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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. We would like to welcome back 
Muff (Magh) to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition following a one-year absence due to the pandemic. 
Thank you for your comprehensive entry and easy to read map, which clearly lays out your organised community 
structures through The Muff Community Development CoOp and organisations that support you. It has indeed been 
a challenging couple of years for many groups and we note the efforts you are making to re attract volunteers and 
get the Tidy Towns back on the agenda in your community. It is encouraging that through all the current difficulties 
you have seen an increase in the number of volunteers looking after the town. You recognise that involvement in the 
competition allows your community to have shared input into how to approach medium- and long-term goals for 
Muff.  We are delighted that you are back on the Tidy Towns journey. We look forward to seeing progress on your 
3-5 year plan which will enable you to prioritise your actions and monitor progress – all in line with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG’s). Post updates of its progress on your FaceBook pages and allow the community to 
comment at key decision points. Your comprehensive Village Health Check and Development plan will help identify 
the needs and wants of all ages in the community. Keep up the good work and interactive forward planning and we 
have no doubt this will be the start of a long and fruitful association with Tidy Towns.
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Your Village Health Check and Development Plan has looked in detail at gaps in infrastructure and services in the 
Town. From our stroll around the town it is clear that traffic and illegal parking are a barrier to safe and comfortable 
movement of pedestrians -  of all ages and abilities. Its recommendation of an innovative shared use of off-street 
privately owned parking to address a dearth of adequate parking within the town would be a great project to 
progress.  Age and family friendly parking would make the town more accessible for some of your more vulnerable 
residents. Your efforts to install safe paths to access community buildings is great to see and keep on 
communicating with the Local Road Engineers as you know best where and how people walk and use the 
communities’ roads. Try to regain as much space as possible from parking and traffic use and look to have street 
trees and soft landscape installed as part of a sustainable drainage approach in any future road or street works 
along the Main Street. Footpath condition and issues of cars parking right across paths was rife through the town 
but you are aware of this so we will not go into detail of all the instances seen on our walk. In contrast you seem to 
have been so successful in your consultation with regard to the North West Greenway Network and we saw the 
cycling infrastructure and bike stands recently installed along with your neat visitor information displays. This has 
great potential for the town and a chance to really focus your town on the safe and accessible provision of active 
travel (also relevant under the Sustainability category). We acknowledge your frustration and ongoing engagement 
regarding derelict sites and the loss of historic properties. Keep up the effort in this regard especially with regard to 
the old custom hut, a very topical usage given current politics.
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the old custom hut, a very topical usage given current politics.

There is much scope to develop this category in the town and we hope your new plan will identify new projects to 
address this area. The hanging baskets around the town should be assessed and positioned in areas where in 
ground planting cannot be accommodated or at location such as near the community centre where they can function 
to highlight feature buildings. Planting should be focussed at areas when it can highlight an amenity or act as a 
buffer to traffic. The old water pump at the corner could benefit from planting at the base to draw attention to this old 
streetscape element. Additional planting could be supplied at the benches by the stone wall near the new bike 
stands and the timber slats to the benches here would benefit form new paint. Pick a town colour such as a smart 
black navy or dark green so that any future streetscape or landscape element have a coordinated colour theme. The 
Community Park was visited and was excellently presented with a community event in full swing. The trees here are 
maturing nicely. Lisnagra wood is a wonderful amenity to have on your doorstep.

As you are aware this category is all about how you understand, protect and enhance nature and biodiversity in your 
local area. Your submission shown an understanding of key local habitats such as Lisnagra Wood and the Foyle 
Shore but there are opportunities to enhance lots of other biodiversity areas from roadside verges to local gardens. 
A critical first step is knowing what habitats exist in and around Muff and a habitat survey is a very important piece 
of work that should be taken as soon as possible. We would advise you to make contact with a local ecologist who 
will be able to advise you on how a survey and a biodiversity action plan should be carried out and prepared. If you 
have never taken this step before, you are advised to ask an experienced TidyTowns Group in your area how they 
went about completing this survey. Another useful contact is your County’s Heritage and/or Biodiversity Officer who 
may be able to direct you to funding sources. The community and inclusive approach to the Muff Greenway 
Biodiversity Project shows how to garner support for biodiversity projects even on large infrastructure projects 
through communicating with the project team. We would recommend that you always try to maintain mature trees 
and woody areas and enhance them where you can. Treelines and hedgerows– a feature of many transport 
corridors both old and new – are valuable ‘commuting’ habitat for birds and bats. The network of hedgerows 
throughout Ireland are the lifelines of biodiversity through many areas especially in recent years with the 
intensification of agriculture. Good luck with progressing this category through expert advice and careful planning.

Thank you for the commentary in the application as to how litter is prevented and managed in Muff. During our visit 
we felt obvious litter was not very evident and in fact the footpath outside the Texaco garage was being swept by an 
employee on the day so you are lucky, as you say, that local businesses keep an eye on the area outside their 
premises. We hope your formal pledge project will both encourage new business owners to take this action and 
recognise those that already care for the areas outside their properties.  Tell us about rotas for your ongoing litter 
picking activities, what groups and organisations are involved and how is awareness is raised. Litter can be better 
managed with regular clean-ups and patrols. Divide the area up between various Committee members or other 
volunteers. Patrols can take place regularly with individuals committing shorter amounts of time and therefore more 
likely to remain committed. Are there specific challenges such as dog fouling or cigarette butts that need their own 
specific campaign? For some TT groups, disposable masks are the new litter nuisance. You did mention litter picks 
on approach roads in the entry form so we know great work is being done. Consider taking part in the An Taisce 
National Spring Clean along with many other communities nationwide. An annual spring clean is a good opportunity 
to spread the message about litter and participation in initiatives such as County Litter Leagues can be a great 
motivator.

This category has been evolving in keeping with current EU and government policy as well as ‘best practice’ 
guidelines. It encapsulates how we try to minimise our use of all resources within the community so that we reduce 
our environmental impact. It is a broad category so you may be surprised at how many of your existing community 
initiatives are relevant! The move to separate waste is significant achievement for the community and the bins were 
clean, easily accessible and well maintained in the Community Park. Keep advocating for active travel in the town 
with the spotlight being put on the Greenway. Have you considered developing a safe and comfortable bus stop to 
encourage use of public transport and local links? Other towns in Donegal have successfully developed innovate 
bus stops such as the new green roof shelter at Carndonagh. A feature such as this would be a delightful addition to 
the streetscape.  Best of luck with the energy audit and the water saving measures in the resource centre. Is there 
scope to install a public water font in the town for users of the Greenway?  Does the committee or the residents take 
part in the Earth Hour or Waste Prevention week? These initiatives can all be included in this category. For further 
advice we would encourage you to visit http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/ . The Local Prevention website have 
added a specific 'Tidy Towns' page to their website so you can see what waste prevention projects have been done 
by other similar groups around the country. This is a great website full of practical advice on how to progress in this 
category and gain marks.

It is great to hear that there are active residents’ groups in Muff. The work being carried out by the Whitehall 
residents’ group is wonderful including their survey and regular newsletter. Well done to all involved. Garden 
boundaries and hedges which have such an impact on the town were well looked after so well done to all residents 
for the efforts put into their upkeep. Would a long-term plan be considered to replace the timber boundaries (often 
only having a 10–15-year life span) to housing areas with biodiversity friendly planted hedges? They may need a 
high level of upkeep initially but would make much more attractive boundaries in the longer term. This could be 
considered at Wheatfield and Quiet Water. The communal open space areas at Ard Ban were very well maintained 
with the maturing trees and neat stone boundary walls a feature on this approach to the town. We wish them well 
with their plans to rewild an area of their grassland. Look to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan website for lots of practical 
advice on how to make our open spaces more friendly for bees and butterflies and indeed all biodiversity.
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for the efforts put into their upkeep. Would a long-term plan be considered to replace the timber boundaries (often 
only having a 10–15-year life span) to housing areas with biodiversity friendly planted hedges? They may need a 
high level of upkeep initially but would make much more attractive boundaries in the longer term. This could be 
considered at Wheatfield and Quiet Water. The communal open space areas at Ard Ban were very well maintained 
with the maturing trees and neat stone boundary walls a feature on this approach to the town. We wish them well 
with their plans to rewild an area of their grassland. Look to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan website for lots of practical 
advice on how to make our open spaces more friendly for bees and butterflies and indeed all biodiversity.

This category considers all aspects of approach roads, streets and lanes in a TidyTowns centre and we would 
encourage you to refer to the Tidy Towns handbook at www.tidtowns.ie for advice as to how to progress in this 
category. The work you are doing along the R238 in conjunction with the Donegal CoCo roads Engineers to 
promote a linked-up network of paths in the town is encouraging. Consider developing gateways to the town to 
encourage traffic calming and creating a positive identity for the town.  The stone Muff signs at the 80kph signs are 
a small scale for the width of the street here on the approach to the town park and may be missed by passing traffic. 
Look to the DMURS.ie website to ensure any infrastructure works are done to the highest standards.  DMURS (The 
Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets) seeks to put well-designed streets at the heart of sustainable 
communities and supports boarder government policies on the environment, planning and transportation.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your clearly laid-out entry shows that good progress and thoughtful planning is being made across all of the Tidy 
Towns categories. Muff Tidy Towns is back with a bang! We thank you for your ongoing efforts and encourage you 
to keep up the great work with your new Town Plan helping to focus your work over the next few years. We see no 
reason why you should not go from strength to strength in the competition over the coming years.


