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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 

The Ballyshannon Regeneration Group (BRG hereafter) has shown an admirable level of commitment by 
maintaining your involvement in the competition and we are grateful for your participation. We appreciate your 
comment that participation in the Tidy Towns competition has provided you with a useful critique over the years, 
highlighting what our town needs and providing a great template to follow to “better our place”.

We are delighted to note that the number of people involved in your committee is now ten, an increase from last 
year and you have gained new volunteers of a younger age and as a result of Covid relocation. It is obvious that you 
have a good working relationship with Donegal County Council, the Heritage Council, Pobal and you have the 
support of Local Councilors and local businesses. Inspection on the ground has shown evidence of this co-operation 
through the restoration of buildings in the Mall, the development of the landscaped area at Allingham Park by 
Foroige and the installation of window boxes by some residents. We were particularly impressed by the shop 
windows in some of the restored buildings in the Mall designed and installed by school students which illustrated 
aspects of local history. We hope your new recruits will being fresh energy to the group and allow you to pursue a 
more active engagement with the wider community, all local clubs and particularly to maintain productive working 
relations with local schools. 

It will be interesting to follow the development of the Cotton Hill Walk which we assume will be supported by the 
Rural Recreation Officer in the Leader Company.  Your maps were much appreciated. In your next version you 
should omit the route between the Main Street and footpath from the Mall.
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First impressions of the centre of Ballyshannon are all positive as a result of the major works that were carried out to 
restore the Town Clock and historic buildings in the mall and the on-going work on other historic buildings. Skilled 
craftsmen finished all properties to an excellent standard.

The production of a video was an excellent idea to promote the government funded regeneration works. It will be 
interesting to discover the long-term effects of this investment in regeneration. 

The Heritage Trail provides excellent orientation to the buildings, features of interest and history of the town 
including the statue of Rory Gallagher which reflects the town’s awareness of its more recent cultural heritage.  As 
we were impressed by the Masonic Hall it would be good to indicate the location of this building when revising the 
town map. 
 
Your map reveals problems with access to the river which is not unusual in towns. Planning may be on issue if 
developers were required to provide access as a condition of development. As the proposed Cotton Mill Walk will 
probably go through private land adjacent to the town assistance should be sought from the Rural Recreation 
Officer based in the leader Company who has particular expertise in negotiations with landowners and Sports 
Ireland who manage the development of looped walks
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including the statue of Rory Gallagher which reflects the town’s awareness of its more recent cultural heritage.  As 
we were impressed by the Masonic Hall it would be good to indicate the location of this building when revising the 
town map. 
 
Your map reveals problems with access to the river which is not unusual in towns. Planning may be on issue if 
developers were required to provide access as a condition of development. As the proposed Cotton Mill Walk will 
probably go through private land adjacent to the town assistance should be sought from the Rural Recreation 
Officer based in the leader Company who has particular expertise in negotiations with landowners and Sports 
Ireland who manage the development of looped walks

Most valuable landscaped green space is the park on the site of the former Fair Green which highlights cultural 
heritage of the area including the poetry of Allingham, the history of the railway and use of the site as a Fair Green. 
While mainly covered in grass it features an attractive shrubbery planted by Foroige in Allingham Park which is now 
of value to pollinators and birds. 

Around the town are lots of planters of varying standard. Best planters have trees in the ground and roses below or 
have all plants in the ground. Those of medium value have a tree in a planter and a few perennials of value to 
pollinators. While window boxes provide colour in the town they are not of great value to biodiversity. 

The Tidy Towns group could publicise guidelines to the public and businesses to maximize the value of planters for 
biodiversity and sustainability. These would cover species, growing medium and watering.

The river Erne and its immediate environs which can be viewed from Assaroe Road are the towns most important 
biodiversity asset. 

Within the town the next area of biodiversity importance is the shrubbery created by Foroige in Allingham Park. 
Undeveloped land within and adjacent to the town which is not managed intensively is also of biodiversity value. 
The planters with trees in the ground and shrubs under them are of value to pollinators. Of lowest value are areas 
which are managed using herbicide.

The river in the town could be a greater focus of management and interpretation. 

A riparian woodland could be developed beside it with the support of the government’s Native Woodland Scheme. 
This scheme is administered by the Forest Service and advice could be sought initially from their representative in 
the region. 

If and when the map is amended the area of international biodiversity importance should be indicated.

The community has very effective arrangements to collect litter throughout the town and as a result the standard of 
tidiness and litter control generally high in Ballyshannon. However some litter was seen around the Market Yard.

As litter collection is carried out regularly by residents it would be interesting to run a project on a particular day 
during which participants record the nature of litter collected (its nature, origin, and whether compostable). Based on 
these results a meeting could be held within the town to present the results of this survey in order to raise general 
awareness of tidiness and litter control.

It is good to find several recycling collection points in the town, that there is an alterations and repair shop in the 
Mall, good bicycle parking and Ballyshannon is served by a good local bus service. These services and facilities 
support sustainable transport and management of waste. You should not ignore the significance of the Historic 
Houses regeneration project in providing for the re-use of resources. 

New projects which support sustainable transport by school children and are integrated with Green Schools are also 
welcome such as the cycle bus. It is significant that three National schools take part, Holy Family, Scoil Catriona 
and Gaelscoil Éirne integrated by Ballyshannon Regeneration Group. 

Previous adjudicators have recommended various actions to support sustainable gardening practices including 
water management and use of home made compost rather than peat moss. However no information is provided in 
your entry form this year in relation to these recommendations. It is strongly advised that you implement some of 
these actions in the coming year.

The appearance of residential streets and housing within the principal streets in the town is very pleasant as many 
householders have been painting and improving the facades. We look forward to seeing an interesting mural at the 
Ports area. 

It is significant that residents of Lawne Park, Erne Dale, Saimer Drive, Woodlands are keen to improve their estates 
and that two residents groups have expressed interest in a community compost space. They should be encouraged 
to work with the Tidy Towns Group. It is recommended that a meeting be organized for residents of these estates 
and interested gardeners to discuss options for more biodiversity friendly landscaping, the development of 
community gardens or /and community composting space. Even if not interested in implementing resource and time 
intensive practices residents could be encouraged to follow Don’t Mow practice, cutting grass only once a year in 
August /September and removing cuttings. This type of mowing regime will lead to an increase in pollinator friendly 
species in grasslands.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



It is significant that residents of Lawne Park, Erne Dale, Saimer Drive, Woodlands are keen to improve their estates 
and that two residents groups have expressed interest in a community compost space. They should be encouraged 
to work with the Tidy Towns Group. It is recommended that a meeting be organized for residents of these estates 
and interested gardeners to discuss options for more biodiversity friendly landscaping, the development of 
community gardens or /and community composting space. Even if not interested in implementing resource and time 
intensive practices residents could be encouraged to follow Don’t Mow practice, cutting grass only once a year in 
August /September and removing cuttings. This type of mowing regime will lead to an increase in pollinator friendly 
species in grasslands.

On the entrance to Ballyshannon coming off the N15 the Tidy Towns sign is excellent.

Management is required for planters on the opposite side of the road. The plant mix is excellent for pollinators and 
biodiversity but pruning is now required. If space allows, other pollinator friendly shrubs should be grown, and bubs 
such as crocuses and alliums added in to provide colour early in the year.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Congratulations for your efforts in this competition. It was wonderful to see the improvements to historic buildings 
and particularly your imaginative use of empty shop fronts. We look forward to coming again and seeing further 
evidence of your creativity


