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Fáilte Anagaire chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as 
ucht na hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.  Welcome to the 2022 
SuperValu TidyTowns competition.   

Thank you for your concise and well annotated entry form and your hand drawn map. It is encouraging that you 
have maintained your dedicated 6 committee members and 20 volunteers over the last few difficult years when 
community engagement was so challenging for us all. We also note the success you have in communication with 
Scoil Naomh Duigh and we feel the approach you are taking in including the younger members of your community 
in your work is a good one to take especially since the school holds a green flag. Hopefully, you can now restart 
your presentations face to face with them. We have all learned of the opportunity's communication though digital 
forms since the pandemic and perhaps one of your second or third level pupils could help you enhance your social 
media presence as this can be a wonderful way to draw attention to your work and share ideas. We also note the 
success you have in gaining support from local bodies including many of the village businesses, and many thanks 
for their support. Do you have a village plan further developed, which will in effect be your works programme over 
the next 3 to 5 years and can help you gain marks in all competition categories.? We are glad to hear that 
participating in the competition over the last 12 years has been so fruitful for your community and has helped foster 
a spirit of pride. A pride in your place that was very evident to this adjudicator on our walk through your coastal 
village.

38

Your village has a lovely mix of buildings and despite being dissected by a busy road retains a real sense of place 
and community.  Once again, the elevated church building and its ground were looking well with its stone boundary, 
such a prominent feature in the core of the village. The adjoining two story house was less well presented with 
paintwork that needed attention. The handmade planters and indeed the distinctive bicycle platers were admired 
through the village as well as the coastal themed boat features. The traditional slate roofed whitewashed two-story 
vernacular farm building just past the hotel unfortunately seemed vacant but was presented so well with its simple 
bicycle planter and the dark green paintwork. We know you are committed to maintaining several derelict and empty 
budlings in the village. All effort should be made to hold onto the character and special interest of these older 
structure, and to retain their original features. It is a rare reminder of an earlier way of life in your village and was 
likely built from local materials by means of traditions handed down through the generations. Another local feature, 
the Lime Kiln, is part of your planned project works in this category. Now that restrictions have been lifted, we look 
forward to seeing progress on this for next year's visit. The car park was very neat and clean and the red roadside 
benches and information signs were neat and accessible for all. The wave mural at the time and tide was 
eye-catching and an effective use of a bland but prominent building elevation. Indeed, this adjudicator enjoyed a 
very pleasant coffee in this busy new business and thanks to them for the excellent and polite service. As before the 
‘Halla Mor’  is a valuable and well used resource in your village. The new café and seating area at the Caisleain Oir 
were visited and seemed to be a real success in such a scenic location. The car park is a splendid example of the 
use of locally appropriate materials to reduce the visual impact of the car park which in many areas can be a real 
eye sore of rigid engineering. Not here. The Sean Scoil book shop is a splendid example of an active re use of an 
old building. Your new school looks to have had recent works to the entrance and the yellow bike planters looked 
well here.
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eye-catching and an effective use of a bland but prominent building elevation. Indeed, this adjudicator enjoyed a 
very pleasant coffee in this busy new business and thanks to them for the excellent and polite service. As before the 
‘Halla Mor’  is a valuable and well used resource in your village. The new café and seating area at the Caisleain Oir 
were visited and seemed to be a real success in such a scenic location. The car park is a splendid example of the 
use of locally appropriate materials to reduce the visual impact of the car park which in many areas can be a real 
eye sore of rigid engineering. Not here. The Sean Scoil book shop is a splendid example of an active re use of an 
old building. Your new school looks to have had recent works to the entrance and the yellow bike planters looked 
well here.

Once again, the standard of presentation of your landscape areas was high with sensitive use of colour and 
considered themes. The many bikes and blooms were noted in our visit, and all were well maintained and 
presented. Your upcycled boat and donkey carts were also seen and admired. The wall mounted planters to the 
Glen Road junction highlight the small bridge here and the water course running through the village. Indeed, the 
riverside tree and habitats along the Glen Road would lend itself to a lovely biodiversity rich linear park, a 
suggestion to make if a new local plan is being prepare by your County Town Planners. Good luck with your 
planned wildflower strategy, much was learnt we are sure from attending seminars. But to encourage the 
emergence of dormant wildflowers in your local soil seed bank we would encourage you to look to the resources on 
the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan website. The daffodils ensure that your floral displays range over many months of the 
year. Again, look to supplementing these with bulbs such as Crocus and Grape Hyacinth which will provide vital 
resources for hungry pollinators. These bulbs flower early and are extraordinarily rich in pollen and nectar. You can 
also plant Allium bulbs to flower later in the summer. Is there scope to work with the Chruch to plant some of the 
high roadside verge areas which would bring much colour to the village core and act to keep visitors safe from the 
unguarded drop, your signage indicated this was an issue.

Your application shows an understanding of the habitats that surround your village, and we are glad to see that you 
are getting sound advice before commencing any works in your coastal l and rural habitats. We look forward to 
seeing you progress in this category over the coming years and to gain marks. The purpose of this category is to 
help towns and villages promote and understand why their habitats are important and helping residents value them. 
We would urge you to look at the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan to further your aims here especially given your local 
beekeepers help. This excellent document has advice for practical ways groups such as yours can alter their 
landscape management practices making them as pollinator friendly as possible in very practical ways. Carefully 
consider where you are introducing new wildflower seed and in area try a longer-term strategy of reducing mowing 
and see what naturally emerges. You could be incredibly surprised at the native seed in your soils that are just 
waiting for the chance to emerge. Gardens have been found to support lots of biodiversity pollinators, with some 
studies highlighting that they can hold and support many more now than those in surrounding rural areas. The 
visibility of the colourful bird boxes may help encourage residents to adopt more nature friendly maintenance 
regimes in their own gardens.

It was obvious from our visit that Litter control is top of your group's agenda given the village clean appearance. The 
introduction of CCTv (closed circuit television) at the recycling bank seems to have been effective for you. Some 
recent litter, drink cans and the like, were noted between the wall and boulders at the hotel car park. No doubt left 
over from the previous evening and would have been addressed by your daily litter pickers. You are very correct 
that community clean ups can be a wonderful way to raise awareness of this issue. A clean-up program can not only 
reduce pollution, but – by sorting village litter and recycling as much as possible – can help to teach residents about 
recycling and about activities that will reduce Annagrys carbon footprint. Keep up the good work.

As a committee you seem to have made a concerted effort to address the issue of rainwater harvesting given the 
current concerns and actions required to address our changing climate. How many water butts have been installed? 
Do they store enough water to maintain your displays, especially the planters on the bikes which can dry out very 
easily. How great to hear that you have a local source to supply your village ornamental planters. And how great to 
hear that your dedicated villager is also growing tomatoes and vegetables to sell at your farmer's market. Promoting 
locally produced food with low travel requirements is a fantastic way to promote sustainability and the concepts of 
the circular economy in the community. The Green schools project is a fine way to educate the younger residents as 
to how we can all help make a difference. Try to promote your links with Annagry school and learn from each other 
how to promote sustainable living in Annagry. Your participation in the Clean Coasts roadshow is noted and how 
now can you use this exposure and promotion to further develop projects in this category that are particularly 
appropriate for your coastal location.

Once again townhouses, gardens, walls, and fences were maintained to a high standard, and this is especially 
relevant for you given the villages long drawn-out form. The small, neat lawn at the name stone at Radharc Naomh 
Mhuire was keep neat and clipped trim. Would residents consider planting the verge are here to improve its value 
for wildlife. A native hedge to the post and wire fence here would be a lovely back drop for the entrance feature with 
a proportion of dog rose to add to its floral value. All your younger resident would be incredibly grateful if a play area 
could be provided so best of luck in giving any assistance to progress this important local amenity for both residents 
and visiting children.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



could be provided so best of luck in giving any assistance to progress this important local amenity for both residents 
and visiting children.

Given the volume and scale of traffic traveling through the village it is no wonder the road surface is under pressure. 
Enquire with your Area Engineer if road resurfacing works are planned soon. As a visitor to the village on foot, the 
lack of clear and distinct footpaths combined with the prominence of both legal and illegal car parking made for poor 
pedestrian priority. Even though there was ample space at the nearby village car park, haphazard roadside parking 
made navigating the village on foot difficult. Could you talk with Donegal Co Co about carrying out a simple 
walkability survey in the village core to address this? Clever design of roads and streets in our towns and villages is 
key to ensuring that all people, regardless of age and ability, can get out and about in their local area and so fully 
participate in community life. it is encouraging to hear of a potential partnership with Coiste Forbartha Anagaire on 
these issues, to use the mechanism of the village renewal scheme to upgrade and improve active travel provision in 
the village.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your overall approach to the competition is applauded and it is obvious that your committee works hard to achieve 
the results as seen on the ground; you are to be congratulated for the works and standards you have achieved in 
Annagry. We thank all the numerous stakeholders and local businesses involved in the works which make up this 
year’s submission and continued good luck for all your future planned projects. We wish you all the absolute best for 
2023. Continue your positive and proactive approach to all your projects.


