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Community-Your Planning and Involvement/ An Pobal- Pleanáil and Rannpháirtíocht:  

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 

Thank you for your application form and effective map which makes it easy to locate the projects you want us to 
consider. It is impressive that you still have a good number on your committee and you reach out to residents who 
are experts on archaeology, local heritage, horticulture, wildlife photography and art. It is also impressive that you 
have a relationship with local factories and fishermen and you have provided a role for newly arrived Ukranians. 
Based on the information provided by your application form your group seems to be representative of all community 
based groups as you seem to know about everything which happens in the town. We were particularly delighted to 
learn about your association with young people through their families, schools and youth organisations.  It would be 
useful to assign specific activities under various category headings to your youth groups.  In your next application it 
would be good to more carefully assign projects to the category headings for the competition and show the location 
of all new projects in your map.
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Streetscape and public spaces/Sraid-Dreach agus Aiteanna Poiblí

Great work is being done at St Catherine’s Church where an inspection revealed busy workers and an appropriate 
amount of vegetation clearance in the graveyard. Work on the church could be followed up by a graveyard survey, 
possibly funded by your local Leader Company similar to that carried out by Forum, Letterfrack, Connemara 
(contact Janet O’ Toole) over the last year. 

The town has an impressive number of buildings of historic interest and vacancy levels are low. We were delighted 
to find an empty shop which has a series of panels with information on local history in its shopfront windows. We 
took note of the biodiversity interest of the grassland on a rock outcrop beside the local Catholic Church. 

However, traversing the town is challenging for pedestrians due to the lack of footpaths along some roads. It would 
be useful to know the results of the walkability audit carried out in the town. Can you let us know what particular 
initiatives were recommended and the result in your next application form.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 331

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

21/06/2022

 



Green spaces and landscaping/Spasanna agus Tirdheachú

The community is congratulated for improvements in the amenities available in the town such as benches near the 
Information Office. The map did not show the location of new footpaths on Industrial Road. Consideration should be 
given to improving the landscaping around St Catherine’s Well where plants are vulnerable to rabbit grazing. It is 
recommended that herbicides should not be used to control vegetation and planting should feature principally 
perennial shrubs which are less appetizing to rabbits. When restoration work is completed efforts should be made to 
provide improved interpretation to link the two sites associated with St Catherine, the well and medieval 
church/graveyard. 

Great efforts have been made with twenty four planters around the town and recently arranged pruning of 
Whitebeam trees in the town centre near the Tourist Office, on Fintra Road and in other      areas around the town. 

The new planters on the Shore Road are particularly impressive featuring trees and colourful herbs. Planting 
selection could be improved to provide for 100% pollinator friendly species and varieties which are perennials. 
Ideally home made compost should be used in them. 

Other suggestions are to:
Allow most of the grass to grow long in the grounds of the Church of the Visitation and around the Tourism College.
Improve landscaping around the Tourism College to provide shrubberies which provide nesting sites for birds and 
food for pollinators. 
Run basic gardening course in Killybegs which will encourage sustainable gardening practices, food growing, seed 
saving, water recycling and home compost making. Contacts should be made with services in the county which 
could provide funding for such courses for adults.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality/ An Dúlra and an Bhithéagsúlacht in do cheantar:

It is wonderful that the well and church are accessible to the public as they provide the best experience of terrestrial 
biodiversity in your locality. By  following recommendations for landscaping around the well, biodiversity in this area 
will be protected and enhanced. 

We note your interest in bird biodiversity associated with the coast and river catchment. Perhaps you could expand 
your facebook page to feature a bird species each month and explain its significance to your local biodiversity. 

The river is also of biodiversity interest but there few views of it in the town. In the improved edition of your town 
map the route of the river should be shown to highlight this aspect of your natural heritage. Future development in 
the town should result in more views of this feature and perhaps in the long term a walkway along it. It is advised 
that the community engage with the local authority and planners to ensure that this aspiration is recorded in official 
plans. 

It is important that you have identified Glenlee Forest outside the town as an amenity area as access here will 
provide an interesting experience of woodland biodiversity. We are impressed by the number of contacts with 
agencies but it is not clear who owns this woodland. Please clarify in your next application form.  The extensive bird 
list from this site is an important first step in carrying out a biodiversity audit which will inform management priorities 
and interpretation to the public.  The community should negotiate with owners to ensure management is biodiversity 
friendly while allowing for public access.

Tidiness and Litter control/Slachmhaireacht and Rialú Bruscair:

Killybegs has a very high standard of tidiness and litter control.  It is remarkable that the port and factories 
associated with it are so clean, tidy and uncluttered.  Congratulations on your constant work with your fishermen, 
their representative organisations and all businesses to encourage them to take responsibility to reduce their 
environmental impacts. 

It is obvious that litter collection is a huge collective effort and that you take initiatives to deal with new threats to 
litter control. Congratulations on the provision of a big bin which could be used by camper vans which resulted from 
highlighting this issue to the council in the last year and donation of a suitable site by a local business.

Sustainability doing more with less/Inmharthanacht-Mórán ar an mbeagán

Killybegs is lucky to have several facilities which support sustainability such as a clothes bank, a glass recycling 
point and a local Community Shop which sells donated items, where all assistants work voluntarily and profits are 
given to local charities. Within the community it is noteworthy that there are classes in upcycling household items 
and the Mens’ Shed makes bird boxes, pens, wheelbarrows mostly from timber donated to them.

Amenity infrastructure was also replaced appropriately last year. Three recycled plastic benches replaced wooden 
ones which were becoming unfit for purpose.

The Tidy Towns group could ensure that recycled water is used to water planters, and planters are filled with home 
made compost not peat moss. 
The promotion of gardening classes would provide information and skills within the community to promote this 
aspect of sustainability.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



Killybegs has a very high standard of tidiness and litter control.  It is remarkable that the port and factories 
associated with it are so clean, tidy and uncluttered.  Congratulations on your constant work with your fishermen, 
their representative organisations and all businesses to encourage them to take responsibility to reduce their 
environmental impacts. 

It is obvious that litter collection is a huge collective effort and that you take initiatives to deal with new threats to 
litter control. Congratulations on the provision of a big bin which could be used by camper vans which resulted from 
highlighting this issue to the council in the last year and donation of a suitable site by a local business.

Residential streets and housing areas/Sráidanna Cónaithe and Ceantair Tithíochta

While housing estates on Church Road, Conlin Road and The Waterfront are very well  maintained with grassy play 
areas and shrubs and flower beds attended to by the residents there is potential for more biodiversity friendly 
landscaping.

This might involve tree planting on streets, allowing grass to grow long or planting of either a native hedgerow along 
the boundaries or small shrubberies with native species in grassy lawns to support bird nesting and pollinators 
within the grassy areas.

Approach roads, streets and lanes/ Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna and Lánaí:

Where the approach roads to Killybegs feature field boundary hedgerows we note that grass outside these 
boundaries is allowed to grow long unless they are considered a safety hazard. It is appreciated that herbicides are 
not used in these locations and that vegetation is managed using hand tools.  

However in some areas roads are not pedestrian friendly. Pavements are missing at one side of the Shore Road 
and some streets within the town are very narrow.
We assume the walkability audit will highlight this danger to pedestrians.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Concluding remarks

Congratulations for your efforts in this competition. You are remarkable in ensuring a high standard of tidiness at the 
busy harbor and ensuring proper care for your most important historical site.  We look forward to finding out the 
results of your walkability audit, following your work at St Catherine’s Church and developing Glenlee Forest as a 
local amenity.


