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Community-Your Planning and Involvement/ An Pobal- Pleanáil and Rannpháirtíocht: 

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 

Despite having a small committee you have provided an impressive account of activities in Maghery. You have a 
good relationship with children and teacher at Scoil Roisin who have assisted with beach clean ups has well as 
keeping up with their own ‘Green Flag’ activities. Teenagers also contribute through their local youth clubs. All 
relevant statutory agencies, many businesses (local and regional) and clubs are involved in Maghery Tidy Village 
including An Mhacharie Le Cheile, Maghery Senior Social Club, Maghery Active Retirement, Udaras na Galetachta, 
CE Scheme, Donegal County Council, Clean Coasts, TUS, Town and Village Renewal, Scoil Roisin, LIDL Dungloe, 
Cope Dungloe, Boyle’s Butchers, Supervalu Dungloe, O’Donnells Garden DIY, Strand Bar and Strand Rovers. The 
community centre is the hub of Maghery and communications are easy through their Facebook page and events 
held there. We understand your difficulties in mobilizing people after the lockdown. Be patient, be active and 
volunteers will appear again. 

Your hand drawn map is very informative and numbering system which relates to information and projects in your 
entry form. A particular comment in your entry form resonated with us , as follows. “the general appearance of the 
Village and surrounding areas is kept tidy and that is not by a committee out cutting verges but by the local 
residents of Maghery, who see how nice things can be and do it”
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Streetscape and public spaces/Sraid-Dreach agus Aiteanna Poiblí

Maghery is a dispersed settlement beside the coast. The Ionad Centre and car park near the beach with space for 
camper vans is probably the centre. Other services such as the bar, school, graveyard, pier are in dispersed 
locations in its environs. Historically it was a small fishing village and some houses of this period are still present 
with a green area near them. Excellent mural at this location depicts the family who occupied the traditional house. 
As the community is conscious of its cultural heritage they have provided interpretative panels at three locations 
featuring black and white photos depicting scenes from the locality c. 100 years ago.

The principal change in public spaces has occurred at the pier where a new car park is being developed to facilitate 
access. Let use know the progress of this development in 2023.
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Green spaces and landscaping/Spásanna Glasa agus Tirdheachú:

Within the locality there are a few planter boxes. This is not a weakness, as the natural environment which provides 
abundant diversity of views and colours all year round is appreciated by the community.

Despite this constraint the community has established fruit bushes in barrels for the benefit of locals and pollinators.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality/ An Dúlra and an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

It is obvious that the community is aware of bird biodiversity and the particular sensitivity of sand dune systems to 
recreational impact.  At the entrance to a boardwalk to the beach there is a well designed interpretative sign asking 
visitors to limit their impact on this valuable ecosystem. 

Because of the sensitivity of the beach coastal management works  were carried out at the beach this year to 
reduce the impact of coastal erosion. This involved putting lines of poles in front of dunes to which netting was 
affixed. No sign now remains of the netting attached to the lines of poles. Could you let us know if the poles still 
have a function. If not needed they could be removed.

The entry form contains detailed and useful information on birds present in the locality. We assume that the bird 
boxes placed around the village on approach roads will be examined for their usefulness each year and if not used 
then moved to a more suitable location. Let use know how successful they were when reporting for 2023.

Tidiness and Litter control/Slachmhaireacht and Rialú Bruscair:

The standard of tidiness and litter control is very high in Maghery. This suggests that litter collections and messages 
have worked to encourage everyone to take their litter home. While the beach is generally very clean on the day it 
was inspected there was a pile of beach flotsam and jetsam on the dunes, probably collected from the beach and 
left there for collection. The logo for Leave No Trace could usefully be added to local signage. See 
https://www.leavenotraceireland.org

Sustainability doing more with less/Inmharthanacht-Mórán ar an mbeagán:

It was observed that bins for recycling in the car park at the Ionad centre are in good condition. Rain water is being 
collected in butts by various businesses and the school. 

It is impressive to learn that all food and drink businesses in Maghery are now using biodegradable or compostable 
packaging and cups, that school lunches from the Ionad centre to Scoil Roisin are delivered in reusable lunch 
boxes, fresh fruit is loose and single use plastic water bottles are not allowed in the school.  All fruit and vegetables 
delivered to the Ionad are unpackaged. Within the Ionad centre measures have been taken to conserve energy 
usage as the heating system was renewed to provide a more energy efficient system, water heater, efficient boiler 
and highly efficient radiators. It is interesting that a Facebook page called ‘Maghery free to a good home’ was set up 
to encourage the reuse of unwanted items.  

It would be valuable to extend the approach taken by the Ionad to all households, possibly through a project 
promoted in conjunction with Scoil Roisin which is carrying out similar initiatives to achieve its Green Flag. 

As few vegetable gardens were seen the Tidy Town group could consider running short courses to encourage food 
growing as well as landscaping for biodiversity.

Residential streets and housing areas/Sráidanna Cónaithe and Ceantair Tithíochta;

It was observed that house owners in and around Maghery have made efforts to paint their houses and landscape 
their gardens.  Most private houses either have well landscaped spaces around them or owners have allowed 
original semi-natural vegetation to remain except where car access and car parking required.

If gardening courses were held in the Ionad further advice could be provided on appropriate landscaping for all.

Approach roads, streets and lanes/ Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna and Lánaí:

Semi-natural vegetation associated with the verges of approach roads is managed appropriately i.e. no mowing until 
August /September and cuttings collected. There are several walking routes on even narrower roads which provide 
close ups of views of lakes and the sea. If signage is replaced and landscaping is carried out in its vicinity it should 
be discrete featuring perennial shrubs such as heathers of value to biodiversity. Landscaping featuring colourful 
annuals is more appropriate to urban locations. Similarly sowing wildflowers should not be allowed in public spaces 
in Maghery. If gardeners want to engage in this practice it should take place inside their boundaries and considered 
a form of gardening which produces pictorial not wildflower meadows.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



August /September and cuttings collected. There are several walking routes on even narrower roads which provide 
close ups of views of lakes and the sea. If signage is replaced and landscaping is carried out in its vicinity it should 
be discrete featuring perennial shrubs such as heathers of value to biodiversity. Landscaping featuring colourful 
annuals is more appropriate to urban locations. Similarly sowing wildflowers should not be allowed in public spaces 
in Maghery. If gardeners want to engage in this practice it should take place inside their boundaries and considered 
a form of gardening which produces pictorial not wildflower meadows.

Concluding Remarks:

Concluding remarks

Well done on an excellent performance in the 2022 competition. It is obvious that the community is aware of its 
natural and cultural heritage and the need for management and interpretation. The pressure from recreational use is 
being dealt with in the sand dune system but it would be good to get update on those poles and netting in 2023.


