
your home-made mulch applied at the base to provide some nutrients which is important in these younger trees.

There are many lovely residential areas across Ballyboden as Pearse Brothers Park and White Cliff.  Do you have 
strong links in all estates?  If not – this should be an action in your long-term plan to have a link in each area to 
allow for them to give you suggestions, and for you to invite them to join events and activities.  In these two estates, 
example, they might like to adopt some bee-friendly mowing regimes in their large grass areas. The front of 
Whitecliff could be a fantastic place to have sharp circle of long grass managed for pollinators.  Passers-by could 
look and learn! 

Do you share equipment between estates, for example strimmers or perhaps you give prizes for the best wildlife 
friendly activity in an area?

Many residents of Ballyboden are lucky to be able to enjoy river walks in the area and you encourage them to share 
pictures on your social media. Perhaps you can offer a prize for some of the best pictures submitted? 

The green area on Taylors Lane in front of Pearse's Park look nice with fabulous displays of roses.  These 
centenary roses are well positioned and make a strong pact for passing traffic.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You have a large population base with many residential areas.  Continue to advertise your meetings and activities to 
encourage more to enjoy and earn about the breath of your activities.  Who would have expected to be able to see 
otters in the middle of Dublin?  Keep sharing these lovely pictures and stories and celebrate the wildlife of the area.


