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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
•    Rosscarbery, Ros Ó gCairbre, a medium sized village with a population of 550 people – has entered the 
competition for 46 years and has a committee of 15 members with support of another 18 volunteers.
•    The committee meets through Zoom and at the Celtic Ross Hotel and on Tuesday & Thursdays evenings 
there are work gatherings from May to September.  Grass cutting is carried out from April to October, which is a 
voluntary team effort.   
•    Support is received from a total of 36 different National and local agencies.
•    Rosscarbery Tidy Towns has received grants from Clonakilty Credit Union, Cork County Council and Pobal 
and has received private donations and prizemoney from Muintir na Tíre and Tidy Towns.
•    You use Facebook, Southern Star Newspaper, Rosscarbery Notes, Noticeboard in the Square, Website 
and a short Newsletter to communicate with members and the general public. Word of mouth is also very important 
for spreading of the Tidy Towns Gospel. Well done on your publication of a profitable Tidy Towns Community 
Calendar, which hopefully will issue annually from now on.
•    There is strong engagement with local schools and you work closely with the Secondary School and both 
Primary Schools on their Green Flag projects, encouraging environmental activities such as tree planting and school 
garden competition. A number of young people also get involved with Tidy Towns activities. 
•    The voluntary work undertaken by Rosscarbery Tidy Towns has clearly improved the community’s sense of 
pride and has put your village on the tourism map, being now an important destination on the Wild Atlantic Way. The 
greatly improved community spirit is fully recognised by the adjudicator as is your ongoing care for the local 
environment, wildlife, biodiversity and village surroundings.

The coloured map provided with your Entry Form is of excellent quality, one of the best this adjudicator has seen, 
showing all the important features of the village in 3D, together with a numbered legend indicating the location of the 
various projects - well done. A good map like this facilitates the adjudication process considerably. 
The 3-year plan is concise with achievable goals included and we wish you well with its future implementation. 
The quality of the application form is excellent, with very clear bullet points listing projects carried out in a very 
concise form under each category. The ‘before and after’ photos highlighting the impact of the individual projects are 
very informative. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the contents of the application 
form, which is suitably concise at 28 pages long - well done. The text inserted on the form is also very easy to read.
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•    You have supported and/or carried out a wide range of important and interesting projects under this 
category this year including the painting of an historic mural on a section of old concrete wall, the upgrading of the 
Garda Station, provision of new car parking at rear of Mt. St. Michael, upgrading of social housing, 
restoration/renovation of private properties, maintenance of Curls Rock Project and the famine pot project, 
completion of GAA all-weather pitches, stone wall repairs and improvement works at Andy’s well. 
•    The adjudicator was very impressed with the overall presentation of the village core including the village 
square area. There were many wonderfully-presented premises and shopfronts here, too numerous to mention 
individually, which added to overall the charm and character of the streetscape - it is clear that property owners in 
Rosscarbery take great pride in their village - well done to all concerned.
•    The central square area is a focus for village activities and the Londis Shop was busy on the day of 
adjudication. It is unfortunate that the extensive car parking provided around the perimeter dominates the scene and 
one wonders whether there is a possibility of providing some off street car parking in the future on a nearby vacant 
site, so that the square can be made more pedestrian friendly. Where road widths allow (some are quite wide) the 
widening of footpaths and provision of additional bicycle parking facilities/e-car charging points, should also be 
considered. 
•    The signage and street furniture provided in the square was to a high standard and the adjudicator was 
impressed with the new litter bins which cater for normal waste as well as recycled materials.
•    The Garda Barracks was inspected and you are to be congratulated for the work undertaken here to 
improve the presentation of this building and to provide historical information on the site.  The large Telecoms mast 
detracts from the overall presentation of this part of the village.
•    The adjudicator was also very impressed with a dry-stone wall with an unusual bedding pattern, located 
opposite Celtic Cottages and the very interesting sign erected by Rosscarbery Tidy Towns, providing information on 
the art and craft of stone wall construction. It would be good to replace the old steel gate here which has seen better 
days.
•    The famine pot feature and small open space located beside the entrance to the graveyard was visited and 
the adjudicator noted the high standard of presentation in this area and the historical information provided, using 
good quality on-site signage, added to the visitor experience here. 
•    The access to the graveyard which is now closed for burials, is adorned on both sides by very attractive 
stone walls which are a pleasant and characteristic feature throughout the village of Rosscarbery. There was some 
evidence of the spraying of herbicide to control weeds in the graveyard and perhaps another way to control the 
weeds and to keep the area properly maintained can be found. There is a ruin of an old Church building on the site 
of the graveyard and perhaps there is further historical information which can be provided on this? 
•    Saint Fachtna’s Cathedral was visited and the entrance and general presentation of the site of the Church 
and graveyard here was to a very high standard. This was once the site of a monastic settlement in the 6th century 
and the presence of some old stone structures in the graveyard might be worthy of a future Tidy Towns research 
project?
•    Well done to all those involved in the wall mural project – this has turned what was a potential eyesore in 
the village, consisting of an old neglected concrete wall, to an eye-catching and educational feature, highlighting the 
historical association of the village with pilgrimage.
•    The site known as Andy’s Well was visited and the new footpath constructed using eco-pavement and 
chippings was positively noted. This area had an abundance of natural vegetation and the maintenance regime 
currently employed by Tidy Towns is considered appropriate. The gravel surfacing could be renewed and topped up 
in places. The adjoining stream which runs parallel to the road is also a very important feature here. The public 
seating located beside the well structure was well maintained. The well itself appears to be blocked with silt and 
perhaps this needs to be cleared out to re-establish a flow of water. It would also be good to know how the well got 
its name.

•    This category of the competition has been dealt with comprehensively by your committee as evidenced by 
the range of photographs showing a high standard to green space maintenance and presentation. You have 
undertaken extensive works at Forge Park, the Warren Cross, and have continued to maintain to a high standard 
the flower/shrub bed, hedging, grassed areas, flower displays, and the lay-by at Newtown.
•    The planting beds located at the Square now have a range of established perennial pollinator-friendly 
plantings and these add significantly to the visual interest and general presentation of the streetscape here. 
•    The young trees located on the footpaths in the square area have established well and add considerably to 
the green infrastructure and character of the village. There are a range of species planted here including hornbeam, 
Swedish whitebeam, oak and lime etc. and some of these no longer require staking. The trees have been pruned in 
recent years to restrict their shape and the architectural form which has been achieved is very suitable for a centre 
village location close to buildings. No doubt the trees are also particularly important in Winter when they carry fairy – 
lights on the run up to Christmas. 
•    The adjudicator called to the lay-by located opposite the Celtic Ross Hotel car park. This area was very 
well maintained and the signage, providing quality information to the public was presented to a high standard. Some 
green utility boxes here would benefit from hedge screening or perhaps artistic treatment. The stone wall to the rear 
of the site is also a very important feature in this area. It was good to see the imposing Phoenix palms growing in 
the Celtic Ross Hotel property opposite, which is an indication of the mild winters we have experienced in recent 
years. 
•    The Forge Nature Park was visited and the adjudicator was very impressed that Rosscarbery Tidy Towns 
has adopted a maintenance regime, which is exactly what is required to provide for the development of suitable 
wildlife habitats, whilst at the same time providing for unimpeded public access to the park facilities. The area is a 
credit to the members of Rosscarbery Tidy Towns. The nearby stream is unfortunately separated from the park area 
by a Griselinia hedge and perhaps in the future you can look at options to provide greater integration of stream into 
the park and an extension of a streamside walk to the nearby Lagoon area. The signage at the woodland walk and 
elsewhere in the park, clearly communicates to the public the objectives behind the maintenance of the park, and 
was to a very high standard.  It makes great sense to leave the long grass areas uncut under the trees, as these 
areas are normally very difficult to maintain. The gravel area around the forge site does not look so well despite the 
footpath improvements and perhaps this can be replaced with a Ballylusk-type surface material.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:



credit to the members of Rosscarbery Tidy Towns. The nearby stream is unfortunately separated from the park area 
by a Griselinia hedge and perhaps in the future you can look at options to provide greater integration of stream into 
the park and an extension of a streamside walk to the nearby Lagoon area. The signage at the woodland walk and 
elsewhere in the park, clearly communicates to the public the objectives behind the maintenance of the park, and 
was to a very high standard.  It makes great sense to leave the long grass areas uncut under the trees, as these 
areas are normally very difficult to maintain. The gravel area around the forge site does not look so well despite the 
footpath improvements and perhaps this can be replaced with a Ballylusk-type surface material.

•    The adjudicator notes that you have taken further measures to encourage biodiversity at Forge Park and 
have sown locally grown pollinator seedlings in the grass swards there. The reduced grass cutting regime saves on 
fossil fuel usage and carbon emissions and encourages greater species diversity in the park. As stated above, it is 
good that you are continuing to mow grass paths through the park as this indicates to the public that this is a 
managed approach and is not neglect. Other important activities you have supported and been involved in under 
this category include tree plantings in conjunction with local schools, production of a biodiversity leaflet, planting and 
maintenance of hedging along the approach roads, wildlife protection and beekeeping, and environmental education 
and protection at Páirc an Tobair and Japanese Knotweed control. You are making great strides under this category 
of the competition – well done.
•    The committee will be aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction.  
Useful Guideline Documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the numbers of pollinators in 
your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, transport corridors, 
sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to establish pollinator 
friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage etc.
• This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups such as 
Rosscarbery Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country e.g., at Forge Park. The National Biodiversity Data 
Centre has developed a new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT 
stands for ‘Flower-Insect Timed Count’. FIT Counts are very simple and are a very useful tool for TT groups to 
measure change in their local biodiversity. Especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By 
carrying out FIT Counts throughout the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on 
insect numbers and diversity as well as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(biodiversityireland.ie). It would be good to get local schools involved in these counts. Your newly appointed 
Biodiversity Officer could co-ordinate activities in this area. Please follow this link for further information - National 
Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)
•    The sowing of wildflower seed has become very popular with Tidy Towns committees in recent years. 
However, this may not be the best course of action as some of the ‘wildflower’ seed is imported and may contain 
invasive species. The preferred approach is the ‘Don’t Sow let it Grow’ principle. In other words, where there is a 
bare patch of ground or grassed areas let the seed/plants occurring naturally in the soil/sward develop and mature 
as this will have the best ecologically sound result. This is what you have done at Forge Park and is considered very 
good practice. The removal of clippings at the end of the season with appropriate machinery will impoverish the soil 
over time encouraging greater species diversity. More information on this and other items under this category can 
be found in the updated Tidy Towns Handbook.

•    You have supported and/or carried out a wide range of interesting projects under this category this year 
including the re-use of natural slate on the flower/shrub bed at Warren Cross, hydroelectric power generation at 
Anderson’s Mill, the removal and re-use of railway sleepers to provide bases for new seats at Forge Park, the 
installation of e-car charge points at the hotel and school, re-furbishment of the Church organ and installation of 
LED and Solar lighting schemes. 
•    The flower/shrub bed at Warren Cross was visited and the adjudicator was impressed with the strong 
growth of the newly planted material. However more gravel is needed to cover the geotextile which is visible 
between the blocks of slate. It would be appropriate to treat the entire sloping bank here as a wildflower meadow as 
grass maintenance is going to prove difficult here particularly in wet weather. 
•    You are making good strides in this aspect of the competition and it is noted that you at the preliminary 
stage of discussions with the SEAI with regard to becoming a member of the Sustainable Energy Communities 
programme. This is very worthwhile and includes the Tidy Towns Committee engaging in learning networks, 
preparation of energy masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/,   https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The adjudicator had the pleasure of watching the video produced to show the range of activities 
undertaken to improve the quality of life of the residents of Rosscarbery, all carried out or supported by the Tidy 
Towns committee, which can be very proud of its achievements. 
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Rosscarbery Tidy Towns Committee for the future under this 
category, which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of additional 
electric microgeneration schemes using either wind, solar or hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these 
may also attract suitable Leader funding. For example, the Céim housing scheme might be suitable for the 
installation of solar panels.
•    You might look at the overall availability of bicycle parking and public e-car charge points in the village and 
where there are deficiencies, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term.
•    The ongoing management of rainwater in urban areas in the context of climate change is an important 
topic under this category. The committee should be aware of the nature-based solutions to the management of 
rainwater and surface water run-off in village areas, water sensitive urban design, best practice etc. A recent 
publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important guidance in 
this regard.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



•    The village of Rosscarbery was found to be very clean on the day of adjudication, with a complete absence 
of litter in the village square area, along streets, along approach roads within open space and parkland areas etc. 
•    As mentioned previously, the County Council has installed new litter bins at the Village Square which 
accept recyclable waste. They look attractive and it would be good to investigate how the ongoing crow problem can 
be dealt with. 
•    The Good Friday litter pick was a successful event which included the Church properties and other parts of 
the village. In April you have carried out a litter pick in conjunction with KWD along the N71 on the approaches to 
the village. This can be a difficult activity for volunteers particularly on busy National Primary Routes and well done 
to all concerned. 
•    You have been pro-active in engaging with young people to carry out beach cleaning work at Warren 
beach as part of the Oceans Plastic Project and in conjunction with Ardagh Boys School.
•    You are taking a range of steps to improve the tidiness of your village including, the painting of old water 
pumps and green door at Abbey Graveyard, washing of recycling bins, new flower art panels on flower tubs, 
painting of picnic tables/seating, maintaining around business premises, tidying around footpath/kerbs and weeding 
at base of walls along the Causeway using the Weedex machine. All of these activities taken together make a huge 
difference to the overall presentation of a village and your team of dedicated volunteers are to be congratulated for 
all their efforts in this regard.
•    Your problem of dog fouling particularly on beaches is being tackled effectively and hopefully the discreet 
signs coupled with new legislation introduced this summer, will help to deal effectively with the issue.

rainwater and surface water run-off in village areas, water sensitive urban design, best practice etc. A recent 
publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important guidance in 
this regard.

•    One of your pressing and much needed projects under this category is the proposal to re-develop the 
children’s playground. On the day of adjudication, the playground area was a hive of activity – this is without doubt a 
very important local facility. We wish you and local residents’ success in your fund-raising activities in this regard. It 
might also be worth considering the possibility of applying for Leader funding for this project. 
•    Thank you for the photos showing examples of the work undertaken in various housing estates. The 
commitment of local residents to presenting their areas to a high standard is highly commended. The Céim housing 
development was visited and it enjoys wonderful views above the village towards the scenic west Cork coastline 
and the tree planting in the estate was admired, although the road surfaces could be improved. 
•    It is noted that all residential estates and commercial properties are well maintained and the houses in the 
village square are very neatly presented and painted. The adjudicator did not notice one property which appeared to 
need immediate attention in terms of its presentation. All of this takes a lot of effort and community spirit and the 
residents of Rosscarbery are to be congratulated for the standard of village presentation which has been achieved.

•    You show a suitably strong interest in the presentation of approach roads from Clonakilty, Skibbereen, 
Dunmanway, Glandore and it is good to note that grass cutting here is kept to a minimum with particular focus on 
the maintenance of roadside edges. Other roads which require your attention are Abbey Road, Cross Lane, The 
Pier Road, New Line and your efforts also extend to the road markings at the village square. The voluntary works 
undertaken by Rosscarbery Tidy Towns make a significant impact in terms of the overall presentation of the 
approaches to the village and your volunteer teams are commended for their huge efforts in this regard.
•    The approach road from Skibbereen is a perfect example of how a major approach road should be 
maintained namely, cut a narrow margin of grass close to the road and the remainder of the area should be allowed 
to develop a natural vegetation in the interest of biodiversity. The Clonalkity approach is equally pleasing but 
perhaps it is not necessary to cut all the grass banks adjoining this road. The Glandore approach is dominated 
visually by the concrete wall located on the boundary of the GAA grounds. Perhaps some wall planting can be used 
in the future to soften this approach.
•    The adjudicator was delighted to see the honey sales hive unit located on the Glandore approach, near the 
Rosscarbery namestone. What a great idea. Unfortunately, I had no cash available to purchase the delicious honey.

Congratulations on being selected once again for a second adjudication.  We enjoyed our visit to your village and 
see the great care you have taken of the various places that you told us about in your application. We thank you for 
preparing an excellent application, with the use of bullet points and short sentences to describe each project.  With 
everything covered in 28 pages, this was one of the best submissions we have read this year so well done on being 
brief – it makes our task a little easier. Thank you also for the lovely map which was a beautiful perspective view.  
We started at Warren Cross and the first thing we noticed was the new planting on the slope – it looked great.  We 
were surprised at the level of traffic entering and leaving this area and the number of pedestrians coming over the 
bridge and walking around by the estuary. It seems to us that a pedestrian pathway is badly needed on this little 
road, but especially ay the junction with the N71.  The beautiful drive across the bridge brought us to the Celtic Ross 
Hotel with its distinctive turret on the corner and where we admired the established birch trees in the car park which 
help to soften the appearance of parked cars.  We also liked the low stone wall boundary. Across the road, we 
busied ourselves at Gairdín an Ché reading various information panels, including one on a native Irish tree trail you 
established around the village. It was also nice to read about Little Egrets and to see them in the water. We spent a 
little time in the Forge Park where we discovered many things.  Firstly, you have done some refurbishment on the 
items associated with the old forge. The new pathway with gravel held in honeycomb structure looks well. It looks 
like the weeds are working against you on the other paths at this area.  Near here there is a large sycamore tree 
and growing through it is a common laurel.  There is no room for both, and we suggest that the laurel be removed, 
and the space will look much better.  Elsewhere in this park, be alert for seedlings of sycamore and remove them as 
early as possible, otherwise, they will smother everything else, because sycamore casts a heavy shade.  The 
wildflowers in uncut areas around groups of trees look great, especially in front of the mown sections. This little park 
is a great educational resource with all the information signs and panels on trees, pollination etc.  We counted about 
6/7 signs for dog owners about picking up after their dogs and wonder why so many are necessary.  They are 
adding clutter – if they are not working, we suggest finding some other method such as asking the dog warden to 
talk with them – assuming you know the owners. It is a pity that the river passing by this park is not visible to park 
users.  Ideally, the banks beside the river should be accessible and this can be done by diverting some of the river 
into the park or by lowering a section of the park beside the river.  On Serpentine Road, we admired the colourful 
houses and as we saw more of the village, we were pleased to see so many beautiful houses, some in stone and 
others in concrete. Out towards the main road, we noticed that the river wall is built with concrete blocks.  It would 
be nice if it was faced with stone.  We were very surprised that all the finger post signs at this point badly needed 
cleaning.  Andy’s Well across the road is treated appropriately and we saw the low capping on the wall which allows 
a view of the stream. On the road to Glandore, it was lovely to see children enjoying their summer camp in the large 
football field that is very well constructed.  The new housing scheme of white houses on the hill looks very well and 
we admired the natural stone facing on the curved entrance walls.  What a pity the same treatment was not done on 
the section going down the hill to the village.  The opposite side of that road has a traditional stone wall built with a 
very interesting pattern.  Such walls take skill, time and money to build, but they look so much better.  It is one 
important way of retaining the character of our towns and villages – by preserving traditional stone walls and 
building new ones to match. It is great to have a central space in the village which in your case is the Square, which 
is really a rectangle.  The memorial to the 3 Patriots is quite fitting and well done. We liked the trees here but 
suggest that the structural supports are not necessary anymore. We were surprised to see quite a few weeds 
alongside walls of buildings and even beside some plant containers. The buildings here and around the corner are 
well-painted and we note from your application the extent of work that involved. They are colourful and cheerful. 
Near here we visited the Abbey Cemetery, which is not used for burials now, but is maintained by your CE workers, 
some of whom we saw strimming grass around headstones in the cemetery at St Fachtna’s Cathedral. The Famine 
Pot is well displayed and well explained.  The stained glass three panel murals which was done in 2003 is an 
interesting feature, we have not seen anything like it elsewhere – it is unique.  The Celtic Cottages beside the 
cemetery are a lovely feature that fits in well with the other buildings – we hope they are successful as well.  There 
are very interesting information panels in many places in Roscarbery.  They make interesting reading – we admired 
the one on the uses of stone across from the Celtic Cottages.  Other places we visited were the playground for 
which you have a ‘Go Fund Me’ project to have it refurbished, as well as the tennis courts. The wonderful mural 
about St Fachtna on the old concrete wall is a great lift when you come around the corner.  Well done to the artists.  
The two schools are a little distance away from the village, but perhaps they are better for the catchment area. The 
new car park at the secondary school was a major construction project – we saw the electric car charging units 
there. Páirc A’ Tobair which is operated by Green Sod Ireland has 20,000 trees planted over 25 years.  It was full of 
fruit bushes and many other plants.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

It is clear that Rosscarbery TidyTowns has been very active over the last year and all your efforts continue to have a 
very significant impact on the overall presentation of the village and the lives of local residents. Well done to all 
concerned and we wish you every success in the competition.



bridge and walking around by the estuary. It seems to us that a pedestrian pathway is badly needed on this little 
road, but especially ay the junction with the N71.  The beautiful drive across the bridge brought us to the Celtic Ross 
Hotel with its distinctive turret on the corner and where we admired the established birch trees in the car park which 
help to soften the appearance of parked cars.  We also liked the low stone wall boundary. Across the road, we 
busied ourselves at Gairdín an Ché reading various information panels, including one on a native Irish tree trail you 
established around the village. It was also nice to read about Little Egrets and to see them in the water. We spent a 
little time in the Forge Park where we discovered many things.  Firstly, you have done some refurbishment on the 
items associated with the old forge. The new pathway with gravel held in honeycomb structure looks well. It looks 
like the weeds are working against you on the other paths at this area.  Near here there is a large sycamore tree 
and growing through it is a common laurel.  There is no room for both, and we suggest that the laurel be removed, 
and the space will look much better.  Elsewhere in this park, be alert for seedlings of sycamore and remove them as 
early as possible, otherwise, they will smother everything else, because sycamore casts a heavy shade.  The 
wildflowers in uncut areas around groups of trees look great, especially in front of the mown sections. This little park 
is a great educational resource with all the information signs and panels on trees, pollination etc.  We counted about 
6/7 signs for dog owners about picking up after their dogs and wonder why so many are necessary.  They are 
adding clutter – if they are not working, we suggest finding some other method such as asking the dog warden to 
talk with them – assuming you know the owners. It is a pity that the river passing by this park is not visible to park 
users.  Ideally, the banks beside the river should be accessible and this can be done by diverting some of the river 
into the park or by lowering a section of the park beside the river.  On Serpentine Road, we admired the colourful 
houses and as we saw more of the village, we were pleased to see so many beautiful houses, some in stone and 
others in concrete. Out towards the main road, we noticed that the river wall is built with concrete blocks.  It would 
be nice if it was faced with stone.  We were very surprised that all the finger post signs at this point badly needed 
cleaning.  Andy’s Well across the road is treated appropriately and we saw the low capping on the wall which allows 
a view of the stream. On the road to Glandore, it was lovely to see children enjoying their summer camp in the large 
football field that is very well constructed.  The new housing scheme of white houses on the hill looks very well and 
we admired the natural stone facing on the curved entrance walls.  What a pity the same treatment was not done on 
the section going down the hill to the village.  The opposite side of that road has a traditional stone wall built with a 
very interesting pattern.  Such walls take skill, time and money to build, but they look so much better.  It is one 
important way of retaining the character of our towns and villages – by preserving traditional stone walls and 
building new ones to match. It is great to have a central space in the village which in your case is the Square, which 
is really a rectangle.  The memorial to the 3 Patriots is quite fitting and well done. We liked the trees here but 
suggest that the structural supports are not necessary anymore. We were surprised to see quite a few weeds 
alongside walls of buildings and even beside some plant containers. The buildings here and around the corner are 
well-painted and we note from your application the extent of work that involved. They are colourful and cheerful. 
Near here we visited the Abbey Cemetery, which is not used for burials now, but is maintained by your CE workers, 
some of whom we saw strimming grass around headstones in the cemetery at St Fachtna’s Cathedral. The Famine 
Pot is well displayed and well explained.  The stained glass three panel murals which was done in 2003 is an 
interesting feature, we have not seen anything like it elsewhere – it is unique.  The Celtic Cottages beside the 
cemetery are a lovely feature that fits in well with the other buildings – we hope they are successful as well.  There 
are very interesting information panels in many places in Roscarbery.  They make interesting reading – we admired 
the one on the uses of stone across from the Celtic Cottages.  Other places we visited were the playground for 
which you have a ‘Go Fund Me’ project to have it refurbished, as well as the tennis courts. The wonderful mural 
about St Fachtna on the old concrete wall is a great lift when you come around the corner.  Well done to the artists.  
The two schools are a little distance away from the village, but perhaps they are better for the catchment area. The 
new car park at the secondary school was a major construction project – we saw the electric car charging units 
there. Páirc A’ Tobair which is operated by Green Sod Ireland has 20,000 trees planted over 25 years.  It was full of 
fruit bushes and many other plants.


