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Community-Your Planning and Involvement/ An Pobal- Pleanáil and Rannpháirtíocht:  

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 

It was  a great pleasure to visit your town and directly observe your efforts to maintain and improve its environment. 
It is reassuring that despite Covid, numbers on your committee remain the same and that roughly the same number 
volunteer each year. Your strategy of inviting representative of all housing estates to a meeting each year is an 
excellent one. So also is your close liaison with the Rural Social Scheme (RSS) on a daily basis to discuss the work 
plan for the day and keep them up to date. You have continued to engage with a wide range of statutory and 
business interests including Donegal County Council, the Local Authority Waters and Community Office, Community 
Employment Programme, the Donegal Local Development Company (DLDC), Pobal, Kavanagh’s Supervalu, Ash 
Tree Garden Centre, Simple Simon’s, Harvey’s Point, Donegal Service Station and Texaco Service Station. This 
year you brought LIDl into the fold. In common with previous adjudicators we would like to see more actions 
involving local schools and youth groups, who represent your future caretakers. 

Congratulations on your Age Friendly initiative which benefitted an important cohort in your community. It would be 
good to check on the implementation of the promised actions this year by the businesses which were awarded 
certificates. 

Thank you for your completed application form and maps particularly as it was easy to see the location of new 
projects on one of these maps.
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Streetscape and public spaces/Sraid-Dreach agus Áiteanna Poiblí:

The public space, the Diamond, is the focal point of Donegal Town which is close to all buildings of historic interest  
such as the Castle and courthouse. The other principal public space is the quay. Both have been developed 
significantly to improve their heritage and amenity value.

In the quay a historic crane was installed in an older smaller pier to complement the huge anchor also displayed in 
the vicinity of the quay.  We appreciate that the historic crane is a wonderful addition to the maritime heritage of the 
area.

The community is commended for raising funds to restore St. Patricks Church and photos of newly painted interior 
are very impressive.

In the Diamond six colourful banners designed by a local artist have recently been erected on new light posts; new 
seating has been installed and planting has occurred in new planters. All these features complement an original 
large sculptural feature (an obelisk) which commemorates the production of the Annals of the Four Masters in 
Donegal town. It was great to see that it now provides a location for an excellent town map which provides a 
considerable amount of information on town history. A particular feature of the space is that it can cope with a high 
numbers of users. Around the Diamond an excellent one way traffic system has been implemented. 

However, in our opinion music does not add to the ambiance of the Diamond as this must compete with traffic. 
Planters in the Diamond include a mixture of new and old types beside each other and one is positioned so that it 
blocks bicycle parking. It would be more appropriate to keep similar planters together. 

Congratulations on your active participation in the URBACT Playful Paradigm project which incentivizes the use 
public spaces for play activities. Can you let us know if have you any plans to continue these initiatives after this 
project if finished?

In general, buildings in the centre of the town are well presented. They include a  Garda station which achieved an 
architectural award. It is noted that the metal facade is   a “brise soleil” or shading device and is to be planted with 
climbing plants, which will green  the façade in a structured way based on its geometry. You could encourage the 
guards to complete this landscaping. As empty buildings and shop fronts are still present in the centre of the town 
the Tidy Town Group could consider using empty shop fronts to provide some interpretation of the town or cultural 
activities.
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the vicinity of the quay.  We appreciate that the historic crane is a wonderful addition to the maritime heritage of the 
area.

The community is commended for raising funds to restore St. Patricks Church and photos of newly painted interior 
are very impressive.

In the Diamond six colourful banners designed by a local artist have recently been erected on new light posts; new 
seating has been installed and planting has occurred in new planters. All these features complement an original 
large sculptural feature (an obelisk) which commemorates the production of the Annals of the Four Masters in 
Donegal town. It was great to see that it now provides a location for an excellent town map which provides a 
considerable amount of information on town history. A particular feature of the space is that it can cope with a high 
numbers of users. Around the Diamond an excellent one way traffic system has been implemented. 

However, in our opinion music does not add to the ambiance of the Diamond as this must compete with traffic. 
Planters in the Diamond include a mixture of new and old types beside each other and one is positioned so that it 
blocks bicycle parking. It would be more appropriate to keep similar planters together. 

Congratulations on your active participation in the URBACT Playful Paradigm project which incentivizes the use 
public spaces for play activities. Can you let us know if have you any plans to continue these initiatives after this 
project if finished?

In general, buildings in the centre of the town are well presented. They include a  Garda station which achieved an 
architectural award. It is noted that the metal facade is   a “brise soleil” or shading device and is to be planted with 
climbing plants, which will green  the façade in a structured way based on its geometry. You could encourage the 
guards to complete this landscaping. As empty buildings and shop fronts are still present in the centre of the town 
the Tidy Town Group could consider using empty shop fronts to provide some interpretation of the town or cultural 
activities.

Green spaces and landscaping/Spasanna agus Tirdheachú:

Great efforts are being made to provide colourful vegetation in private window  boxes, and also in stand alone 
planters and roundabouts in many public spaces around the town. 

An excellent project was carried out by Lidl with a local school to improve biodiversity in the environs of the store. 
This involved installing a bee hotel, allowing grass to grow long and tree planting in the field surrounding their car 
park. Encouragement should be given to the store to carry out further actions to improve local biodiversity in 
partnership with the local schools.  Implementing an appropriate annual mowing regime (cut once /year in August 
and remove cuttings, no fertilizer) would lead to a greater diversity of grassland plants and more pollinators. There is 
also an opportunity to develop a native hedgerow around the boundary of the site with the road also encouraging 
pollinators. The impact of this landscaping could be monitored annually by students in schools. As an example of a 
suitable exercise look at the National Biodiversity Data Centre’s project FIT (https://biodiversityireland.
ie/surveys/fit-counts/) which involves observation of a specific plant over ten minutes at regular intervals to discover 
if pollinators visit. 

While excellent landscaping schemes were implemented by projects in the past, such as that associated with a 
project to promote cycling near the Tourist office, management is urgently needed to maintain the planted areas to 
enhance their quality. While expert advice could be sought, obvious actions could include pruning plants and filling 
gaps with biodiversity friendly shrubs. 

Similarly the wooden rail above quayside barrier needs repainting.  Any interpretation of sustainability in Donegal 
town should draw attention to the impressive green roof on the Tourist Office and if possible arrange for a return to 
public access during daylight hours.  

Plant selection in planters could all be improved to provide greater benefits to sustainability and biodiversity. The 
group could organize a best biodiversity friendly planter competition based on results from NBDC monitoring 
scheme to raise awareness of the need to plant pollinator friendly species. 

This adjudicator endorses comments in previous reports concerning tree planting in the GAA grounds. Let us know 
what was done and where.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality/ An Dúlra and an Bhithéagsúlacht in do cheantar:

The Bank Walk, river and environs and coast are the most important areas for biodiversity. The community has 
already invested time and energy in managing the Bank Walk as an amenity and for biodiversity. This year work 
involved successful tree planting.  While interpretation boards for the Bank Walk are informative it is recommended 
to remove the board near the quay and place it in the woodland as it refers to woodland species unlikely to be 
visible from the quay. 

There is particular potential for woodland environmental education by extending the Bank Walk further along the 
margin of the estuary into more natural woodland as the biodiversity of this area contrasts with the planted 
woodland dominated by beech found nearer to the town. 

Wonderful projects have been carried out in local schools to raise awareness of the importance of pollinators. 
Thanks for the photographs of this activity. 

It is very impressive that you have developed a relationship with Coillte to develop Rossylongon woodland as an 
amenity area. When discussing this project with Coillte ask them to involve Coillte Nature in planning and 
development and carry out a biodiversity audit.  It is significant that the community are already using this site for 
environmental education. Do consider making an annual excursion to the site. 

As mentioned in the assessment of the previous category it is regrettable that all plants in planters are not 
biodiversity friendly. Ideally all planting mixes would include mainly perennials  (species which do not need to be 
replaced every year). They should all be pollinator friendly (check if listed in the All Ireland Pollinator Plan) and 
include a food plant (i.e. a herb). Hopefully landscaping will be completed in all roundabouts this year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



visible from the quay. 

There is particular potential for woodland environmental education by extending the Bank Walk further along the 
margin of the estuary into more natural woodland as the biodiversity of this area contrasts with the planted 
woodland dominated by beech found nearer to the town. 

Wonderful projects have been carried out in local schools to raise awareness of the importance of pollinators. 
Thanks for the photographs of this activity. 

It is very impressive that you have developed a relationship with Coillte to develop Rossylongon woodland as an 
amenity area. When discussing this project with Coillte ask them to involve Coillte Nature in planning and 
development and carry out a biodiversity audit.  It is significant that the community are already using this site for 
environmental education. Do consider making an annual excursion to the site. 

As mentioned in the assessment of the previous category it is regrettable that all plants in planters are not 
biodiversity friendly. Ideally all planting mixes would include mainly perennials  (species which do not need to be 
replaced every year). They should all be pollinator friendly (check if listed in the All Ireland Pollinator Plan) and 
include a food plant (i.e. a herb). Hopefully landscaping will be completed in all roundabouts this year.

Tidiness and Litter control/Slachmhaireacht and Rialú Bruscair:

It is great to see that your committee and volunteers continue to work hard keeping Donegal town tidy and litter free 
and that local businesses contribute by providing refreshments to volunteers. You also organized clean ups in areas 
outside the town centre. As a contribution to your clean up efforts a request could be made to Donegal County 
Council to provide dog poo bags.

Sustainability doing more with less/Inmharthanacht-Mórán ar an mbeagán:

It is admirable that the town provides the following services which support sustainable transport and waste 
minimization such as Electric recharging points, a local bus service, recycling facilities and Vincents shop. 

The restoration of a church in town supports sustainability as it provides for the re-use of valuable resources. 

Previous adjudicators have encouraged the group to look at their own practices to make them more sustainable. 
Therefore it was noted that you carried out many initiatives under this heading in 2021. You arranged to build your 
planters locally using recycled plastic. You engaged with local schools on projects concerned with ocean pollution 
and encouraged them to get involved in pollinator projects. Some of these projects such as Commotion in the 
Ocean had an impact far beyond Donegal Town and included both clean up actions, fundraising, lobbying and 
production of educational material for schools. Please keep in touch with this initiative and let us know if it had 
regional impacts. However it appears that you have not started to use recycled water in planters. 

It was interesting to note that the recycling service in the County based in Donegal Town will now accept a wider 
range of goods such as soft plastics. This could be publicized by Tidy Towns. As well as describing railway heritage 
the railway museum could update their interpretation by promoting railway (and bus) travel as a more sustainable 
mode of transport.

Residential streets and housing areas/Sráidanna Cónaithe and Ceantair Tithíochta:

Modern estates will have sophisticated landscaping and if planning conditions are appropriate their landscaping is 
likely to be attractive and may be biodiversity friendly. Most detached houses have attractive gardens but there is 
little sign of food growing or/and the dominance of species which benefit biodiversity. In contrast, older estates and 
institutional buildings are usually surrounded by mown lawns. There is potential to improve the value of these open 
spaces by more interesting landscaping such as tree planting. The Tidy  Towns Group should call a meeting of 
representatives of all estates and offer to support its development. Tree planting could be organized as an 
educational activity as well as a community bonding exercise. If there is interest in this activity further efforts could 
be made to provide more interesting features such as shrubberies or even ponds and food growing.

Approach roads, streets and lanes/ Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna and Lána
It was impressive to observe that grassy road verges around the Town and in its vicinity are managed for 
pollinators. 

However some of the stone welcome signs were barely legible. Others were adorned with other signage. It is 
recommended that the Tidy Towns group carry out an annual audit of signage, report on the result in your 
application next year and actions taken.  

A policy could be adopted of landscaping around signage but only in unattractive locations. If the sign is on a grassy 
verge no landscaping should be carried out.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



A policy could be adopted of landscaping around signage but only in unattractive locations. If the sign is on a grassy 
verge no landscaping should be carried out.

Concluding Remarks:

Congratulations for your efforts in this competition. Donegal has a huge number of natural and cultural heritage 
assets and deserves to enjoy more success in this competition. It was good to see the work in the Diamond which is 
still a work in progress. We look forward to coming again and seeing your progress within the town and its environs.


