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Community-Your Planning and Involvement/ An Pobal- Pleanáil and Rannpháirtíocht:  

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 

It is wonderful to learn that the Tidy Towns Group has mobilized a great diversity of statutory and non statutory 
organisations and local businesses  to support activities which improve your local local environment. The 
involvement of educational facilities is particularly significant and we can assume that you will be carrying out more 
projects in collaboration with their students. It was noted that you have got agreement from two of the larger shops 
to take recycling bins. It would be good to indicate their presence to pedestrians and customers through subtle 
signage such as recycling symbol with arrow on wall or footpath. 

While your committee has fewer members than last year you have managed to pack in a huge amount of work. Why 
not try to recruit active members from housing estates and sports clubs of which there are many in Ballybofey and 
Stranorlar. We note you plan to produce a three year plan this year. Use the planning process to review your actions 
and challenges and generate more successful actions.  

Thank you for your completed application form and maps as they were helpful to the assessment process. If 
resources permit you could look for an up to date version from the Ordnance Survey, checking first that it contains 
all recent features such as Stranorlar National School. Similar to the adjudication report from last year we are 
certain that your application would have been improved if photographs had been added and the location of new 
projects by category added to the map.
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Streetscape and public spaces/Sraid-Dreach agus Aiteanna Poiblí;

The bridge over the river Finn is your most important public space. It is very well designed and maintained and 
reconstruction work is very impressive. 

While some historic buildings have survived it is disappointing to find some unused buildings in the centre of the 
town. It is recommended that all derelict buildings are power washed and repainted. If possible local information or 
displays of historic artifacts should be placed in windows of shops which no longer host businesses.

Surprisingly some detached houses and their grounds outside the centre are being allowed to deteriorate. These 
could be put on the derelict sites register maintained by the Council. 

It is excellent that a street sweeping machine and person is now provided by the Local Authority and that the 
children’s playground and some footpaths are being improved. While certain footpaths throughout the town have 
been improved it was noted that there is a gap in the footpath to the west of SuperValu. This needs to be addressed 
even on a temporary basis. If pedestrian access is being facilitated at this location SuperValu could be requested to 
provide pedestrian access at the side to the supermarket.
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town. It is recommended that all derelict buildings are power washed and repainted. If possible local information or 
displays of historic artifacts should be placed in windows of shops which no longer host businesses.

Surprisingly some detached houses and their grounds outside the centre are being allowed to deteriorate. These 
could be put on the derelict sites register maintained by the Council. 

It is excellent that a street sweeping machine and person is now provided by the Local Authority and that the 
children’s playground and some footpaths are being improved. While certain footpaths throughout the town have 
been improved it was noted that there is a gap in the footpath to the west of SuperValu. This needs to be addressed 
even on a temporary basis. If pedestrian access is being facilitated at this location SuperValu could be requested to 
provide pedestrian access at the side to the supermarket.

Green spaces and landscaping/Spásanna agus Tírdheachú:

Impressive landscaped areas are situated in and near the principal car park. Some of the medians in the car park 
have a diversity of colourful native grassland species which are being allowed to flower and seed.  Beside the car 
park are superb allotments and an attractive landscaped area which features native honeysuckle and a small 
arbour.

Planters provided by Tidy Towns throughout the town provide a colourful spectacle for the public. However only a 
minority of the species in these planters are good for the environment and pollinators. They are principally planted 
with annuals of low value. In contrast to planting around the town the planting which occurred on the Trusk Road is 
of value to amenity and biodiversity as it principally involves pollinator friendly heathers in planters and trees planted 
into the ground.

The group should use their social media to inform gardeners about sustainable gardening practices. 
Encouragement could be given to the allotments to produce suitable pollinator friendly plants and trees for the 
locality, become a base for courses on gardening, food growing, seed saving and compost making.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality/ An Dúlra and an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

In this locality the most important area of biodiversity importance is associated with the River Finn which is a site of 
international biodiversity importance. The river walk is an excellent amenity and it would be good to join this to the 
network of paths within Drumboe Woods. Coillte as owner of the woods could be asked to sponsor a biodiversity 
audit of this site and environs to inform their regeneration strategy and interpretation of biodiversity.

As the inspection this year revealed the presence of several invasive species; knotweed, rhododendron and 
Himilayan balsam an application should be made through the Council to the Heritage Council (under their 
community grants scheme) to provide a grant to carry out an invasive species survey and develop treatment 
recommendations.

Tidiness and Litter control/Slachmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:
 
Despite the purchase of street cleaning machine litter is a major problem in the centre of the town particularly where 
people linger and congregate. Luckily enough the river remains unaffected by this problem.

As part of your three year plan the group should look for community support to organize effective litter patrols 
throughout all of Ballybofey Stranorlar. Local clubs, residents groups businesses could be requested to take 
responsibility for particular parts of the town.

To stimulate interest in this initiative a local litter survey could be carried out to identify particular litter black spots, 
the nature of litter and sources. The result   could be communicated through your usual channels.

Sustainability doing more with less/Inmharthanacht-Mórán ar an mbeagán;

It is appreciated that you work closely with Donegal  Co Co with regard to waste collection and support local schools 
to retain their green flags (for waste etc).

The towns are blessed with several facilities and services which support aspects of sustainability such as recycling 
and waste minimisation. It has a recycling centre, an alterations service, garden shops selling vegetable and fruit 
plants and a cattle mart to sell local stock. The allotments produce food and have run courses on compost making. 
There is a cycle lane on the walking route near the river. Consideration could be given to developing a Greenway 
use for old railway lines in the environs of Ballybofey/ Stranorlar

The group could consider initiatives to reduce the usage of potable water for landscaping. Information could be 
provided to local households on the value of water butts to trap rainwater. The local authority could be asked to 
subsidise the purchase of these plastic tanks or /and local businesses asked to stock them.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



To stimulate interest in this initiative a local litter survey could be carried out to identify particular litter black spots, 
the nature of litter and sources. The result   could be communicated through your usual channels.

Residential streets and housing areas/Sráidanna Cónaithe agus Ceantair Tithíochta:

It was noted that communal green spaces in all estates are well kept.

Their value as amenities and for biodiversity could be improved significantly by more imaginative landscaping. The 
Tidy Towns group could provide information and support to residents groups to carry out this work. As a first step a 
meeting could be arranged with representatives of these estates to discuss this proposal. Funding should be 
obtained from the Local Authority and businesses to fund the production of a landscaping plan in consultation with 
the community, its implementation and on going management. By carefully choosing the first estate for this exercise 
and demonstrating success more would want to be involved.

Approach roads, streets and lanes/ Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna agus Lánaí:

It is impressive that that the Tidy Towns group is concerned with footpaths and that their map showed proposed 
footpaths. Based on an inspection of some of these footpaths it is recommended that council put in a temporary 
surface (finer gravel ) on the section of footpath west of Super Valu. 

Where pedestrian routes are present in town, these should be highlighted on a local map.  In the town subtle 
information signage such as arrowed walking symbol on footpaths should highlight them.

Signage on approach roads is an issue. Ideally all approach roads should have one sign indicating the start of the 
settlement. Advertising signs should not be present before this sign or its environs. Hedgerows on boundary roads 
should be of native species mimicking original hedgerows

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Concluding remarks
Congratulations for your efforts in this competition. It was delightful to see the work on the bridge and your 
wonderful allotments. As much effort is being made  by a small number of dedicated people the town deserves 
success in this competition.  We look forward to coming again and seeing your progress.


