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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We are pleased to welcome 
your dedicated committee of 9 members to the 2022 tidy towns competition as your involvement is appreciated. We 
are glad to see that your committee can rely on a large number of volunteers with 60 helping you out. It is clear from 
your entry form that you are a very hard-working committee with weekly meetings and Saturday cleanups taking 
place all year round. The range of activities that you are involved in is most impressive with committee members 
taking part in gardening groups, an art team and a climate club in addition to their tidy towns duties. Well done also 
for taking part in the Fingal County Council’s environment and water PPN strategic committee as these issues are 
becoming increasingly important with the advent of climate change. It is great to see that you have established such 
productive links with Fingal County Council, elected members, the Department of Rural and Community Affairs, 
Pobal, LAWCO, Inland Fisheries and ESD Training and we have no doubt that these organisations are proving to be 
very useful sources of assistance with respect to advice, manpower and financial support. Well done also on 
working closely with local businesses through the Balbriggan Chamber of Commerce and for forming partnerships 
with other community-based groups such as the Balbriggan Community Council, the Balbriggan Integration Forum, 
the Balbriggan Allotments Association and the Balbriggan Summerfest Committee. It is pleasing to see that there is 
active engagement between your committee and all of your local schools (comprising 9 primary schools and 5 
secondary schools) and we applaud your collaborative work on transition year modules such as the ‘grey to green 
project’ and the pollinator walk murals. We salute your ongoing engagement with both local Scout groups and we 
encourage your schools liaison officer to continue to try to identify projects that are suitable for collaborations with 
youth groups in your town. We are glad to see that your communication strategy appears to be very effective – and 
this is not surprising given the range of communication mediums that are used. We would like to thank you for your 
entry form and map which were useful during our visit. You are commended on providing a concise entry form of 27 
pages and we would appreciate if you would persist with this approach. The map could be improved by adding an 
explanatory key. We are delighted to hear that you have enjoyed participating in the competition and be reassured 
that as adjudicators, we love visiting your vibrant and interesting town and reviewing the projects that you undertake 
each year. We are glad (but not surprised) to read that your involvement in the competition (and hard work) has led 
to more community involvement and a greater impetus to get things done – as well as generating pride in your town. 
Well done again on all of your excellent work to date and we urge you to keep it up.
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Balbriggan was bustling on a wonderful summers day with plenty of visitors at the harbour, around the viaduct and 
in the small park here. We could see from the Fingal County Council Part 8 notice that a major upgrade is planned 
for this area and we await updates on this exciting project. We had an enjoyable stroll around the Town Centre and 
we very much enjoyed seeing the heritage buildings such as Smyths hosiery factory on Railway Street and reading 
the illustrious history of this Balbriggan landmark. The paintings of the interior of the old Smyth building and scenes 
from your local area (including the harbour and the viaduct) are nice additions that add interest. We were pleased to 
see that local businesses are playing their part in helping Balbriggan look its best with many examples of good 
quality commercial premises on view. While it is not possible to list them all, a number caught our eye. Supervalu, 
the Central Bar (with gable mural), Pappagallinos, Hollys, McGowans Solicitors, the Courthouse, the Bracken Court 
Hotel and the Salt Cave all drew positive attention. The All Care Pharmacy, the smart shop, Millstone, Harvest and 
McFaddens all deserve praise while we were impressed with the Farrelly's funeral directors premises – as it 
(appears to be) an excellent reuse of an older building. Public buildings also looked very well. The Loreto Secondary 
school (and its neat and tidy grounds) looked lovely while the Courthouse, the modern Primary Health Care Centre 
and the Balbriggan Clubs Community Centre achieved a good standard of presentation. We note that work is 
continuing on the restoration of Bremore Castle and we look forward to seeing this completed in the years ahead. 
While the efforts of the tidy towns group in enhancing the appearance of derelict and vacant properties in your town 
are appreciated (such as the dwellings on Bridge Street and Hampton Street), we wondered why at a time of a 
national housing shortage, these properties are allowed to persist as vacant and unused? Noting that it is a national 
government priority to regenerate our city and town centres by reducing building vacancy and developing infill and 
brownfield sites, it is strongly recommended that these matters are raised as a priority with Fingal County Council. 
Councils have a range of powers at their disposal to deal with vacant and derelict properties (up to and including 
compulsory purchase) so their assistance in dealing with this matter is necessary. We were delighted to see so 
many high quality murals in Balbriggan. The climate future mural on the disused shed on Vauxhall Street looked 
very well and this is considered to be an inspirational way of raising awareness of climate concerns and for 
improving the appearance of an untidy site. Impressive murals were also observed in the railway car park (of a 
boxer), at the railway wall overlooking the beach, on the wall beneath the pedestrian walk to the railway station (of 
flowers), on the container at the harbour (of a scene from the sea) and on the pigeon club wall. The mosaic 
installations are a great idea and well done also on providing a poetry trail and shell art piece at the Martello Park. 
We welcome the demolition of the old nightclub building at the harbour as this marks the commencement of the 
redevelopment of the harbour and Quay Street. The addition of new picnic benches at the Millpond Park (beside the 
skate park) have enhanced this lovely outdoor space. Thanks also for the photo of the new themed lighting at the 
iconic railway viaduct – it looks very well.
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we very much enjoyed seeing the heritage buildings such as Smyths hosiery factory on Railway Street and reading 
the illustrious history of this Balbriggan landmark. The paintings of the interior of the old Smyth building and scenes 
from your local area (including the harbour and the viaduct) are nice additions that add interest. We were pleased to 
see that local businesses are playing their part in helping Balbriggan look its best with many examples of good 
quality commercial premises on view. While it is not possible to list them all, a number caught our eye. Supervalu, 
the Central Bar (with gable mural), Pappagallinos, Hollys, McGowans Solicitors, the Courthouse, the Bracken Court 
Hotel and the Salt Cave all drew positive attention. The All Care Pharmacy, the smart shop, Millstone, Harvest and 
McFaddens all deserve praise while we were impressed with the Farrelly's funeral directors premises – as it 
(appears to be) an excellent reuse of an older building. Public buildings also looked very well. The Loreto Secondary 
school (and its neat and tidy grounds) looked lovely while the Courthouse, the modern Primary Health Care Centre 
and the Balbriggan Clubs Community Centre achieved a good standard of presentation. We note that work is 
continuing on the restoration of Bremore Castle and we look forward to seeing this completed in the years ahead. 
While the efforts of the tidy towns group in enhancing the appearance of derelict and vacant properties in your town 
are appreciated (such as the dwellings on Bridge Street and Hampton Street), we wondered why at a time of a 
national housing shortage, these properties are allowed to persist as vacant and unused? Noting that it is a national 
government priority to regenerate our city and town centres by reducing building vacancy and developing infill and 
brownfield sites, it is strongly recommended that these matters are raised as a priority with Fingal County Council. 
Councils have a range of powers at their disposal to deal with vacant and derelict properties (up to and including 
compulsory purchase) so their assistance in dealing with this matter is necessary. We were delighted to see so 
many high quality murals in Balbriggan. The climate future mural on the disused shed on Vauxhall Street looked 
very well and this is considered to be an inspirational way of raising awareness of climate concerns and for 
improving the appearance of an untidy site. Impressive murals were also observed in the railway car park (of a 
boxer), at the railway wall overlooking the beach, on the wall beneath the pedestrian walk to the railway station (of 
flowers), on the container at the harbour (of a scene from the sea) and on the pigeon club wall. The mosaic 
installations are a great idea and well done also on providing a poetry trail and shell art piece at the Martello Park. 
We welcome the demolition of the old nightclub building at the harbour as this marks the commencement of the 
redevelopment of the harbour and Quay Street. The addition of new picnic benches at the Millpond Park (beside the 
skate park) have enhanced this lovely outdoor space. Thanks also for the photo of the new themed lighting at the 
iconic railway viaduct – it looks very well.

We were delighted to see so many high quality landscaping schemes in your town during adjudication and it is 
regrettable that it is not possible to review them all in this short report. That said, we will do our best to refer to as 
many as we can. We admired John's garden (which includes a memorable quote from John Lennon) with its 
combination of summer bedding plants, trees and shrubs arranged in nice natural stone beds. The pollinator friendly 
garden and save the bee murals at the railway station where a highlight and we loved the wide diversity of pollinator 
friendly species to be seen here that included lavender, seaside daisies and sun roses. Well done also on providing 
colorful planters throughout your town with nice examples spotted along Railway St, at the derelict house on Bridge 
Street, at Georges Square and beneath the viaduct arches. Very attractive beds were visible at the small park 
adjacent to the viaduct and we loved the mature beds that surrounded the ground floor of the modern apartment 
building opposite the viaduct and entrance to the harbour. It is disappointing to hear that the natural play area 
created in Moylaragh playground (comprised of a grass maize and willow tunnel to encourage children to connect 
with nature) was vandalised and we salute your determination to see this project through by making plans to try 
again next year. It sounds like a great project and we look forward to seeing it in place in 2023. The spring bulb 
planting and native wildflower planting that is planned also sounds great. We enjoyed seeing the eye-catching and 
sustainable planting scheme at Church Street comprising of planters made from old wellies and pipes. We are 
delighted to read that the kids from little gum boots Montessori helped you out on this and we would like to 
acknowledge their hard work here. The pollinator friendly planting scheme along the Dublin Road was appreciated 
and we note that some sun flower seeds were included in your plant selections to demonstrate solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine. The artwork and plant species that can be found along the pollinator walk at Clonard Brook 
ensure that it is both a lovely amenity and a very effective way of raising awareness of the importance of making 
room for bees, butterflies and other pollinators. Well done to Bremore ETSS, Colaiste Gloe na Mara, the Taylor Hill 
residents, the art group, the committee and volunteers for their first class efforts here. Praise is due to the 
committee on adopting the favoured approach of providing attractive pollinator friendly beds in incidental areas that 
would otherwise receive little attention. Examples include the triangular bed close to the pedestrian entrance to the 
railway station and at the viaducts. You are also commended on the maintenance and improvement works carried 
out at the town park which looked very well with its new seating areas, fresh tree planting and high quality skate 
park. We also love seeing the lovely wildflower Meadow in front of Bremore Castle which was a blaze of summer 
colours.

Well done to your volunteers for providing swift nest boxes on the old St. George’s School and the house on 
Clonard Street. It is particularly pleasing to hear that the recently convened Balbriggan bird club intend to conduct 
bird surveys and to monitor the swift nesting sites. We would appreciate updates on this project next year and we 
encourage the bird club to record their findings on the Birdwatch Ireland website. We applaud the work of the 
climate club committee who are currently undertaking hedgerow surveys in order to protect and enhance them. In 
our view, this represents an excellent opportunity for collaboration. Perhaps the climate club committee could 
identify locations where hedgerows need to be planted or supplemented and others (such as the committee, 
volunteers or residents associations) could engage in hedgerow planting? We applaud the decision of your 
committee and volunteers to embrace the recommendations of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan. This can be seen in 
your commitment to plant suitable spring bulbs (and other pollinator friendly plant species) and for leaving grass 
uncut in areas such as the Millpond Park, Hampton Cove, Bath Road, Charlie Moore Park, Millfield, Ashfield estate, 
the Dublin Road and Flemington Road. By allowing grasses (and numerous pollen rich wildflowers such as 
dandelion, daisy and clover) to thrive, you are significantly increasing the number of pollen rich sources that are 
available to butterflies and bees in your area. The planting of a pocket forest is an interesting idea and we salute 
your decision to persist with native tree planting at Millfield and the boundary between Moylaragh Crescent and 
Hampton gardens. Be sure to try and find other locations for new trees. Praise is due to your volunteers for 
participating in the coastwatch survey and we urge you to keep this up. Well done also on engaging with Fingal 
County Council during the preparation of the Balbriggan Biodiversity Action Plan. Your continued maintenance work 
on landscaping beds, the community orchards and water quality in the Bracken river is appreciated. It is also great 
to hear that a number of schools in Balbriggan have been successful and been awarded Green School flags - they 
include St. George’s National School, St Molognas, the Balbriggan Community School and the Bremore Educate 
Together secondary school. Congratulations also to Balbriggan community school for been named national green 
schools water school of the year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



your commitment to plant suitable spring bulbs (and other pollinator friendly plant species) and for leaving grass 
uncut in areas such as the Millpond Park, Hampton Cove, Bath Road, Charlie Moore Park, Millfield, Ashfield estate, 
the Dublin Road and Flemington Road. By allowing grasses (and numerous pollen rich wildflowers such as 
dandelion, daisy and clover) to thrive, you are significantly increasing the number of pollen rich sources that are 
available to butterflies and bees in your area. The planting of a pocket forest is an interesting idea and we salute 
your decision to persist with native tree planting at Millfield and the boundary between Moylaragh Crescent and 
Hampton gardens. Be sure to try and find other locations for new trees. Praise is due to your volunteers for 
participating in the coastwatch survey and we urge you to keep this up. Well done also on engaging with Fingal 
County Council during the preparation of the Balbriggan Biodiversity Action Plan. Your continued maintenance work 
on landscaping beds, the community orchards and water quality in the Bracken river is appreciated. It is also great 
to hear that a number of schools in Balbriggan have been successful and been awarded Green School flags - they 
include St. George’s National School, St Molognas, the Balbriggan Community School and the Bremore Educate 
Together secondary school. Congratulations also to Balbriggan community school for been named national green 
schools water school of the year.

We are pleased to report that an impressive standard of litter control could be seen in Balbriggan during our visit. 
The main streets were generally clean and tidy and it is obvious that regular litter collections are ongoing. However, 
a small number of side streets and incidental areas were in need of attention. Litter was spotted in front of the 
Rachel’s boutique building (on old Market Green), at the car park opposite the Church, at the entrance to the town 
park, along the pedestrian lanes linking Church Street with the railway station, at the entrance to the railway station 
and on the Julianstown road. It is recommended that these areas are monitored more closely during your litter pick 
ups in the months ahead. The standard of tidiness was generally good and it was clear that your committee and 
volunteers have paid close attention to removing weed from kerbsides, sweeping footpaths and maintaining road 
verges. Improvements remain possible. Sign poles with no signs could be spotted in a number of locations including 
at the bus stop outside the entrance to St Molognas School. We also wondered about signage management. For 
example, it was noted that in some instances (such as Flemington Lane), a new name sign had been installed 
directly beside the old black-and-white sign and we wondered if it is proposed to remove the old signs now that the 
new ones are in place? We salute your grey to green initiative and we agree that it is a very practical approach that 
greatly improve the appearance of otherwise blank and untidy looking walls. We wondered if there are any plans to 
expand this scheme as there are a number of areas with blank walls that would benefit from ‘green’ screening such 
as the boundary walls of the car park opposite the Church and along the lane to the rear of Bridge Street (the same 
lane with the disused shed that has the mural on it at present).

Your entry form reveals that a range of good practical projects are being carried out in Balbriggan under this 
category. The construction of a new composting compound by Irish Rail is welcomed and we note that it will provide 
you with stable compost in the future. The provision of large leaf cages to produce leaf compost (on Quay St and 
Clonard Street) is applauded. Well done also on using washed up seaweed and horse manure as fertiliser. Noting 
the wide range of sustainable alternatives to fertilizer that you have developed, we wondered if your community and 
volunteers are now 100% self-sufficient with respect to producing / sourcing your own compost? It is great to see 
that your committee is engaging in rainwater harvesting with a proposal to install water butts at the railway station 
and off Georges square - as this will reduce your reliance on treated water for maintaining your planters. The usage 
of cardboard as a natural weed suppressant and recycled paint for murals is commended. These are all good 
practical actions and we urge you to keep them up. Why not go one step further and grow your own plants, harvest 
your own seeds or seek donations of plant cuttings from local keen gardeners? It is pleasing to see that your 
committee have been running awareness raising events – with the public climate action sustainability workshop 
providing an excellent example of this. The Fresh Air Friday Series (which intends to raise awareness of climate 
action in schools) is applauded and we note that it is focused on asking people to leave their car at home for a day. 
Have you considered expanding this out to once a month? Try and also think of a way of recording how many 
people participate in this initiative as a means of measuring its effectiveness. It is pleasing to read that the bleeper 
bikes rental scheme has been set up in Balbriggan and it is hoped that they are widely used. Setting up a 
Balbriggan Freebies Facebook page (that is dedicated to reusing and recycling) its considered to be a great idea 
and we were delighted to read that is proving very popular with 3000 members. We are pleased to read that the 
Balbriggan climate club is establishing a sustainable energy community and we would welcome an update on this 
exciting project next year.

Our visit revealed that the residential streets and areas in Balbriggan are generally very well maintained thanks to 
the hard work of your committee, volunteers and the residents associations. While it is not possible to refer to them 
all, a number stood out. We loved seeing the carefully maintained terrace of traditional style dwellings at the Old 
Market while St Pauls Green looked very well with its pollinator bed at the entrance. We would like to commend 
everyone on the work that has been undertaken on planting in the residential estates with attractive entrance 
landscaping seen at Chapel Court, Clonard Court, Pine Ridge, Westbrook and Ashfield. The modern estate of 
Cardy Rock was nice but additional attention is needed on some of its roadside grass margin and on the green area 
here. We loved the mature trees spotted at Fulham green while the colourful gravel based bed, attractive name 
stone, trimmed grass and mature trees of Tara Cove looked exceptionally well. We are pleased to hear that there is 
an annual estate competition and we urge you to keep this up as it is a very effective way of driving up standards.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



The standard of presentation of the approach roads into Balbriggan was generally high. The Dublin road roundabout 
looks very nice with its combination of grass, trees and colorful planting and the Harry Reynolds road looked lovely 
with well maintained roadside verges, trimmed grass margins and wonderful mature trees. Why not consider 
adopting a ‘don't mow, let it grow’ approach along here? We also admired the nice planting that was visible at the 
junction of the Harry Reynolds road with the Naul road. We enjoyed seeing the ‘Failte go Baile Brigin’ signs on the 
Skerries and Drogheda approaches – as they both looked well. The boat feature on Old Market Green is quite nice 
and we admired the pollinator planting that could be seen here. We were delighted to read that Fingal County 
Council have revised its advanced work plan for the construction of the cycleway on the Harry Reynolds Road (and 
agreed to plant additional trees and hedgerows) and we would welcome further updates on this project next year.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We would like to thank your committee, volunteers and project partners for the excellent work that you have 
undertaken over the last 12 months. It was a pleasure to return to Balbriggan to see your projects and we look 
forward to returning again in 2023.


