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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
•    Schull An Scoil, a large village with a population of approx. 700 people – has entered the competition for 
16 years and has a committee of 7 members with support of another 12 volunteers.
•    The committee is a sub-committee of Schull and District Community Council and meets regularly with 
informal meetings/contacts since Covid through Zoom, emails and Whatsapp. Regular clean-ups are carried out 
between March and October and volunteers have adopted designated areas for clean ups, as required. 
•    Support is received from Schull and District Community Council and Cork County Council and you 
organise fundraising activities such as Golf Classics.
•    You use emails, mobile phones, facebook, the website www.schull.ie, local notices, parish newsletter and 
word of mouth to communicate your message to the public.
•    There is strong engagement with local schools including continued liaison with teachers and pupils in 
relation to the Green Schools Programme and the provision of seasonal bulbs/bedding together with clean-ups and 
biodiversity advice.
•    It is heartening to read that your community has greatly benefitted from being involved in the competition 
and that you receive encouragement and motivation from the annual adjudicators report, creating a greater sense of 
pride and awareness of sustainability issues.

The coloured map provided with your Entry Form was of very high quality. It would be good however, to provide a 
legend on the map showing the location and precise description of the projects completed under the various 
categories over the past year. This makes it easier for the adjudicator to find the projects on site and aids the 
assessment process. The letters inserted on the map indicating projects referred to in the application form, were 
quite faint and difficult to read. 
The quality of the application form is good and the use of bullet points to list all the projects undertaken makes the 
document easy to read. It is however, only necessary to identify one project where particular effort was applied, as 
this gives the adjudicator an idea of the main priority focus of the Schull Tidy Towns committee during the year. The 
photos included on the application form although quite small in size, were nevertheless informative. The inclusion of 
larger and more numerous ‘before and after’ photos on the application form or in a separate document, would be 
beneficial. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents of the application form 
which is suitably concise at 15 pages long - well done.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report
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County:

Category:

Ref:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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Awarded 2022

22/06/2022

 



•    You have undertaken a number of projects under this category this year including the painting of derelict 
properties, new eco-friendly decking at Trá an Oileáin, new bin and painting of street furniture and installation of 
cycle stands. You also plan to continue the upgrading of street furniture in the future.
•    The adjudicator visited Schull on a sunny afternoon in June. The commercial and residential properties 
situated along the main street were beautifully presented with colourful facades and traditional shopfronts to the 
fore. It was heartening to see renovation works underway on a number of properties which, when completed, will 
add considerably to the character of the streetscape. The absence of poles and overhead cables in the village was 
an added bonus, as these add to visual clutter and detract considerably from the overall presentation of a village. 
•    The road surfaces along the main street are generally good although road markings at some locations 
need attention. There was a lot of heavy truck traffic passing through the village on the day of adjudication, which 
created considerable amount of noise and the overall impression was not very pedestrian or cycle friendly, but in the 
absence of a relief road or vehicle weight restriction, it is difficult to see how this situation can be improved. 
•    The former AIB building located at the top of the Main Street is an imposing presence in the village and this 
building was enhanced with suitable floral displays. The nearby Bunratty tavern was a hive of activity and it was 
great to see so many people sitting outside on the seating provided on the pavement and enjoying the sunshine. 
The small paved area in front of the Mizen Computer Services premises and bus stop could be redesigned to 
enlarge the available public space/pedestrian retreat area, perhaps by removing the internal railings. 
•    The outdoor dining areas which were installed along the Main Street during the Pandemic were tastefully 
designed and generally added to the quality of the streetscape. However, it would be a good idea to look again at 
the overall parking situation along the Main Street, as the existing arrangements, with the use of temporary plastic 
bollards etc. is a little haphazard and cluttered and requires further re-design, to further restrict and regulate parking.
•    The Schull Community College was visited and this school must have one of the best views in the whole of 
Ireland. The adjudicator admired the wonderful stonewall erected on the roadside boundary of the school.
•    The Schull Burial Ground was also visited and this very interesting and historic site is enhanced with 
wonderful sea views. It would be beneficial to have some further information available to the public on the history of 
the cemetery and the old ruined Church building located within its grounds.

•    Having arrived at the public car park off the main street, it was clear that the adjoining children's 
playground was a major attraction in this part of the village, as the facility was a hive of activity. The overall 
presentation of the car park and the adjoining open space area was to a very good standard, with attractively 
planted stone surround flower beds which were very well maintained. It was good to see the gazebo erected and 
available for parents near the playground, in the event of inclement weather. The signage attached to the exit and 
entrance overhead barriers has seen better days and could be replaced. It was good to see the new bike stands in 
place along the path adjoining the car-park. The provision of adequate cycle parking facilities so close to the village 
and park area is a great bonus.
•    The car park on the Pier Road was also visited and the planted boat and attractive flower beds at the 
entrance to the car park were greatly admired. Also greatly admired was the small planting scheme at the end of the 
car park, beside the access to the pier, where the Alstroemerias were in full flower! The overhead barrier into this 
car park would benefit from re-painting. 
•    You have undertaken a total of 8 different projects under this category this year. Some of these could be 
included in other categories such as project No.1 Approach Road Enhancements. It is good that you are taking 
steps to publicise walking trails in the area and making the historic map of the town more available to the public. 
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative you have 
implemented over the years. As you know colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants such as the showy and 
long-lasting Alstroemeria spp. can be used to very good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but 
labour/water-intensive annuals such as Begonias and Petunias.

•    Your main area of activity under this category this year includes the maintenance of insect hotels, 
continued monitoring of the wildlife sanctuary and changes to grass cutting regimes in the village to encourage 
biodiversity. 
•    The wildlife signage erected at various locations in Schull was very informative and presented to an 
excellent standard and was greatly admired by the adjudicator.
•    The committee may be aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction.  
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the 
numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, 
transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to 
establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage 
etc.
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work, groups 
such as the Schull Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country. The National Biodiversity Data Centre has 
developed a new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT stands for 
‘Flower-Insect Timed Count’. FIT Counts are very simple and are a very useful tool for TT groups to measure 
change in their local biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By carrying out FIT 
Counts throughout the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on insect numbers 
and diversity as well as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It 
would be good to get local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    The sowing of wildflower seed has become very popular with Tidy Towns committees in recent years. 
However, this may not be the best course of action as some of the ‘wildflower’ seed is imported and may contain 
invasive species. The preferred approach is the ‘Don’t Sow let it Grow’ principle. In other words, where there is a 
bare patch of ground or grassed areas let the seed/plants occurring naturally in the soil/sward develop and mature 
as this will have the best ecologically sound result. The removal of clippings at the end of the season with 
appropriate machinery will impoverish the soil encouraging greater species diversity. More information on this and 
other items under this category can be found in the updated Tidy Towns Handbook.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



would be good to get local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    The sowing of wildflower seed has become very popular with Tidy Towns committees in recent years. 
However, this may not be the best course of action as some of the ‘wildflower’ seed is imported and may contain 
invasive species. The preferred approach is the ‘Don’t Sow let it Grow’ principle. In other words, where there is a 
bare patch of ground or grassed areas let the seed/plants occurring naturally in the soil/sward develop and mature 
as this will have the best ecologically sound result. The removal of clippings at the end of the season with 
appropriate machinery will impoverish the soil encouraging greater species diversity. More information on this and 
other items under this category can be found in the updated Tidy Towns Handbook.

•    Your committee organises regular village litter picks and removal of weeds etc. throughout the year and 
even get visitors involved. On the day of adjudication, despite a high level of activity there was no evidence of any 
problems with regard to littering or tidiness in the central part of the village. Well done to all the volunteers involved 
with this work.
•    It is good that you continue to liaise with local businesses to ensure all areas located outside their premises 
are maintained to a high standard and that any vacant properties are suitably presented to an acceptable standard. 
•    The bring Centre in the vicinity of the Harbour was visited and was found to be neat and tidy and presented 
to a very good standard. The adjudicator looks forward to the completion in the near future of the works on what 
seems to be the complete redevelopment of the car-park at the Harbour.

•    The poster art competition that you organize in conjunction Scoil Mhuire and Schull Community College 
has enabled you to engage with young people in the area and highlight the theme of sustainability and a number of 
recycling projects undertaken by students are currently ongoing.
•    The adjudicator feels you could achieve more under this category. Some other areas worthy of 
consideration by Schull Tidy Towns Committee for the future under this category, which is in keeping with the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small electric microgeneration schemes for Wind, 
Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these may also attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the overall availability of public e-car charge points in the village, and where there are 
deficiencies, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term. 
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/
https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in urban areas in the context of climate change is 
an important topic under this category. This can be a critical issue in relation to preparation for high tides and winter 
storms in coastal areas. The committee should be aware of the nature-based solutions to the management of 
rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off in village areas, water sensitive design, best practice etc. A recent 
publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important guidance in 
this regard.

•    The residential estates in Schull are maintained to a high standard and it is good that attention is being 
paid to the presentation and maintenance of areas of open space within these estates. The adjudicator called to the 
Celtic Cottages estate which was found to be very well maintained (although the estate name stone is obscured by 
vegetation) with a centrally located open space planted with young trees. The residents should consider establishing 
wildflower meadows under the trees to facilitate grass maintenance operations and to improve biodiversity.

•    You are in discussions with Cork County Council regarding the provision of additional cycle lanes in the 
area. We wish you success in relation to your ongoing efforts to promote active travel in this regard.
•    On the main approach to Schull from Ballydehob, the road surfaces and markings are to a very good 
standard. The line of Norway maple trees planted in front of the Garda station were particularly admired as were the 
well-maintained roadside margins and colourful rose-beds. Consider providing a more permanent boundary along 
the wastewater treatment plant as the timber fence here will deteriorate over time and plant native hedging along 
the sections of timber post and rail fencing along this approach to the village.
•     On the Goleen entrance to the village, the road environs are negatively impacted by the parking of 
agricultural machinery in a yard located directly adjacent to the road. Although most properties are very well 
presented, there is evidence of some derelict sites on this approach to the village which no doubt can be improved 
over time.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Schull this year. Due to its unique character and setting, abundance of heritage properties 
and features, as shown on the enclosed historic map, the village has great potential to develop in a sensitive and 
sustainable manner into the future, for the benefit of all residents and visitors alike. The Tidy Towns Committee 
plays a key role in protecting the local environment and developing these heritage assets and with the further 
development of your 3–5-year Tidy Towns plan, you will be able to guide progress into the future. We wish you well 
with all your future endeavours.
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