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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. 
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
Newcestown Baile Núis, a small village with a population of less than 200 people – has entered the competition 
since 1992 i.e. 30 years and has a committee of 15 members with support of another 5 volunteers.
•    The committee keeps in touch by phone, email, WhatsApp and arrange regular site meetings as 
necessary.
•    Support is received from a total of 8 different National and local agencies/businesses including Cork 
County Council, Newcestown Garden club, Community Employment, Bandon CoOp, Local farmers groups (Pat 
Twohig) - machinery, local Tree Surgeon (Denis Collins), Stone supplied (Michael O Callaghan), Bark Mulch 
supplied (Pat Dineen).
•    The Newcestown Development & Tidy Villages organisation has prepared a 3-year plan 2020-2023 for the 
village which was presented to the County Council in February 2020. You have now been allocated funding as part 
of the County Council Village Renewal Scheme for 2023 and have plans to carry out site surveys in 2022. 
•    Phone, email, WhatsApp, Newcestown & Farnivane Newsletter, Southern Star newspaper are used for 
communications with members and the general public. 
•    There are strong links with the local village school, Bishop Galvin Central School, and the school principal 
links in with your group. The school has a vegetable gardening (children’s project) and children participate in litter 
control in the school.
•    The voluntary work undertaken by Newcestown Development & Tidy Villages organisation and entering the 
competition each year has given your community extra focus to meet the challenges provided by all the new areas 
covered by today’s Tidy Towns activity.

The coloured map provided with your Entry Form is of excellent quality and the adjudicator was particularly 
impressed that the locations of the speed limit signs are identified on the map. The legend included on the map 
listing all the projects completed and the simple layout, with the naming of approach roads and places of interest 
etc., made the job of navigating around the village very easy.  Well done.
The Newcestown Tidy Towns application form and all the supporting documents, including your 3-Year Tidy Towns 
Plan (2020/23) for the village, the various plans for further village improvements, the parish newsletter etc. are all 
very professionally produced. The photos provided on a separate document, highlighting main features of the village 
and the works carried out over the last year under each category, are also very informative. The use of coloured text 
on the form in relation to the information you have provided helps to distinguish it from the remaining text, which 
makes the document very easy to read. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the 
application form which is suitably concise at 14 pages long - well done.
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application form which is suitably concise at 14 pages long - well done.

•    It is good to read that there has been significant improvement works undertaken at the GAA grounds 
including the upgrading of entrances and installation of public walkways and that the second phase of the project 
will include the extension of the walkways to the school and public lighting. 
•    You continue to take action to tackle unused and derelict properties in the area and it can be difficult to get 
co-operation from the owners, but persistence pays off in the end.
•    Your adjudicator visited Newcestown village on a cloudy but warm afternoon in July. The village centre was 
presented to an excellent standard. O’Mahony's bar and grocery which was coloured bright green really caught the 
eye. Road surfaces and markings in the village were in tip top condition. It would be good to pay attention to and 
monitor the fingerpost signage in the central village area village as some of these needed cleaning/upgrading.

•    The Church grounds are maintained to an excellent standard and the Grotto is a delightful imposing feature 
within the village. The stonewall situated along the roadside boundary in this vicinity was also greatly admired. 

•    The Community Centre was visited and the newly constructed concrete ramp and stone retaining wall at 
the main entrance to the centre was noted positively. It would appear that further works are needed to bring this 
project towards completion. The recycled plastic benches placed in the car park were also positively noted as were 
the nearby bring banks which were neat and tidy. The GAA grounds are presented and maintained to an excellent 
standard and the Griselinia planting along the road helps to soften the high concrete block boundary wall, which is 
prominent feature at this location. The upgrading of entrances and development of public walkways on the GAA 
grounds are commended.
•    The Bishop Galvin Central School was visited and the adjudicator admired the good presentation of 
boundary walls and railings here. The numerous flags and bunting added to the colourful presentation of the school 
entrance. 
•    The open drain and box feature near the Grotto was visited and the box plants clipped to form a Fáilte sign 
are growing well despite the recent drought. The drain area is however, obscured to some extent by overhanging 
shrubbery and vegetation and it would be good to have this cut back in order to expose the stone drain, which is an 
attractive feature in this area.

•    Your main project under this category this year has been the upgrading of the village/O’Sullivan’s corner. 
This was a significant piece of work, phase 1 of which was completed in late 2021. Phase 2 of the project includes 
the installation of seating, flagpole and additional planting. This newly planted area at O’Sullivan’s corner looked 
very well on the day of adjudication and you have been able to achieve an attractive but low maintenance option 
here. The adjoining central open space with the water pump also enhanced the overall presentation of the village at 
this location.
•    It is noted that work on the upgrading of the school boundaries adjoining the southern and eastern roads 
has now been completed and phase 2 of the project will be completed in the near future. 
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative to be 
considered for future years under this category. Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g., Alstroemeria 
spp. can be used to very good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but labour/energy/water-intensive annuals, 
such as Begonias and Petunias.

•    You have included under this category reference to the scrub area located next to bar car park which is 
being considered as a wildflower/wildlife conservation area. The site is however, privately owned and perhaps it 
would be good to consider other publicly owned sites in the village which might be equally suitable for this purpose. 
•    A good idea is to focus on pollinators as a first step to gain extra marks under this category. The committee 
may be aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been launched and it is 
particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction.  As well as this 
Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the numbers of 
pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, transport 
corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to establish 
pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage etc.
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups 
such as the Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country. The National Biodiversity Data Centre has developed a 
new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT stands for ‘Flower-Insect 
Timed Count’. FIT Counts are very simple and are a very useful tool for TT groups to measure change in their local 
biodiversity, especially when they have taken action already for pollinators. By carrying out FIT Counts throughout 
the year and across future years, it will help track the impact of your actions on insect numbers and diversity as well 
as providing important data for the National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie). It would be good to get 
local schools involved in these counts. Please follow this link for further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT 
Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

•    It is noted that CCTV cameras have recently been erected at the site of the Recycling bins at the 
Community Centre. Hopefully this may help to prevent any dumping problems here in the future. It is noted that the 
school and Foróige Group are also involved in charity re-cycling initiatives. 
•    When considering new projects under this category, it is worthwhile first of all considering how the 
proposed project will align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The information provided in the Tidy Towns 
newsletters is very informative in this regard.
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Newcestown Development and Tidy Villages for the future under 
this category, which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the development of small 
electric microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local Authority and these may 
also attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the overall availability of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the 
village, and where none exist, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term
•    Your Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI, which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec
•    The ongoing management of rainwater and floodwater in village areas in the context of climate change is 
an important topic under this category. This is a particularly critical issue in villages which have suffered flooding in 
recent years. The committee should be aware of the nature-based solutions to the management of 
rainwater/floodwater and surface water run-off in village areas, water sensitive design, best practice etc. A recent 
publication by the Dept. of Housing Local Government and Heritage is available and provides important guidance in 
this regard.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



•    We note that the Newcestown Development & Tidy Villages organisation is involved in a number of 
initiatives in relation to the ongoing maintenance efforts to keep village tidy including, participating in the annual 
Litter Challenge, appeals to residents and organisations such as the GAA, pitch and putt facility, to keep their areas 
clean (e.g. in the newsletter), organising weekly litter patrols, general clean-ups and weeding in the village and the 
erecting of signs in both parish graveyards requesting the public to take home their rubbish.
•     On the day of adjudication there were no issues to report with regard to litter or tidiness in the village of 
Newcestown - well done.
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•    An important project completed under this category this year and particularly admired by the adjudicator on 
the day of adjudication, was the recent re-surfacing of Post Office Lane which provides a short-cut through the 
village (e.g., to the Church and school). It is understood that this lane had been in very poor condition for a very long 
time and it is good to note that your representations to the County Council have borne fruit and the improvements 
here are very much appreciated by the community at large.

•    You have been successful this year in arranging for the area in the vicinity of the open drain and Fáilte 
hedging to be reinstated following flooding and in securing funding for the erection of a fourth electronic speed signs 
on the approach to the village. 
•    On the Bóithrín an Uisce/ Enniskeane approach to the village, the attractive welcome name stone and 
roadside embankments which are colonised with bracken fern and associated natural vegetation, as well as the 
nicely presented private properties, enhanced this approach to the village. The unfinished house in this area 
detracts somewhat from the road environs here.
•    On the Castletown/Kinneigh Approach, the roadside is enhanced by wonderful stone walls situated on 
many of the roadside boundaries. The Newcestown stone name-sign with floral displays was admired here as was 
the memorial for the site of the Newcestown ambush. The 50 km speed sign on this approach has been damaged. 
Perhaps consider providing a scheme of climbing plants to soften the visual impact of the GAA boundary wall at this 
location.
•    Kilmurry Road approach - This approach to the village is characterised by attractive grassy banks adjoining 
the road with natural hedgerow vegetation, including Fuchsia hedging. The Newcestown name stone and Bishop 
Galvin Birthplace Memorial, together with the stone walls close to the village centre, are all features which were 
particularly admired along this section of road.
•    The approach to the village from the Béal na Bláth direction is enhanced by an attractive open space with 
brightly coloured vintage farm equipment.  A large mature ash tree, which is showing no signs of ash dieback, 
greatly enhances this area. It would be good to pay attention to the fingerpost signage here as some of these 
required cleaning.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a great pleasure to visit Newcestown village for the first time this year. You have great  potential, with some 
further work, to progress well in the competition. The quality of the various submissions provided in support of your 
application impressed. We hope you find the comments in the report helpful and encouraging and we wish you well 
with your efforts over the coming year.


