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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Baile Lifin. Welcome to the 
2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. As a first time visitor to your lovely village we were most impressed with 
the standard seen on the day of adjudication. Thank you for the nicely presented map with a clear legend which was 
very useful on adjudication day given the spread-out nature of Ballyliffen including Pollan Beach. You are correct in 
saying that although we hope the worst of Covid-19 is over it remains dangerous, and you are continuing to observe 
health advice when carrying out your works, especially with regard to the elderly and vulnerable. It is wonderful to 
read in your Development Plan how you embrace the social elements of Tidy towns activities as it plays such an 
important role in reducing social isolation especially in more rural areas such as your where the village also play a 
role in connected with the wider rural community. Your plan is an excellent document, very clear and easy to follow. 
We admire your stated aim which is to promote local amenity and environmental sustainability and in addition to 
promote social cohesion for all the people of the area, resident and visitor alike. You may have noted the presence 
of the UN Stainable Development Goals (SDGs) on the application form in recent year. Moving forward we are 
asking that TidyTowns committees consider how their projects align with the SDGs. You shared a list of the 
agencies and bodies that support your activities, and it is great to see local businesses such as Strand Hotel, 
Ballyliffin Lodge and Spa, Ballyliffin Hotel, Ballyliffin TownHouse, Atlantic Stores, Nancy’s Barn, Devlin’s Garage, 
Inishowen Car Dismantlers, Clonmany Festival, Glendowen Craft Studio, Centra Clonmany, Maple, Ballyliffin, 
Ballyliffin Golf Club, Linx Restaurant, Doagh Island Famine Village all included. Your fundraising actives are many 
and varied and your calendar is a great way to showcase local photographers work. We are pleased to note that 
you have been able to retain a healthy number of committee members (15) and other volunteers (25) throughout the 
pandemic. Your committee includes Scout Leaders, so you have a direct link with youth groups to involve them in 
projects as appropriate. We thank all involved in preparing a very comprehensive and nicely illustrated entry form. 
Thank you to the committee for all their hard work and while we may not report on all activities and projects 
individually in this report, be assured that all were considered in the allocation of marks.
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Your new Bus shelter is a nice project for the community to be involved with. Can the metal Ballyliffen perforated 
panels in the old shelter be reused around the village as they are in good condition compared to the yellowed 
Perspex. The ash tree behind the shelter seems to be showing signs of ash die back so keep monitoring this. If any 
works are being carried out here perhaps plant new trees of a variety of species in case the ash feature tree needs 
to be removed if the disease progresses. You have a lovely range of buildings in the village.  Nancys Barn was a 
hive of activity and seems to be a popular spot. The red shutters and bright floral displays were admired.  It is a pity 
a van for the business was parked illegally on the footpath here as it impeded pedestrian movement, a young family 
was seen having to step out on the road to pass. Footpath connectivity in the village was poor in places.  We wish 
you luck in your work with Donegal County Council to repair the Fullerton road. You might review footpaths as well 
with them as money is now available for many authorities to improve active travel in our settlements which include 
walking and cycling. Your notice boards were seen and were very informative with nice maps of your village’s wider 
surroundings . Installed as part of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme. The hotels in the village core must bring 
lots of visitors to the village. Can more planting be placed to the boundary of the Ballyliffen Hotel car park to reduce 
the vials impact of this large are of hard surfacing when seen form the approach to the village. Ensure gable walls 
as well as building frontage are included in any painting or cleaning works. The St Brigid’s crosses in the window art 
of the empty premises on the Shore Road was a nice touch. The community notice board by the neatly presented 
men’s shed was also seen with a prominent advert for your groups calendar. Planters were lovely here with the 
white cosmos admired.
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was seen having to step out on the road to pass. Footpath connectivity in the village was poor in places.  We wish 
you luck in your work with Donegal County Council to repair the Fullerton road. You might review footpaths as well 
with them as money is now available for many authorities to improve active travel in our settlements which include 
walking and cycling. Your notice boards were seen and were very informative with nice maps of your village’s wider 
surroundings . Installed as part of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme. The hotels in the village core must bring 
lots of visitors to the village. Can more planting be placed to the boundary of the Ballyliffen Hotel car park to reduce 
the vials impact of this large are of hard surfacing when seen form the approach to the village. Ensure gable walls 
as well as building frontage are included in any painting or cleaning works. The St Brigid’s crosses in the window art 
of the empty premises on the Shore Road was a nice touch. The community notice board by the neatly presented 
men’s shed was also seen with a prominent advert for your groups calendar. Planters were lovely here with the 
white cosmos admired.
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and Village Renewal Scheme. The hotels in the village core must bring lots of visitors to the village. Can more 
planting be placed to the boundary of the Ballyliffen Hotel car park to reduce the vials impact of this large are of hard 
surfacing when seen form the approach to the village. Ensure gable walls as well as building frontage are included 
in any painting or cleaning works. The St Brigid’s crosses in the window art of the empty premises on the Shore 
Road was a nice touch. The community notice board by the neatly presented men’s shed was also seen with a 
prominent advert for your groups calendar. Planters were lovely here with the white cosmos admired.

Green Spaces and Landscape
While your hanging baskets were admired the quality of the planting around the village was very good. The 
self-watering planters at the mens shed were a nice addition and we hope are more efficient for watering. The 
Raised bed opposite Nancys Barn was nice and colourful. Planting areas by the grotto and oratory were very neat 
and tree maturing nicely here. There is no formal green space such as a town park in the village that we could 
determine. It could be a long-term plan to develop an appropriate green community space in the village which would 
complement the amenity area at Pollan Beach.  Pollen Beach Play park was visited along with the car park here. 
Good luck with the snagging work here after its refurbishment. It was well used on the day of adjudication. The new 
seating and picnic area at pollen Beach was also seen and admired with the netting in place ot protect the planting? 
Is this temporary? We loved the little stone turtle in the dunes. Cars were parked on the beach here. Is there any 
way to restrict access for cars which can spill oil into the sand while also allowing for emergency vehicle access? 
Talk to the local authority about this.

You have started to think about biodiversity in your planting schemes with Crab Apples, Hawthorn, Wild Cherry, 
Rowan, Mountain Ash and Cotoneaster, as well as Raspberry, Gooseberry and Blackcurrant bushes recently 
planted. A very pollinator and food friendly approach to planting. We hope you get many a good harvest off these 
new potential village crops.  Bear in mind this category encourages committees to raise understanding and 
awareness of the natural amenities in your area with visitors and the local community. Engagement through wildlife 
walks and talks, dawn chorus events, etc usually appeal to young and old. Perhaps you could consider organising 
such an event in the coming months. It is great to see that you proactively support the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan as 
signs were noted in various spots around the village as well as at the beach. Consider increasing your no spray 
zone from Pollan beach to include the village core.

It is encouraging to see your local school taking part in your anti-litter and fouling campaigns and the examples of 
some of the Anti-Fouling Posters created by Local Primary School Students in the Entry Form were delightful. Some 
very small amounts of litter were noted by just one of the seats in the wall niches opposite the bus stop, recently 
dropped. Your community employment scheme participants regularly patrol the village and images of your weekly 
litter, weeding and tidying sessions were include in the entry form. The neat recycling bins were neatly placed by the 
men shed. The Beach clean-up twice a year is a big effort for the group and a great service to protect out coast 
environments. Keep up the good work in this category.

Energy efficiency is on your radar with LED lights reducing energy consumption. Thank you for the images of the 
plants which you propagate in your polytunnel. Water harvesting and composting is also carried out here. The wee 
library was seen at the beach. Have you considered a green roof on the new bus shelter? You could be promoting 
various initiatives under this category such as: - shop local campaigns; - GIY – grow it yourself initiatives and 
community allotments following on from your recent fruit planting; - sustainable travel initiatives such as park and 
rides, car sharing, , promotion of public transport with your new bus shelter, cycle parking spots at the village and 
beach etc; - green technologies; and - resource efficiency , water and energy etc. You do mention the water 
collection at the polytunnel so this is a start! You could encourage greater participation in recycling and promote 
Irelands Recycling List and the www.mywaste.ie website to residents. The is lots of scope for you to earn more 
marks in this category.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Residential properties in the village core were admired.  We loved your approach of helping more elderly residents 
keep on top of garden and boundary wall maintenance. Some lovely, neat gardens were admired on the long walk 
down to the beech from the village. Have you distributed the All Ireland Pollinator Plan guide for gardens to your 
residents? This can be done digitally with a link on your social media sites. Gardens can be very important habitats 
for biodiversity with a range of flowers providing food sources throughout the year.

Traffic was not too busy in the village – this was noticeable to us as first-time visitor. However, haphazard street 
parking makes pedestrian passage through the core more difficult. It seems as if much of the village parking is 
owned by Hotels? The car park and path to the beach were well maintained. We very much agree with your 
approach of planting trees and hedgerows to the approach roads on both sides of the village. As well as improving 
the approach they also act as ecological corridors for biodiversity. Your stone Baile Lifin name sign with its planted 
bed and beautiful raised bed of daisy behind was admired. Good luck with the work at the footpath on the 
Magheryard road.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Given that Ballyliffen Tidy Towns  has been in the competition for 10 years your group has achieved so much. As 
you say the social aspect of your activities is also important as it means engaging with all age-groups and so 
working together to make the village a better place to live in. Good luck with all your plans for 2023.


