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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Cluain Maine. 
We are delighted to welcome Clonmany Village back to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition.  May we first 
say a big thank you to the outgoing committee for all the work and effort they have put in over the years to maintain 
your lovely village. And welcome and best wishes to the new committee of 14, a healthy number given the size of 
your home place. We very much appreciate the time and effort it takes to set up and run a Tidy Towns committee 
and the commitment it takes too . Your first entry form as a working committee has obviously been carefully put 
together and we found it easy to navigate and with both new and maintained projects clearly indicated. This makes 
it easier for us adjudicators on the day of the visit as we know which projects to particularly consider for new marks 
this year.  However, we wondered if you had entered the correct competition category. A population of 120 as stated 
seems very small given the scale and activity in the village. When the 2022 census becomes available double check 
the population numbers and you may be a better fit in the Village B category. Your 3–5-year plan is obviously a very 
practical working tool for you, and we hope it helps you keep track of your progress over the coming years. There is 
always a great satisfaction to be had on marking planned projects as completed.  Your friendly introductory letter 
from your chairperson was a lovely touch and indeed the advice as to where to park and have a cup of tea was 
welcomed by this adjudicator. Thank you to your local young artist from St Francis National School for the lovely 
hand drawn map with its clearly annotated legend, a great way to engage with your local school.  You seem to have 
a growing social media presence which will also gain you support for your work and hopefully more volunteers. As 
with all new committees we would urge you to refer to the Tidy Towns Handbook for advice on how best to 
approach the competition and make use of the skill sets available to your group. It is important to be clear and 
realistic about what you want to do and achieve.
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This was this adjudicators first visit to Clonmany and we very much enjoyed our stroll around your village. St Marys 
church is a fine focal building at the eastern approach to the village with neatly painted boundary walls and a 
distinctive square stone tower.  The Market Square benefits from being set back from the main road and how great 
to hear that there may be action on the derelict building by the old Market House. It was also good to see building 
work on a site near the summer seats and that new life has been brough into a home on the Buncrana Road. The 
earth colours of McFeelys bar create a lovely corner feature here with both square and road facing facades well 
presented. Commercial premises were well presented from the muted façade of Ann Marie’s Hairdressers to 
McBrineys colourful hanging baskets. The light green benches in Diffneys Garden were admired and nicely 
contracted with the vibrant red roses here. For a garden area it is dominated by hard surfacing. Could corners be 
broken out to plant up some of the space and bring a softer look to the garden? Road surfacing and lining were 
good and the green and yellow tone planters by the finger post signs were admired. Is there scope to talk with your 
area engineer about reallocating some of the road space to tree planting or improved pedestrian connectivity. We 
note you are considering large projects to work on over the next few years. This can be done without the loss of car 
parking numbers with some clever streetscape design. Is there a need for cycle parking in the village either at the 
Market Square or near Diffeys garden? Some touring cyclists were seen passing through the village and a safe 
resting spot may encourage them to stay a while and have a rest and enjoy the village. Well done on keeping an 
eye of faults such as lighting that you can bring to the Councils attention for swift repair. We are not sure why you 
had such a reduction in marks in this category in 2019 and have decided to add to your marks based on what we 
saw on the ground.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

287

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

TOTAL MARK 550 287

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

09/07/2022

 



good and the green and yellow tone planters by the finger post signs were admired. Is there scope to talk with your 
area engineer about reallocating some of the road space to tree planting or improved pedestrian connectivity. We 
note you are considering large projects to work on over the next few years. This can be done without the loss of car 
parking numbers with some clever streetscape design. Is there a need for cycle parking in the village either at the 
Market Square or near Diffeys garden? Some touring cyclists were seen passing through the village and a safe 
resting spot may encourage them to stay a while and have a rest and enjoy the village. Well done on keeping an 
eye of faults such as lighting that you can bring to the Councils attention for swift repair. We are not sure why you 
had such a reduction in marks in this category in 2019 and have decided to add to your marks based on what we 
saw on the ground.

Thank you for the images of the daffodils included in your entry form. As we only have a snapshot of the village on 
the day of adjudication it is nice to have a feel as to how your landscape strategy work for you at other times of the 
year. The trees to the front of the village hall were well sited with enough room for them to grown and space for the 
canopy to expand.  Given the more frequent spells of dry weather ensure they are kept well-watered for the first few 
years until they are properly established. A few dead trees were noted about the village with a prominent one by the 
mobile burger bar.  Try to plan to plant a few trees around the village over the coming year to both replace dead 
trees and to ensure a long-term landscape structure for the village. Free trees are available for community groups 
from sources such as Trees on the Land or talk to your Local Biodiversity officer for support. The hanging baskets 
were noted on the neat black lamp posts throughout the village. Some more greenery could be added to the bench 
at the wall and sign at the entrance to market square. The use of plant containers would be appropriate here for 
impact where it is not possible to plant directly into the ground. We hope the sunflowers project was a success. A 
planting programme and a plan for regular maintenance of planted areas should be an integral part of the five-year 
TidyTowns plan either with a different location selected for planting each year, or a priority-based plan depending on 
which areas are most in need of planting. Small steps every year will build up to a strong and resilient landscape 
setting for Clonmany and its community.

You recognise that you have work to do in this category but your proactive approach and desire to learn is a great 
start. With the knowledge of bees in the community spend some time looking through the All-Ireland Pollinator 
Guide for Local Communities. This is an easy-to-read guide aimed at all those groups like yourselves in Clonmany 
who are interested in making their local community more pollinator friendly. A number of actions are suggested that 
are not costly and, in some instances, may lead to cost savings. We would also encourage you to consider carrying 
out a Habitat Survey so you can better understand the types of habitats that surround and run through the village. 
This is a very important first step that should be taken as soon as possible. An ecologist will be able to advise you 
on how this should be carried out and your local biodiversity officer may be able to help with sourcing funding for 
this. The Heritage Council’s Guide to Habitats in Ireland is also a very useful reference. Try to attend local talks on 
biodiversity or look for a bird or bat expert to come to the village hall for talks. This is a great way to publicise your 
work, get neighbours together and learn about the wider landscape that surrounds your village in this lovely spot in 
Donegal. Good luck with progressing this and you have great scope to earn marks in this category.

Clonmany is a tidy village and we saw practically no litter or weeds. The fresh paint to the bins were noted. Turing 
this task into an opportunity for a voluntary /communal event was a great way to bring the community together. 
There were a few plastic drinks bottles at Diffneys Garden, but as bins were empty here, this was antisocial 
behaviour rather than not having an opportunity for waste to be disposed of correctly. We are sure this would have 
been picked up by your CE team. Discourage the trend of using live lighting and telegraph poles to mount temporary 
signs as this is both dangerous and unsightly.   You take part in the Spring Clean Up day, another important 
community event. The recycling bins at the car park boundary wall were neat and did not seem to be filled so we 
hope your collection schedule aligns with the volume of donations and deposits. Remove Christmas decorations 
when the festive season has passed as they tend to clutter up the historic façade of the Market House. Some 
sensitive trimming of the tree canopy at the finger post sign is required as the greenery is overhanging the signage 
somewhat.

This is a category that many new committees find difficult to address as it requires a new way of thinking and 
approaching how our society operates. The Tidy Towns Handbook will help you to come up with ideas and the local 
waste prevention website - which you can link to from the Tidy Towns website, is also a good source for new ideas. 
Your local authority’s Environmental Awareness Officer would be a good contact. They can suggest projects to you 
to increase your sustainability. They also may run information days which you can attend on this topic. It is important 
to remember that this category is about more than recycling - worthy though recycling is. It is about reducing waste 
before it is produced. Would you consider joining the Green Homes scheme? Do your school take part in Green 
Flags that you could join forces on projects. Do try and liaise with them about sustainability as they can be a great 
source of advice and help to you on this topic. The plastic bottle top mosaic for the Community Centre is a good way 
to draw attention to this topic. We look forward to seeing progress on this for next year and new projects emerging.

Standards around the Riverside Park and throughout residential properties – both within the village and on 
approaches to Clonmany are high. The pastel planters were noted to their stone entrance.  The wall washing will 
further improve the entrance. Given the village is spread out along a road the standard of individual boundaries can 
make a big impact and they were high with lovely stone walls and gardens boundaries seen. Is there any scope to 
involve the residents of the St Columbcille Village care home in your projects? The stone name sign here would 
benefit from some planting around the base to further enhance its setting.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



approaches to Clonmany are high. The pastel planters were noted to their stone entrance.  The wall washing will 
further improve the entrance. Given the village is spread out along a road the standard of individual boundaries can 
make a big impact and they were high with lovely stone walls and gardens boundaries seen. Is there any scope to 
involve the residents of the St Columbcille Village care home in your projects? The stone name sign here would 
benefit from some planting around the base to further enhance its setting.

Verges on the southern approach along the R238 seemed to have been mown in accordance with the All Ireland 
Pollinator Plan with a layered approach seen to benefit biodiversity.  This is very appropriate as it was where your 
blue Monks Meadow sign was. If Meadows are part of the history of the village look to see if you can have linear 
meadows along all your road verges which will gain you marks in many different competition categories including 
biodiversity and sustainable as it generally means less spent-on fuel for mowers. The standard of road surfacing in 
the village was good. Well done on achieving the new footpath and lighting at the Gaddyduff Road and that it has 
become a popular walking route. Keep on with your collaborative approach with Donegal County Council to see a 
full walking loop in place. The green water pump opposite the village sign could be painted. The thin linear grass 
verge beneath the white and black name sign opposite could be planted with a bed of perhaps long flowering roses 
to really draw attention to it and be an eye catching display as well as encouraging traffic to slow as it approaching 
the village core.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You say in the entry form that one of your guiding principles is to increase awareness of and local pride in, the 
village. The positive tone of your entry form showed this adjudicator that your committee are sure to only increase 
pride in Clonmany and its environs. Keep up the positive approach to your projects, look to and learn from other 
committees and their approaches. We are very happy to welcome you all back to the Tidy Town family.


