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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Sherkin Island Inis Arcáin, an offshore island with a population of 100 people – has entered the competition for 25 
years and has a committee of 8 members with support of another 23 volunteers.
•    The Sherkin Island Development Society committee meets once a month via Zoom/Whatsapp plus 
meetings are held on site with volunteers, as necessary. If a community event is planned for a particular month, you 
will often have more than one meeting to ensure that everything is organised and ready for the day’s activities.
•    You communicate with the community through numerous means. You create posters to
disseminate information which is shared on social media and the posters are also placed on local noticeboards. 
There are several different group pages on Facebook on which you share information. Your group often writes news 
articles for the Sherkin Island Newsletter which is released every month by the Sherkin Island Development Society 
office. There is a text alert system which most residents are signed up to. Word of mouth is also a very important 
method of communication especially as your community is small. Oileáin Fm is a community radio station on 
Sherkin and the tidy islands group works very closely with as a way to tell people about upcoming events. The 
library, emails, and Sherkin Island Website are also important facilities employed to communicate with the island 
community. 
•    The adjudicator is disappointed to read that Sherkin Island National School was closed back in 2016. It is 
good that in your volunteering activities you try not to differentiate by age and one of your goals this year is to get 
the islander children more involved and to participate in your events and learn more about the environment and 
local biodiversity. 

The A4 size map provided with your Entry Form was clear and of very good quality. Thank you for providing a 
detailed legend with numbered references on the map, for those projects completed over the last year and these 
were further subdivided and coloured in accordance with the various competition categories. This allowed the 
adjudicator to easily navigate around the island and greatly facilitated the assessment process – well done. For the 
future, the numbers inserted on the map could slightly larger to make the map a little easier to read.
The quality of the application form was very good and the photos highlighting the projects are very informative, 
particularly those showing the engagement of the local community in your activities and the ‘before and after’ 
photos. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents of your application form which 
is 47 pages long – this could be reduced considerably. For the future, perhaps use bullet points to reduce the 
amount of text, which will help reduce the overall number of pages. The font and text on the form is easy to read. 
The adjudicator is particularly impressed with the high quality of the posters produced by the committee, which are 
very encouraging to the public to get involved with your events.
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The adjudicator is particularly impressed with the high quality of the posters produced by the committee, which are 
very encouraging to the public to get involved with your events.

•    You have been involved in a wide range of projects and activities under this category this year including 
the maintenance and repair of the footpath in front of the community hall, painting the inside of the hall and 
clearance of the area at the back and laying a foundation for a new shed to house a kiln. The repair of signage and 
checking of walking trails on the island, the maintenance of meeting place beside ‘Sean the Shops’, repairs to the 
old school building, replacement of the old wooden seat in the Church Garden with a seat made from recycled 
plastic, were all items also successfully completed this year. 
•    The adjudicator visited Sherkin Island for the first time on a misty but warm afternoon in July. On the 
seaward approach to the island from the Ferry, the visitor is struck by the wonderful views towards the impressive 
ecclesiastical complex that is Sherkin Friary, the once mediaeval seat of the Franciscan Order on the island. The 
signage providing information on the Friary was positively noted, but one feels the importance of this heritage 
property as a tourist attraction on the island, could be exploited further. Perhaps parts of the building could be 
restored on a phased basis, under the expert supervision of the OPW, to provide for more extensive visitor 
information, access and interpretative facilities. Leader or FÁS funding may be available for preparing a feasibility 
study to support such a proposal.
•    The first building to note as one arrives on the pier area is a flat roofed shelter in stone, which no doubt 
performs an important function during the winter months, when islanders are waiting to board the Ferry. This 
building which includes a map of the island, looked very well and was in keeping with the general neat and tidy 
appearance of the harbour/pier area. However, a disused fridge located inside the shelter has seen better days and 
perhaps could be included in your next white goods recycling programme for the area?
•    The adjudicator noted positively the signage installed outside the ‘Sean the Shops’ premises providing 
information on the ‘Battle of the Wine Barrels’ and ‘Captain Boyton - The Fearless Frogman’. Well done to your 
volunteers who painted the shelter and seat here, which no doubt will help protect this structure for many years to 
come.
•    The Community Centre building was visited and the work carried out by your volunteers to enhance the 
general surroundings of this building was admired. Inside the Community Hall was being made ready for an 
impressive Art Exhibition, following the staging of a play the previous night and it is heartening to note that artistic 
endeavour is alive and well on Sherkin, with local artists providing their own gallery spaces, which adds great 
interest for locals and visitors.
•    The adjudicator was pleased to note that the concrete foundation at the rear of the Community Centre 
building has been installed and the smart new shed for the kiln is now in place. The steel container housing the 
Shirken Island Development Society Offices does not enhance this area and perhaps alternative solution here can 
be sought for the Society.
•    The site of the former National school was visited and it would appear that this important historic building 
on the island remains in very good condition and you are wished well in your efforts to attract donations and funding 
to acquire this property, to become a place of connections and a ‘Neart Hub’ for the island. Perhaps there is suitable 
Leader Funding or direct Government aid/support available for this type of worthwhile initiative? The grounds at 
St.Mona’s Parish Church were visited and were presented to a very good standard.

•    It is noted that from the start of this year the members of the Tidy Islands Group on Sherkin have been 
working to tidy up the many green areas of the island with old vegetation cut back and removed and the areas under 
trees weeded and mulched in preparation for springtime. 
•    It is interesting that you collect seaweed locally for mulching which I’m sure helps plant establishment and 
this is surely a nod to bygone days. You continue to maintain the surrounds of the Priest’s house which is currently 
unoccupied to ensure it is kept looking well and the maintenance and enhancement of the Community Garden 
(Rocky Garden) is also an important aspect of your work under this category.

•    In November 2021 you held a well-attended “Bulbs for Bees” event at the community hall and in April of 
this year the community planted Marram grass at the top of the Silver Strand. Your nest box purchase and 
distribution scheme seems to have worked well with some of the boxes occupied by nesting Great Tits this year. 
•    It is also noted that you have been working in partnership with the Sherkin Island Biodiversity Group to 
increase ecological awareness and encourage biodiversity within the community, with several guided nature walks 
and bird walks taking place. It is good that you have commenced Flower Insect Timed Counts, which is a major 
focus of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan this year. 
•    In relation to local marine conservation, the adjudicator notes positively that some of your members 
attended Orca Ireland workshops, with a view to learning more about marine biodiversity in the region and ways in 
which they can assist in the conservation of your island marine wildlife. 
•    The adjudicator was very impressed travelling throughout the island, with the wonderful roadside 
landscape on Sherkin. The field and hedgerow boundaries along roads containing a lush growth of 
natural/naturalised vegetation, including native hedgerow trees, bracken fern, colourful loosestrife, meadowsweet, 
fuchsia and montbretia and a range of flowering grasses etc. adds greatly to the visual interest and biodiversity on 
the island, which no doubt is cherished by all island residents and visitors alike.

•    The island’s recycling centre was viewed through the gate and boundary fence and all appeared to be in tip 
top shape there. The signage providing information on reduce-reuse-recycle principles and home composting 
techniques was also positively noted. The Bring Bank facility in the vicinity of the pier was presented in a pristine 
condition and it is clear that the island residents respect their local environment.
•    The installation of a Joraform Composter at the community garden is a great initiative and this will provide 
a ready supply of compost for the island into the future. 
•    A major project you have embarked on under this category is the establishment of a Sherkin Island SEC 
Steering Committee, comprising an open volunteer group, working to create an Energy Master Plan funding 
application and this has now submitted for funding. This is a significant development for the island, with the 
committee acting as the interface between your sustainable energy consultant and the local community, to ensure 
that all avenues for energy saving and efficiencies are explored in order to deliver the Sherkin Island Energy Master 
Plan. The adjudicator looks forward to a time when Sherkin Island is designated to be carbon negative, in the same 
way as Samsø island is, in Denmark. 
•    The composting and sustainability workshop held at the Hollies Centre for Sustainability seems to have 
been a very successful event, with a range of topics covered including composting, organic gardening, cob and 
straw bale building construction, biodiversity, organic homemade plant feeds, planting for natural pest control, 
polytunnel, soil enrichment and coppicing. 
•    You have established a well operated recycling facility on the island called Rughar and arrangements are 
in place to ensure the proper re-cycling of white goods and abandoned vehicles.
•    The adjudicator is delighted to read that the Sherkin Island Development Society has applied for CLÁR 
(Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) funding for an Island Hybrid Transport system– i.e., provision of an electric 
powered community bus with an electric charge point, powered by solar PV panels. You are wished well with this 
innovative project which is aimed at reducing your reliance on fossil fuels and reducing the overall carbon footprint 
of the island.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



•    It is great to read that you operate a ‘Leave No Trace’ policy on the island and encourage all visitors to take 
their rubbish away with them. You have also arranged for visitors to be informed of the operation of this policy when 
they download the Tidy Towns app. and there are also policy reminders located on the small maps situated around 
the island.
•    It is noted that the area around the pier is checked regularly for rubbish and you make sure the entire area 
is kept clean, especially around the shelter and the bottle bank area. The ‘Sean the Shops’ area is also closely 
monitored for litter. These areas were found to be very neat and tidy on the day of adjudication.
•    This adjudicator is particularly keen to see clean and well-presented signage in public areas and it can be 
reported that the vast majority of signage on Sherkin Island was found to be clean and in good condition. The 2 
water pumps are important features of a bye-gone era and it is good to note that these are washed and painted 
annually and the area around them weeded by your committee.
•    It is unfortunate that so much general debris and plastic is regularly washed up on the coastline but you are 
taking steps to deal with this on Sherkin Island, with one of the CE scheme staff cleaning the beaches on a regular 
basis, sorting and bagging the waste accordingly for later transportation off the island.
•    With the lifting of the Covid-19 restrictions earlier in the year you were able to hold your annual community 
Spring Clean day once again, and to celebrate the hard work afterwards with Tea and coffee. Well done to all the 
volunteers who took part in this. It would be a good initiative to identify all the abandoned vehicles and machinery 
currently on the island in conjunction with the owners, with a view to organising the phased removal of these items 
from the island and disposal for further recycling.

•    The island’s recycling centre was viewed through the gate and boundary fence and all appeared to be in tip 
top shape there. The signage providing information on reduce-reuse-recycle principles and home composting 
techniques was also positively noted. The Bring Bank facility in the vicinity of the pier was presented in a pristine 
condition and it is clear that the island residents respect their local environment.
•    The installation of a Joraform Composter at the community garden is a great initiative and this will provide 
a ready supply of compost for the island into the future. 
•    A major project you have embarked on under this category is the establishment of a Sherkin Island SEC 
Steering Committee, comprising an open volunteer group, working to create an Energy Master Plan funding 
application and this has now submitted for funding. This is a significant development for the island, with the 
committee acting as the interface between your sustainable energy consultant and the local community, to ensure 
that all avenues for energy saving and efficiencies are explored in order to deliver the Sherkin Island Energy Master 
Plan. The adjudicator looks forward to a time when Sherkin Island is designated to be carbon negative, in the same 
way as Samsø island is, in Denmark. 
•    The composting and sustainability workshop held at the Hollies Centre for Sustainability seems to have 
been a very successful event, with a range of topics covered including composting, organic gardening, cob and 
straw bale building construction, biodiversity, organic homemade plant feeds, planting for natural pest control, 
polytunnel, soil enrichment and coppicing. 
•    You have established a well operated recycling facility on the island called Rughar and arrangements are 
in place to ensure the proper re-cycling of white goods and abandoned vehicles.
•    The adjudicator is delighted to read that the Sherkin Island Development Society has applied for CLÁR 
(Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) funding for an Island Hybrid Transport system– i.e., provision of an electric 
powered community bus with an electric charge point, powered by solar PV panels. You are wished well with this 
innovative project which is aimed at reducing your reliance on fossil fuels and reducing the overall carbon footprint 
of the island.

•    It is interesting that the Council Houses are the only cluster housing scheme located on the island and it is 
good that you organise regular clean ups in this area, including the local woodland. The adjudicator visited this small 
housing scheme of single storey dwellings identified on your island map as M1 ‘the Councils’. The homes here are 
well presented with nicely planted gardens with wonderful stone walls provided along garden boundaries, and 
fronting the road and in the vicinity of the pedestrian entrance to the estate. A section of rusted old fencing located 
on the open space area, an abandoned vehicle and various materials placed on the internal estate road, did not 
enhance this area. Perhaps representatives of the residents living in this estate could become involved with your 
committee to help tackle some of these issues.
•    In relation to individual houses on their own plots, which represents the main housing type located 
throughout the island, you encourage residents to tend to their properties and employ a maintenance regime, which 
promotes biodiversity. The majority of homes and gardens on the island were found to be very well presented and 
cared for and indicated a great awareness amongst local residents of island nature and biodiversity issues.

•    You are fortunate to have the services of a member of Cork County Council staff living and working on the 
island, with whom you maintain a close working relationship. It is noted that the Council are responsible for the 
clearing of ditches and repairing potholes and an excellent job is done keeping the drains and culverts clear and 
liaising with Irish Water concerning any leaks along the roads. 
•    Sherkin Island does not have approach roads in the traditional sense. However, the condition of the road 
surfaces and drainage etc. experienced while walking around the island, was found to be very good in most places.
•    You have adopted a very sensitive approach to the maintenance of roadside verges and hedgerows and 
although the cutting the roadside vegetation for road safety is a priority, you make every effort to balance the 
aesthetic and wildlife value of these areas against any road safety considerations - well done.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



aesthetic and wildlife value of these areas against any road safety considerations - well done.

Concluding Remarks:

It was a great experience to visit Sherkin Island for the first time this Summer. The good quality Map and Entry Form 
and project lists made the adjudication of your island home a pleasure. Sherkin Island has a charming character, 
landscape and interesting heritage resource and has great potential to progress further in the competition. Your 
committee is working diligently with the support of the island community, under all the competition categories. We 
hope you found the comments in the report helpful and wish you well with your future efforts.


