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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Dobhar. Welcome Dore to the 
2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for the completed entry form and your hand annotated village 
map. Ensure when filling out the form that projects for consideration in this years judging are in the correct 
categories. The success you have in getting your local youngsters to support your work is great to see, and long 
may you continue to have this level of support. Thank you to Scoil Phadraig Dobhar, Club Oige Mhor and Club Oige 
Bheag Dhobhair and your Youth Committee for all their wonderful work. You have a good committee size 
considering the size of your community with 24 willing volunteers to call also.   Thank you for including the IONAD 
NAOMH PÁDRAIG: PLEAN STRAITÉISEACH 2020-2022 which outlines the community groups needs and goals for 
the next phase of growth. Have you developed a Tidy Towns Plan which can support this? A focussed Tidy Town 
plan can give you a clear picture of what your committee is trying to achieve year by year, how you are going to 
approach each project in each competition category and who the supporting agencies will be.  Set out where you 
want to start, what you want to achieve, and the work required to be done each year. A plan will help focus the 
group on its long-term goals and not build up false expectations of quick success. After a while, when results do 
appear, the plan will serve as a reminder as to how far your group has come since starting 8 years ago in the 
national competition. It can also help identify projects to address for each category in the competition and so gain 
marks overall.  This need not be professionally prepared but can be a simple list of your aims and objectives and a 
clear timeline for projects over the period of the plan. Consider working on this over the next year as this will help 
focus your activities and gain you additional marks in this category. As you say all your activities can be taken step 
by step to slowly build a stronger community in your lovely and wild Donegal setting. We would advise you to 
consult with the Tidy Towns handbook which contains a wealth of useful advice.
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Your village has a lovely mix of new and old and in spite of having such a long linear pattern has a real sense of 
place and community.  The school was well presented although we didn’t see a green flag flying. The ‘Clannad’ 
Musician sculptures at your purple and yellow community centre were a nice touch of whimsy and the centre itself 
was very nicely kept. Is there an opportunity to add more planting to the front verge here to increase it value for 
biodiversity? It seems as if the footpath is continuous to one side which allows good provision for walking. You have 
little in the sense of formal streetscape, but we did see an historic water pump nicely painted along the footpath.  
The pastel painted hanging basket poles did create a nice repeating element along the long road to help tie the 
community together with this eye-catching visual feature at intervals.  The historical sign was also noted by your 
new roadside bench. For next year’s entry can you mark the projects as new (N) or maintained (M) as it was difficult 
to see what works were new for this year’s judging, We look forward to seeing the wildlife mural for next year's visit. 
We will talk about town signs in the approach road category of the competition.

42

21

52

20

32

38

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

289

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

40

41

41

20

19

51

32

38

282

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 289

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

16/06/2022

 



We will talk about town signs in the approach road category of the competition.

As you say Pairc an Phobail is such a fantastic resource and amenity for the community, and we very much enjoyed 
our stroll around it. The silver sculpture at the place of reflection to remember those young people who were lost 
suddenly or tragically is a very powerful space. A floral tribute was laid at the base of the seated sculpture. As the 
planting matures here and the bare earth is filled in it will be complete. Well done to your community gardeners and 
your voluntary organic horticulturist for their contribution to this space. From the fernery on the stone gabions to the 
maturing pines at the new sculpture this space will only improve as it grows. We liked the fact that you also have a 
productive theme in your green spaces with your organic vegetable beds and the outdoor garden. Given the 
drawn-out nature of Dobhar have you considered tree planting along the long road through the village which will 
only add to your setting as they mature. Or perhaps join forces with homeowners in some of the long gardens to 
create a connected ‘garden woodland’ To progress in this category consider looking for spots in the village to plant 
trees outside of Pairc an Phobail. Take part in national tree week to create a focus for your tree planting activities. 
Could you encourage Udars na Gaeltachta to follow your lead and look to manage the many lawn areas in Pairc 
Ghno Ghaoth Dobhair in a more pollinator friendly way?

Pairc an Phobail has been a focus for you for this category. And you have been following the guidance in the All 
Ireland Pollinator Plan when mowing your roadside grass verges. Could the grass mowing regime in Pairc Ghno 
Ghaoth Dobhair be varied to enrich the grassland habitat value here? The most cost-effective way to provide more 
food for local insects and pollinators is to reduce mowing and let wildflowers bloom amongst the longer grass. The 
bird feeders were admired. Do you have a schedule to keep them supplied over the winter?  Evidence of pesticide 
use was seen both in the village and in the Business Park. Could you highlight the impact of pesticides and 
herbicides on local biodiversity in one of your newsletters or social media sites. One of the best things you can do 
for pollinators is avoid using them. To progress and gain marks in this category we would suggest that you gain 
support to carry out a survey of habitats in your surrounding area and across the village.  A simple plan can be used 
to indicate areas such as the surrounding stone walls, Clady and Gweedore River, tree groups, hedgerows, garden 
areas, bog etc. This would help you identify key sites of interest and formulate plans to help improve biodiversity by 
intervention or management practices.  In many cases the do-nothing scenario is best and you can make sure that 
sensitive landscapes are protected.  Have you considered arranging a biodiversity walk, a night-time bat walk or 
dawn chorus event?  These are low impact activities that can do much to inform and bring the community together. 
Or perhaps you could consider taking part in Birdwatch Irelands Countryside bird survey? Anyone with a reasonable 
working knowledge of Ireland’s common and widespread birds can take part. Look to their website for more 
information.  These types of activities can gain you more marks in this category.

As ever the standard here was good with very little litter evident in the village core area.  Keep up your standards in 
this category.  You mention that you take part weekly litter patrols in your village in conjunction with other 
committees.  You do not mention in your submission if you take part in the National Spring Clean.  This is a 
nationwide event which really focuses attention on this topic. Do you segregate the litter collected? The village was 
well presented and where boundaries to unoccupied premises are a problem, we appreciate these sites are outside 
of your control. The ‘Meitheal Oibre Tacaiochta’ is a lovely initiative to help those in the community where household 
or garden maintenance may be overwhelming and a great scheme to support. Bins at the playground were clean 
and emptied. Random dumping of grass cuttings was a little unsightly here.

The efforts to make the community buildings in Dobhar more efficient is noted and a great way to lead by example 
when it comes to energy usage and solar power. As you are aware this category is more about the prevention of 
waste being generated in the first instance.  Other ways to address this category is to promote participation in Earth 
Hour or Bike to school week. Have you introduced any measures to encourage residents to install compost bins in 
their own gardens? Piles of cut grass were seen near Pairc an Phobail. Can a compost spot be located to take in 
these arisings, if the mowing regime were changed there would be less cuttings to deal with? A resident or 
committee member could take part in a master composting course. This can be used a  as learning resource to 
again lead by example. Donegal County Council can help you with this, contact the environment officer for advice. 
These can be simple and effective ways to get the message across and will gain you points in this category. For 
further advice on how to address this category we would encourage you to visit http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/ . 
The Local Prevention website have added a specific 'Tidy Towns' page to their website so you can see what waste 
prevention projects have been done by other similar groups around the country. There are various case studies to 
learn from with practical tips, advice, free downloads of brochures etc. this may give you ideas for other ways to 
address this category to the benefit of the town.  Could water butts be applied to some of your community buildings? 
This would be a very visible advert of this kind of practical sustainable action and align with any future efforts to 
promote composting.

Once again occupied residential properties in the village were presented to a high standard so well done to all your 
residents.  Given you villages linear form particular care was taken to ensure front boundaries and hedges were well 
looked after and these contribute so much to the villages roadside setting. Take care when filling in the application 
form that only projects relevant to the competition category are included and avoid duplication.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



form that only projects relevant to the competition category are included and avoid duplication.

Well done on the appropriate maintenance of the verges on the approaches to and within the village.  The New 
footpath with lighting from Lower to Middle Dore will we hope encourage more residents to walk. Would you 
consider establishing a Slí na Sláinte route? These are mapped, signposted walking routes in the heart of the 
community suitable for all ages and abilities. Look to successful  routes in Culdaff  and Moville. Are all the signs and 
finger posts at the Dore Upper junction, at Genesis hair studio, still current? Remove any that are out of date to 
reduce clutter.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Dobhar is a lovely linear village settlement with an interesting mix of buildings, in a beautiful landscape setting. The 
efforts of your committee and the local community are clearly visible to the visitor.  Thank you to all involved in this 
year’s submission for their hard work and good luck for 2023.


