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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Whiddy Island Oileain Faoide, an offshore island with a population of under 200 people – has entered the 
competition for many years with an unconfirmed number of committee members and volunteers.
•    Support is received from a total of 6 different national and local agencies/businesses.
•    You have started holding meetings inside and outside your new community facility with the WIDA 
Committee and local residents. Posters placed on the Ferry, together with texting and word of mouth are used for 
communications. There is a website called whiddyisland.net.
•    The local school on Whiddy Island closed in the 1980’s, but you maintain links with students attending 
college in Bantry who have a voice on your committee and are involved with clean ups.
The black and white map provided with your Entry Form was of good quality. It would be beneficial however, to 
include on the map the locations where projects have been completed or works carried out over the previous year. 
A legend listing the projects/works with a precise description of these is also helpful to the adjudicator in carrying out 
an assessment on site. 
The quality of the application form was good but you appear to be using an older version of the form. The newer 
version can be downloaded from the Tidy Towns website.
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•    Your big success under this category is the completion and official opening of the Bank Hall Whiddy Island 
Community Centre. This is a great community resource which is now used for wedding receptions and classes in 
computers and art. The building has a clean and tidy appearance and the traditional design ensures that it fits well 
into the surrounding landscape. The reservation of areas on the site for the development of wildflowers also 
enhances the overall presentation of this area. 
•    Your adjudicator visited Whiddy island on a cloudy misty morning in July. The area around the Bank House 
and Oileán Faoide was generally well presented. There is a building which is very prominent facing the arrivals as 
one disembarks from the Ferry and you should consider erecting a large ‘Fáilte go dtí an Oileáin Faoide/Welcome to 
Whiddy Island sign’ here as it would catch the eye of visitors entering the island. The presentation of the harbour 
area is critical in terms of the first impression, that is created for visitors to the island.
•    The line of shrubs planted inside recycled tyres located on both sides of the harbour pier enhances this 
area. However, it might be good to arrange to have these permanently planted in the ground, so that they have a 
chance to grow maturity.
•    The adjudicator noticed quite a lot of different materials stored around the pier area and it would be good to 
try and have a general tidy up of this up area now and again, to provide a neater and tidier appearance, as one 
enters the island.
•    It was a pity to note that the area designated for crazy golf is no longer in use. It would be great to see this 
attraction reinstated or alternatively plant a hedge around the boundary fence here so that the area can be screened 
from view.
•    The adjudicator called to the site of the Old Schoolhouse – The Whiddy Island National School built in 
1887. This has been recently restored and the works have been carried out to a very high standard, fully in keeping 
with the traditional style and historic character of the original building. It is great to see that this property has now 
received a new lease of life and we look forward to it being occupied again. The colourful seating area provided 
outside, using recycled cable drums also caught the eye.

•    The fingerpost signage erected throughout the island was greatly admired and facilitated easy navigation 
to see the various features mentioned in your Entry Form. The Whiddy Island Heritage Trail signage also provided 
very useful and interesting details on the history of specific sites and locations, such as Whiddy Island Graveyard, 
Béal Tonnta Strand and Lousy Castle Island.
•    With some perseverance the adjudicator visited the Whiddy Island Graveyard and was interested to read 
about the burial traditions developed over the years, which were specific to the Whiddy island community. It was 
noted that the graveyard is maintained on a regular basis which enhanced the overall presentation here.
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chance to grow maturity.
•    The adjudicator noticed quite a lot of different materials stored around the pier area and it would be good to 
try and have a general tidy up of this up area now and again, to provide a neater and tidier appearance, as one 
enters the island.
•    It was a pity to note that the area designated for crazy golf is no longer in use. It would be great to see this 
attraction reinstated or alternatively plant a hedge around the boundary fence here so that the area can be screened 
from view.
•    The adjudicator called to the site of the Old Schoolhouse – The Whiddy Island National School built in 
1887. This has been recently restored and the works have been carried out to a very high standard, fully in keeping 
with the traditional style and historic character of the original building. It is great to see that this property has now 
received a new lease of life and we look forward to it being occupied again. The colourful seating area provided 
outside, using recycled cable drums also caught the eye.

•    The fingerpost signage erected throughout the island was greatly admired and facilitated easy navigation 
to see the various features mentioned in your Entry Form. The Whiddy Island Heritage Trail signage also provided 
very useful and interesting details on the history of specific sites and locations, such as Whiddy Island Graveyard, 
Béal Tonnta Strand and Lousy Castle Island.
•    With some perseverance the adjudicator visited the Whiddy Island Graveyard and was interested to read 
about the burial traditions developed over the years, which were specific to the Whiddy island community. It was 
noted that the graveyard is maintained on a regular basis which enhanced the overall presentation here.

•    Whiddy Island is characterised by open farmland with wonderful natural hedgerow boundaries. In this 
context it was positively noted that the surroundings of the New Community Centre have been well landscaped in an 
effort to integrate the building into the surrounding island landscape. 
•    In partnership with the ‘trees on the land organisation’ you are also in the process of implementing a 
programme of native tree planting at the Community Centre grounds and also at various locations throughout the 
Island. Keep up the good work on this.

•    The adjudicator was very impressed with the quality of the landscape on Whiddy Island and in particular 
the roadside landscape. The field and hedgerow boundaries adjoining the roadsides were greatly admired for the 
lush growth of natural/naturalised vegetation including bracken fern, purple loosestrife, meadowsweet, fuchsia and 
montbretia all of which add greatly to the visual interest and biodiversity of the island. 
•    Some invasive species such as Gunnera and Japanese Knotweed were noted at a number of locations 
and it is good that the Bere Island Project Group are now training volunteers the techniques of how to eradicate 
these problem plants from the island.

•    It is good that you have been able to retain the services of two Tús/Fás employees managed by WIDA, 
who assist you in keeping roadside margins and beaches etc. clean. 
•    There were no issues to report regarding littering on the island but it is always good to pay particular 
attention to the general tidiness of public areas and an ongoing programme to deal with this on the island would be 
beneficial.

•    A major project for you under this heading this year has been the recent collection of end-of-life vehicles 
and their removal off the island, with the proceeds going to the Community Centre.  This is a great solution to 
dealing with the problem of discarded vehicles and other metal objects, which can be a major blight on the island 
landscape. 
•    The adjudicator was very interested to note the installation of solar panels in one of the Kilmore lakes, 
whose function is apparently to control algae in the island drinking water supply.
•    When considering further new projects under this category it is worthwhile first of all considering how the 
proposed projects will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the Tidy 
Towns newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    You might in the future consider installing a rainwater harvester or community composter on the island. 
These are useful and provide a supply of water or quantity of mulch to use on your planted areas, which will ensure 
rapid establishment of the plantings.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Whiddy Island Development Association for the future under this 
category, which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric 
microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority - these may also attract 
suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the provision of public e-car charge points and bicycle hire/parking facilities on the 
Island, and where none exist, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term to facilitate 
sustainable transport on the island.
•    WIDA might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy Communities 
programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy masterplans and 
local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. https://www.seai.
ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



•    The visit to Whiddy Island confirmed that the general presentation of individual homes and gardens on the 
island was good and this goes a long way towards enhancing the overall appearance of the island and its 
environment. The period of the Pandemic has had negative consequences for homeowners and their properties 
throughout the country and Whiddy Island is no exception. Well done for all the efforts undertaken by islanders to 
date and keep up the good work.

•    Whiddy Island does not have approach roads in the traditional sense. However, the condition of the roads 
experienced while travelling by bicycle was found to be good in most places. One feels that having a grass strip in 
the centre of the road adds to the charm of a place and perhaps this is to be expected in the remoter areas. 
However, the damaging effects of the winter storms on road surfaces must be dealt with and no doubt you will 
continue to liaise closely with Cork County Council on this.
•    It is good that your new FÁS employees help to maintain roadside ditches, verges and road surfaces and 
this will enable to deal with problems very swiftly, as they arise.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Whiddy Island for the first time. You have good potential to progress further in the 
competition and keep up the good work.


