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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome 
your hardworking committee of 6 members and 10 - 15 volunteers to the 2022 competition – which is your second 
year of participation. It is clear from your entry form that your committee and volunteers undertake a range of 
activities (including attending the Baldoyle Viking festival) and we applaud your inclusive approach as residents of 
all nationalities get involved in your projects. It is pleasing to see that good links have been built up with a broad 
range of statutory organisations (Fingal County Council, the Heritage Council, Iarnrod Eireann, Coillte and the 
Gardai), community based groups (Baldoyle Forum, Baldoyle community gardens, Mens Shed, the Song and Dance 
Stage School, VOICE, the tennis club and Coastwatch) and local businesses (such as Expert Hardware and Sinead 
Begley & Associates) – we urge you to maintain these links in the years ahead as these connections will provide 
you with invaluable assistance and enable you to get your projects completed. We are glad to see that your 
communication strategy is based on both digital and traditional communication methods and it appears to be 
working well for you. We are delighted to read that a number of collaborative projects have already been undertaken 
with the schools in Baldoyle and we urge you to continue to look for opportunities to get the schoolchildren and 
teachers involved in your activities. Thank you for your comprehensive submission which included an entry form, a 
map, pictures and an action plan. The entry form is clearly set out and you are commended on matching your 
projects with the sustainable development goals (SDG’s). The action plan was read with interest but we were 
surprised to see that a number of the projects that were included in this years entry form are not referred to in it. For 
example, there is no references to the projects that were undertaken in Seagrange Park (the establishment of the 
woodland walk, tree, hedgerow and orchard planting and the development of children tree trail, Monitoring invasive 
species, etc). Please note that your action plan should be comprehensive and include all of the projects that you 
intend to carry out over the specified three-year period.
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While your adjudicators were familiar with Baldoyle, this was the first time that we had the opportunity to properly 
explore your area and it proved to be a very enjoyable experience. We loved seeing the wide range of historic 
buildings such as the St Peter and Paul Church and the Sisters of Charity convent in addition to the lovely single 
storey period dwellings that could be seen on Parochial avenue and Back Lane. We were interested to read that a 
heritage audit has been undertaken for your area and we wondered if a copy of this document could be submitted 
with your entry form next year? We would also like to compliment the business owners and occupiers on the high 
standard of presentation that they achieved on their commercial premises with the White House bar, the Excel shop, 
Michael J Kennedy Solicitors and Guilios standing out. The Racecourse Inn, the Barber Shop and One Cafe at the 
Racecourse Shopping Centre also looked well and the Progressive Credit union, the Applegreen Garage and 
Beshoff Motors on Grange road also deserve praise on their appearance. Public buildings were no less impressive 
as the Baldoyle Community Centre looked neat and tidy in its fresh coat of paint and St Lawrence's Church and 
grounds looked great. The modern design of the library on the Coast Road was appreciated as it provides an 
interesting variation on the traditional styles of the adjoining buildings. Well done to the artists who created the 
beautiful ‘save to bee’ mural at the youth club as this is considered to be a very effective way a raising awareness of 
the importance of pollinator planting and biodiversity. The committee and volunteers are commended on their 
maintenance of public spaces with the seating area at the Community Hall (where the ‘baile duil is brodiul’ bench 
was seen), the coastal walk and the circular space with the sculpture in front of Beshoff Motors standing out. We are 
also pleased to read that your committee have worked hard to ensure that Baldoyle village is fully accessible by all 
members of your community who are the mobility impaired and we have no doubt that these efforts are appreciated.
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Beshoff Motors on Grange road also deserve praise on their appearance. Public buildings were no less impressive 
as the Baldoyle Community Centre looked neat and tidy in its fresh coat of paint and St Lawrence's Church and 
grounds looked great. The modern design of the library on the Coast Road was appreciated as it provides an 
interesting variation on the traditional styles of the adjoining buildings. Well done to the artists who created the 
beautiful ‘save to bee’ mural at the youth club as this is considered to be a very effective way a raising awareness of 
the importance of pollinator planting and biodiversity. The committee and volunteers are commended on their 
maintenance of public spaces with the seating area at the Community Hall (where the ‘baile duil is brodiul’ bench 
was seen), the coastal walk and the circular space with the sculpture in front of Beshoff Motors standing out. We are 
also pleased to read that your committee have worked hard to ensure that Baldoyle village is fully accessible by all 
members of your community who are the mobility impaired and we have no doubt that these efforts are appreciated.

Your entry form reveals that your committee and volunteers have been working hard on a range of landscaping 
projects for this year's competition and we were most impressed at the quality of the schemes that were visible on 
adjudication day. We are pleased to see that you have embraced the need for pollinator friendly varieties in your 
landscaping schemes and this can clearly be seen by the abundant banks of pollen rich planting that was observed 
along the coastal walk with daisies, red valerian and buddleia visible here. The shrub bed immediately adjacent to 
Baldoyle estuary information sign looked well and attractive summer bedding plants added colour here. We admired 
the diversity of pollinator friendly plant species that could be seen in the large black bowl planters that lined the 
pavement in front of the St Peter and Paul Church and the Community Hall and we were pleased to see that 
wildflowers were popping up in the community garden and seating area (to the side of the Community Hall). The 
contribution of individual businesses to landscaping is also appreciated. Attractive and colorful planters could be 
seen outside the XL shop and the White House and we admired the wonderful diversity of species that were on view 
in the perimeter beds of the car park in St. Patrick's Nursing Home. The established and mature shrub beds that 
surrounded the Beshoff Motors garage drew positive attention and praise is also due to everyone who maintains the 
carefully grounds of St Laurences Church (with its attractive roses and shrubs). Well done to Mens Shed for 
preparing the planters that could be seen in the car park of the Youth Club and we are glad to hear that the strip of 
grass here is used for pollen rich Spring bulb planting comprising of snowdrops, crocuses bluebells and alliums. The 
pleasant landscaping bed (with summer bedding plants) that could also be spotted at the Baldoyle name sign on 
Grange road also looked well as this helps to create a positive first impression for visitors to your area. Other 
attractive schemes could also be seen around racecourse park with impressive banks of pollinator friendly planting 
on view at the Coast sign immediately adjacent to the pavement and cycle path and we loved seeing the long linear 
wild flower bed that separates the cycle path and pavement on the Greenway to Portmarnock. A large number of 
good quality schemes were visible in the newer residential estates in your area with impressive examples observed 
at Stapoline Avenue, Racecourse Court and Red Arches Park. We also enjoyed exploring the carefully maintained 
and attractive Baldoyle racecourse park and Seagrange park where we were delighted to find that numerous nature 
and biodiversity projects were underway. It is acknowledged that a riverside walk is also proposed along the Mayne 
River to the east side of Seagrange park and we look forward to seeing this project progress in the near future.

We are glad to see that there are many high quality projects proposed under this category for this year's 
competition. Your aim of achieving a herbacide free Baldoyle is applauded and we note your success in convincing 
a local business owner to stop spraying roundup in his newly renovated shopping centre car park. We wondered if 
Fingal County Council are also supportive of this approach? Consider contacting major land owners in Baldoyle and 
asking them to participate - as it is possible that the schools, nursing home and convent would be interested in 
avoiding herbicide use. We salute your participation in the development of the north Dublin Bee corridor and we 
note that this initiative is a collaboration between your committee and those in neighbouring areas. However, we 
were surprised to see that despite the fact that the route of the corridor has been decided, no map appeared to have 
been provided to display it. Can this be submitted next year? It is clear from your entry form that Seagrange Park 
has been the focus of a range of current and future projects. The provision of a new woodland walk (which included 
the planting of 7500 trees) is warmly welcomed and this is considered to be a lovely addition to your attractive park. 
The sowing of a community orchard and the planting of hedgerows in the park is also commended as both provide 
valuable food sources for bees and other pollinators. We were interested to read that there is also a plan to develop 
a childrens woodland trail (complete with explanatory plaques) and we wondered if there is an opportunity to involve 
the school children or youth groups in your area in this project? Well done on participating in the hedgehog survey 
and while it is disappointing to hear that none were found, we urge you to persevere in other locations and to report 
your findings on your social media.

Your committee and volunteers appear to have a good understanding of the need to adopt more sustainable 
behaviors with respect to energy usage, resource consumption and waste generation. This is demonstrated by your 
promotion of active travel modes (with members walking, cycling and using wheelchairs to get to tidy towns events) 
and your usage of coffee grinds to make homemade compost. We urge you to find other ways of engaging in 
sustainable behaviour. Consider harvesting rainwater and using recycled materials (such as wood and waste 
timber) in your projects. We note that you have started to harvest your own seeds so why not set a target to stock all 
of your landscaping schemes from your own plant cuttings and seeds? Don't forget that the tidy towns groups also 
have a role in raising awareness of the need to engage in more sustainable behaviour in their wider communities. 
Consider hosting a workshop on key sustainability themes as a means of encouraging people to conserve energy, 
minimize the use of resources and avoid / limit the generation of waste. These awareness events would provide a 
useful follow up to the provision of your art installation which encourages people to reduce their use of plastic.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



The standard of litter control was generally good in Baldoyle on adjudication day and we would like to commend 
your committee and volunteers on the hard work that you have put into regular litter collections. While the vast 
majority of areas in Baldoyle were litter free, there were a small number of exceptions noted. Litter could be seen on 
the coastal walk particularly on the green area adjacent to the church and around the old phone box. Litter was also 
visible in the wildflower area beside the community centre, at the entrances to Seagrange Park, in the car park of 
the racecourse shopping center and at the pedestrian entrance immediately adjacent to the apple green garage. We 
were delighted to read that the school children in your area regularly engage in your litter picks and that your 
committee are active in conveying an anti litter message through murals and other activities. The standard of 
tightness was also high and it was pleasing to see that the vast majority of roads, pathways and public areas were 
free from weed and appearing in good condition. We were particularly impressed with the standard of presentation 
of the roads, paths and landscaping areas to be found in the newer residential areas in Baldoyle such as the Red 
Arches. Notwithstanding these points, some improvements are possible. Weed was evident at the base of the 
natural stone wall along the coastal walk and very untidy litter bin could also be spotted on the coastal path 
immediately adjacent to the church. While signage was generally in good condition, two sign poles (but no sign) 
were positioned at the top of the slipway while a rusty black and yellow sign pole was visible on College Street. The 
old payphone box on the green space beside the bus stop was in poor condition and an untidy pedestrian entrance 
to the industrial estate was observed beside the Applegreen garage where weed, litter and graffiti could be seen.

useful follow up to the provision of your art installation which encourages people to reduce their use of plastic.

We loved the range and diversity of dwelling types and styles that were visible in Baldoyle during adjudication as 
they add interest and character to your area. The diverse styles comprise single storey cottages of traditional design 
(found in Parochial Ave and Back Lane), established suburban housing areas (such as Marian park) to attractive 
modern housing (Racecourse Green) and apartments (Red Arches) in the newly constructed residential estates 
surrounding Racecourse Park. We are delighted to report that the standard of presentation of all of these residential 
areas was uniformly good and it was pleasing to see that the vast majority of home owners and occupiers had 
worked hard to ensure that their properties looked their best during our visit. We know from your entry form that your 
committee are striving to make room for nature in all parts of your area by seeking a reduced grass cutting regime to 
promote wildflower and pollen rich natural vegetation growth. With this in mind, we would be interested to know if 
any of the residents associations in the residential areas of Baldoyle are adopting a ‘no mow May’ approach and 
engaging in pollinator friendly planting on their amenity areas. Perhaps you could let us know in 2023?

These are clearly exciting times in Baldoyle with a range of proposals under discussion to integrate new permanent 
cycling infrastructure into your area. We were delighted to learn that your committee have worked closely with 
Fingal County Council in developing projects that will enhance your road network and make it safer for all users. 
Your input into the treatment of approach roads is also appreciated. We applaud your decision to request that native 
wildflowers are left uncut at the entrance to Baldoyle from Portmarnock and we are pleased to report that many 
colourful wildflowers could be seen here during our visit. We were interested to read about the proposal to rebuild 
the red arch feature on the Greenway and we look forward to seeing this project completed in the near future. It is 
also noted that your committee have made submissions to have street trees and swales provided along the Grange 
Road from Dublin City.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We were most impressed with the performance of your community and volunteers this year and in our view, you 
should be very proud of your efforts. While we appreciate that this is just your second entry into the competition and 
that it is ‘early days’, you can be confident that your projects are already making a very positive difference to your 
area and we encourage you to keep up the good work. We look forward to returning to Baldoyle and seeing further 
progress in 2023.


