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Community-Your Planning and Involvement/ An Pobal- Pleanáil and Rannpháirtíocht:  

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 

It was a great delight to visit Glenties and see the results of your community’s work. It is obvious that the efforts of a 
dedicated group of people over decades have inspired householders, schools, local organisations and business 
people to maintain and enhance the heritage and environment of Glenties. Therefore it was not surprising to see the 
commemorative bench near the Market Hall beside the N56 which records Glenties success in the Tidy Towns 
competition. 

Your hand drawn map with legend was a delight and particularly the associated numbering system which made it 
easy to locate the features highlighted in your entry form. A rough indication of scale would have made it perfect. 

The community garden at Ard McGill is a remarkable example of community effort at landscaping for sustainability 
and biodiversity. Your latest project, the restoration of the Laurels a traditional style house associated with Brian 
Friel is a wonder. Restoration of this house and creative interpretation should provide a unique opportunity to 
interpret the legacy of Brian Friel to visitors interested in your literary cultural heritage. As some aspects of this 
project are similar to work connected to the restoration of Liffey Vale House in Chapelizod by Dublin City Council 
contact could be made with the official (Donncha O’ Dulaing) responsible for this project.
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Streetscape and public spaces/Sraid-Dreach agus Aiteanna Poiblí

Despite the heavy traffic volumes the streetscapes in Glenties are attractive as they feature traditional buildings and 
several examples of good shop fronts. Painting has improved the appearance of some derelict properties. Painting 
would improve the appearance of the Courthouse windows and wooden railings of the fence opposite Ard McGill 
estate. It is significant to notice signs of commercially driven rejuvenation in Main Street where it is proposed to 
convert a business premises into apartments. It is good to notice that the names of some businesses are based on 
local literary giants and there are a remarkably high number of shops selling bedding plants. It may be possible to 
persuade the local authority to put in more safe crossing points which would serve to further decrease the speed of 
traffic. The extension of the footpath on the N56 to the car park at the church would make this area safer for 
pedestrians.
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Green spaces and landscaping/Spasanna agus Tirdheachú

The community park and garden in Ard Mc Gill is a remarkable resource which incorporates water treatment 
infrastructure, compost making facilities, a diversity of landscaped areas including an apple orchard, bee hives and 
polytunnel. Undeveloped areas are left unmown for biodiversity benefits.

The town also has several excellently managed green spaces which have multifunctional uses, such as the green 
space around St Columba’s school, the sports ground and Montessori school. 

There are several planters in public spaces and estates. While most planters now have some pollinator friendly 
species, some have not been planted. Perhaps it was difficult to get sufficient plants. Future landscaping could 
include the planting of the commemorative bench for Tidy Towns and creation of a sensory garden near the 
playground. Pollinator friendly plants could be provided by the community garden.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality/ An Dúlra and an Bhithéagsúlacht in do cheantar:

Glenties is very lucky to have an area of international biodiversity importance, the Stracashel River, in its main 
street. Immediately adjacent to the village the route of the Glenmacannive Walk runs along a quiet narrow rural road 
bordered by dense hedgerows and extensively managed fields of local biodiversity value. 

Consideration could be given to exposing the river at the bridge and providing information explaining why it is of 
international biodiversity importance. 

Interpretation of locally important biodiversity could be provided at the community garden, along the proposed 
Glanmacannive walk and at the Laurels, once most of the invasive laurel has been removed from around the house 
and it is possible to view the surrounding landscape.  

Training courses on many aspects of biodiversity management for adults and children could occur regularly at the 
Community Garden. Encouragement could  be given to adults and children to participate in a Citizen Science 
project run by National Biodiversity Data Centre which involves observing plants over a defined time to record if 
pollinators are present.

Tidiness and Litter control/Slachmhaireacht and Rialú Bruscair

The standard of litter control is excellent throughout. Bins are abundant and are well managed. The community of 
Glenties has very standards of tidiness and good system of litter control. It is impressive that you are very aware of 
the need for appropriate signage, the impact of unsightly advertising and you monitor the presence of posters.

Similar to the previous adjudicator we would like to know if other groups within the     town have taken responsibility 
for managing particular areas of features such as maintaining the bottle banks at the GAA grounds? Please let us 
know in 2023.

Sustainability doing more with less/Inmharthanacht-Mórán ar an mbeagán

It is significant that new services emerged this year to support sustainable practices and some buildings were 
renovated to reduce their energy demands. The shop that sells second hand clothes is open again after having 
been    closed because of the pandemic.  

The recycling centre beside the GAA pitch is excellent and it is good to see bins which receive clothes for recycling 
clothes in the town. Would it be possible to locate other recycling facilities near them in the town? 

In the main street there is an opportunity to obtain rainwater for planters by tapping into the drain pipes on houses. 
You could contact the LAWPRO (Local Authority Water Programme Officer) in the County Council.  This type of 
project in Stoneybatter, Dublin City has been funded by the LAWPRO and provides planters called rain gardens to 
local residents. 

Instead of using peat the community could carry out a major compost making project in the Community Garden. 
This could provide training and compost for all planters and anyone within the community who needs to buy 
compost (and so avoid using peat).

Residential streets and housing areas/Sráidanna Cónaithe and Ceantair Tithíochta

Landscaping in housing areas and large public spaces features swathes of cut grass, few trees and low cover of 
shrubs or herbs. Unfortunately the experience of Ard McGill has not spread to other areas. 

The biodiversity and aesthetic value of these other green spaces could be improved by native tree and shrub 
planting (ideally as a hedgerow or small woodland), the planting of dense shrubberies (of value to nesting birds and 
pollinators), the establishment of pollinator friendly flower beds, small wetlands for frogs and bat food or just 
adopting a more benign mowing regime.  

Awareness of the potential of these actions could be raised through a public meeting which highlights these 
opportunities for biodiversity and environmental management, provides access to advice and funding i.e. sources 
and promotes the role of the community garden at Ard Mc Gill.
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Landscaping in housing areas and large public spaces features swathes of cut grass, few trees and low cover of 
shrubs or herbs. Unfortunately the experience of Ard McGill has not spread to other areas. 

The biodiversity and aesthetic value of these other green spaces could be improved by native tree and shrub 
planting (ideally as a hedgerow or small woodland), the planting of dense shrubberies (of value to nesting birds and 
pollinators), the establishment of pollinator friendly flower beds, small wetlands for frogs and bat food or just 
adopting a more benign mowing regime.  

Awareness of the potential of these actions could be raised through a public meeting which highlights these 
opportunities for biodiversity and environmental management, provides access to advice and funding i.e. sources 
and promotes the role of the community garden at Ard Mc Gill.

Approach roads, streets and lanes/ Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna and Lánaí

Approach roads to the town continue to be managed to benefit pollinators. It is advised to remove cut grass each 
August or September. The walk out of the village called the Glenmacanive Walking trail is a wonderful experience 
for pedestrians and deserves better promotion. Consider making this part of a looped walk. Contact your local Rural 
Recreation Officer in Donegal Local Development Company to obtain advice and funding to support this 
development.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Concluding remarks

Congratulations for your effort in following the footsteps of other members of your community which prized the 
heritage of Glenties. You deserve further success so keep up your good work. We look forward to coming again and 
seeing your lovely village and particularly following progress with the Laurels.


