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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Carn Domhnach. Welcome to 
the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. 
This was the adjudicators first evert visit to your busy market town. How great to see that you have such a long and 
successful relationship with the Tidy Towns family. As a committee you have 8 active members which seems to be 
a reduction in numbers from last year. The Pandemic has been especially tough on groups who depend on regular 
contact to survive and thrive. We hope you can regain your former numbers in the coming years as society opens 
up again. However, you do enjoy additional support from the wider community including groups such as the scouts 
and local sports clubs. Once again, the commercial operations in Cardonagh especially support your work with a 
special mention for the towns Supervalu which is one of your main supporters. Thank you for your completed and 
concise entry form including useful photographs. Ensure however that projects are not duplicated across categories, 
list them once in the most appropriate competition category only. How great to hear that one of your Gaisce 
students has taken the time to strengthen your online presence. This is such an effective way to communicate with 
both your community at home and the Carndonagh diaspora. This also fits in very well with your stated aim of 
reducing the amount of paper communication your group uses.  Your towns youth are also to be congratulated for 
the effort along Station Road and this will be addressed later in the report. It was not clear from your submission if 
you have a future projects plan to ensure you gain the maximum marks in all the competition categories, done as 
part of your town plan?
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Carndonagh is blessed with some lovely streetscapes with many vernacular buildings that combine to make an 
attractive market town. On the day of the visit, we were lucky to see the market in full swing at The Diamond. It 
certainly lends a vibrancy to the town core. In addition there were a number of people waiting for the Derry bus at 
your beautiful new bus stop. In addition to its practical use of providing a sheltered waiting spot its innovative design 
and green credentials add so much to the space. When viewed from the upper street levels the green roof became 
apparent and was buzzing with bees on the day of our visit. A fabulous gem and well done to all involved in its 
commissioning especially the Carn Traders Group.  Many of the houses and businesses are really well kept, 
keeping their traditional shopfronts well maintained, which all adds to the charm and character of the town. The 
yellow trimmed thatch cottage was particularly admired. We noted in your application that there a number of new 
traders in the town including inish Farm Supplies, Scruffy Duffys, Oggys Cycle Repair and TR Fitness. We wish 
them all the best of luck in their ventures. Other premises noted and shopfronts admired included Doherty’s Gift 
Shop, the Diamond Cafe and the Sportsman’s Inn with the quirky upper floor window paintings. As with many 
centres there are a number of empty and derelict premises in the town, and we note in the submission that you are 
being proactive in staying connected with the County Council to address this issue. Finger posts and light poles in 
the square were painted a smart gloss black and if the streetlights are still effective, to remove them seems a waste 
and your advocating to retain them is a much more sustainable approach to the streetscape management. The new 
footpaths will do much we hope to encourage walking in the town. The new cycle path along the Moville Road will 
we hope be much used by the towns resident cyclists. A number of groups of weekend cyclists were noted traveling 
through the town. Is there space to install a few bike stands in the village to encourage them to stop off and have a 
break, so bringing custom to the towns cafes? Remind owners to address their gables as well as their buildings 
frontage when carrying out painting or repair works.
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centres there are a number of empty and derelict premises in the town, and we note in the submission that you are 
being proactive in staying connected with the County Council to address this issue. Finger posts and light poles in 
the square were painted a smart gloss black and if the streetlights are still effective, to remove them seems a waste 
and your advocating to retain them is a much more sustainable approach to the streetscape management. The new 
footpaths will do much we hope to encourage walking in the town. The new cycle path along the Moville Road will 
we hope be much used by the towns resident cyclists. A number of groups of weekend cyclists were noted traveling 
through the town. Is there space to install a few bike stands in the village to encourage them to stop off and have a 
break, so bringing custom to the towns cafes? Remind owners to address their gables as well as their buildings 
frontage when carrying out painting or repair works.

We made our way through the town core, admiring the busy market day activities, and wandered through the 
well-maintained church grounds. Would a bench be welcome at the large stone grotto to facilitate a contemplative 
moment? We then found ourselves in Barrack Hill Park. What a fantastic space and a huge credit to the town. The 
playground was busy and the distinctive daisy/flower seats at the higher level, were occupied by a group of happy, 
chatting teenagers ( a group whose social needs are often overlooked in park design). The distinct sculpture at the 
high point afforded great views over the town and its hinterland. The many Carndonough butterfly and bee trail 
planters and nesting spots were seen, and the Craigtown NS ‘B and Bee’ was a splendid example of upcycling 
combined with biodiversity objectives with a bit of fun thrown in. There was a perfect mix of summer colour provided 
by bee friendly perennials and hedges and trees as structure planting. It showed a keen eye and well thought out 
planting strategy applied by the original park's designer. The colourful mural at the community garden with its fruit 
theme was looking well with many poly tunnels seen in the fenced off garden. The All Ireland Pollinator plan signs 
indicated the changed mowing regime to the grass bank opposite. Striking yellow themed planted beds caught the 
eye at the base of the road signs on the Station Road. As part of your work with Eco Carn are there opportunities for 
more roadside trees along any of the main routes around the town. It's a pity that trees could not have been 
incorporated into the upgraded road layout just past the Cill Bride Housing estate with its smart new stone wall road 
frontage. The planting at the Diamond and around the new bus shelter was impeccable and a great mix of summer 
colour and shrubs for all year interest. Good luck with your plans to moving to supplying your own plants and 
depending less on resource hungry seasonal planting. The perennial displays at the Park show how summer colour 
can be achieved without relying on annuals.

Your application shows an understanding of the habitats that surround you well done in advancing your projects 
here and getting sound advice before commencing future works.  There are too many projects to mention in this 
report. The 2021-2026 Biodiversity plan, done in collaboration with EcoCarn, will be a marvellous way to really 
proactively address this category throughout the town. We loved the focus on ecological connectivity and hope to 
see progress on the cycleway, pond and wetlands at Ballyloskey for future visits.  The ecological audit of 6 locations 
will focus attention and the local support given to EcoCairn is much appreciated to advance this work. Barrack Hill 
Gardeners Committee are continuing with their marvellous work in the community garden with their Green Flag 
awarded again this year. and in the upkeep of the pollinator friendly flower boxes. The 200 native trees planted in 
the park will be a gift for future generations to enjoy. And the fruit trees in particular will help your honey producers 
and the proposed hive manufacturing business venture.

On our walk through the town, bins were generally clean and plentiful although some were full, perhaps after the 
market activities? Ask Donegal County Council  to ensure bin emptying is intensified after events in the town when 
necessary. Your effective daily litter patrols will have noted this we are sure. Your strategy of approaching local 
business to encourage them to address tidiness around their premises we hope is well received. Some sweeping at 
the kerb edge outside hostelry’s could be encouraged to deal with discarded litter butts in particular. We note the 
sustainable approach taken to the towns Christmas lights and this is great to see. Some of last year's Christmas 
decorations, at upper levels, were noted in the walk around the town. These can be an eyesore and add to 
streetscape clutter if not removed once the festive season is over.

Given the new prominent bus stop, increasing use of the public transport Local Link and the new paths and cycle 
ways being planned in the town, we wondered if you had thought any more of getting the senior schools help in 
doing a survey of travel and transport behaviour in your town?  This could be a suggested project for your Leaving 
Cert applied students helped by the Transition year students as has been done this year to progress planting areas. 
Bike stands placed near the Barrack Hill Town Park entrances could be considered or at other amenity locations. 
We hope the Mart area recycling bins are well used and ensure they are monitored so that they don’t remain full for 
any periods and so dissuade users. It is great to see that the community uses have been found for some of the 
significant older building in the town. At a small scale the ‘b and  bee’ nests by Craigtown NS are a great example of 
the imaginative reuse of material that would otherwise be waste – old tin cans , timber off cuts and old signs used as 
its roof. We wish them luck with the willow tepee, music workshops and pottery production. They and their teachers 
are a credit to the town. It is great to hear that your men’s shed is up and running again with life getting back to a 
more recognisable version of normal, thankfully.

Some colourful examples of town houses were noted including the vibrant yellow shutters at a terrace home at 
Bridge Street. It is encouraging to hear that more town homes are planned for Pound Street as this is the most 
sustainable way of ensuring our towns and villages have vibrant and viable futures. Trees are maturing nicely at the 
entry open spaces at the well looked after Millbrae Meadow housing estate. Again, your submission notes the 
positive relationship you have with many of the residents groups in housing developments in Carndonagh. How 
great to see that you are including a most pollinator friendly garden category in your annual competition. Will this 
extend to terraces and window boxes? Whether you have just a window ledge, a medium or a large garden there 
are pollinator friendly actions that can relate to your own outdoor space for the benefit of bees and butterflies across 
Carndonagh.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Some colourful examples of town houses were noted including the vibrant yellow shutters at a terrace home at 
Bridge Street. It is encouraging to hear that more town homes are planned for Pound Street as this is the most 
sustainable way of ensuring our towns and villages have vibrant and viable futures. Trees are maturing nicely at the 
entry open spaces at the well looked after Millbrae Meadow housing estate. Again, your submission notes the 
positive relationship you have with many of the residents groups in housing developments in Carndonagh. How 
great to see that you are including a most pollinator friendly garden category in your annual competition. Will this 
extend to terraces and window boxes? Whether you have just a window ledge, a medium or a large garden there 
are pollinator friendly actions that can relate to your own outdoor space for the benefit of bees and butterflies across 
Carndonagh.

The layered approach to verge mowing was seen along the Newpark Road with the avenue trees maturing nicely 
here. Some roadside boundary walls would benefit from a power wash as seen at Chapel Street. Along Malin Street 
a timber roadside fence needs repair and talk to your Roads Division about cutting back overhanging branches from 
the Wild Atlantic Way roundabout road sign. In fact, 3 of your town signs would benefit from cutting back of 
immediate vegetation to ensure they are fully visible. Where signs are located under trees , algae can grow on 
them, and they usually need more regular washing. The new bench on Convent Road is a great addition  to your 
streets and was nicely painted by your CCS students. Older people particularly like using street furniture to take a 
rest and to relax and it can reduce social isolation when people of all ages and abilities feel comfortable out walking 
in the town.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

As a first-time visitor I was impressed with the work your group has carried out and your town park in particular, with 
its expansive views was a delight to visit. We thank all the numerous stakeholders and local residents involved in 
the works which make up this year’s submission and continued good luck for all your planned work in 2023 and 
beyond. We very much enjoyed our time in your market town.


