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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
 Welcome to the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition for 2022. We thank you for your entry, and wish you all the 
best in all your future work. Good luck.
•    Inchigeelagh Inse Geimhleach, a small village with a population of  153 people – has entered the 
competition for  8 years and has a committee of  18  members with support of another  28 plus volunteers.
•    The committee of Croí na Laoi Tidy Towns and Development Co-operative Society organises one public 
meeting per month, plus additional meetings are held to discuss and arrange additional topics/projects. A Village 
People exists in the village, i.e., an unofficial men’s shed with women involved, who make and look after decorations 
for the village and generally enjoy doing so during the winter months.
•    Support is received from a total of approx. 28 different local individuals, national and local agencies and 
businesses.
•    Public meetings once a month in the hall and facebook, parish newsletter, window posters,
e-mail, GAA facebook, Southern Star Newspaper, Lee Valley News fortnightly magazine,
and national schools are also used for communicating with members and the general public.
•    You have established a very good relationship with both of your national schools, who contribute pictures, 
articles, poems and photographs to your various activities e.g., annual
booklet, and photographic exhibition. The children have carried out planting in your
amenity area and a good number of children are involved in the Pick-up day, Village Planting
Day and Village painting day. A good number of local children also took part in Heritage week.

•    It is noted that the voluntary work undertaken by Croí na Laoi Tidy Towns and Development Co-operative 
Society has led to greater camaraderie and creation of new friendships in the village, increased cooperation among 
individuals’ other organisations and schools. The improved exposure through involvement in the competition has 
also enabled you to avail of grants which help greatly with your work. The appearance of village has significantly 
improved with a greater input from people, much less littering and greater pride in the village. 
The hand drawn map provided with your Entry Form is quite small and doesn’t include the name of the village. 
Although the lines on the map are quite faint, it was easy to identify roads and other features.  Thank you for 
including a legend on the map, indicating the main features in the village and on the Island. It would also be good to 
provide a project listing and a precise description in each case, perhaps on a larger size map. The listed project 
numbers can then be referenced to the map. This facilitates easy navigation and identification of the completed 
projects on site by the adjudicator and the completion of the assessment process. 
The quality of the application form was good and the aerial photos of the village and those showing work in progress 
on a separate document were very informative. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the 
contents of the application form which is suitably concise at 23 pages long - well done. The bold text inserted on the 
form is also quite easy to read but for next year you might consider the use of bullet points and a reduction in the 
overall amount of text provided.
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on a separate document were very informative. The adjudicator’s assessment is based on a recent site visit and the 
contents of the application form which is suitably concise at 23 pages long - well done. The bold text inserted on the 
form is also quite easy to read but for next year you might consider the use of bullet points and a reduction in the 
overall amount of text provided.

•    The adjudicator is very impressed with the quality, variety and large number of new and ongoing projects 
completed by your committee this year under this category – they are too numerous to mention individually. Your 
committee has clearly been very busy over the last year and your efforts have made a significant impact on the 
village and local community. The reference to the UN Sustainable Development Goals in respect of the various 
items of work is positively noted.
•    Your adjudicator visited Inchigeelagh for the first time on a cloudy afternoon in July. The first feature 
noticed in the village was the attractively presented entrance name-sign and floral displays, as one entered the 
village from the Macroom direction. The Old Graveyard and site of the Holy Trinity Church was visited and the 
adjudicator admired the heritage sign erected at the entrance, giving details of the various historic burials which 
have taken place in the graveyard over the years. The white entrance gate was a little rusted and would benefit from 
a touch up with paint. The wonderful stone wall along the roadside boundary here was greatly admired and it was 
good to read the sign on the roadside which provides a comprehensive history of the Church and the surrounding 
area. A large expanse of grass exists in this burial ground and one feels it is not necessary to cut all of this area on 
a regular basis. Perhaps consider allowing an area to establish as a wildflower meadow, in the interest of 
biodiversity. The plantings of Irish yew and beech were admired although the ash trees in this area appear to be 
suffering from ash dieback disease. 
•    The new cemetery was visited and the attractive stone wall along the boundary here fronting the road adds 
greatly to the character of this area. The old station building was noted and it will be good to re-paint the wall along 
the frontage of this property and perhaps plant trees behind boundary wall to enhance the overall appearance of this 
area. 
•    The 1916 garden with its birch trees and planted beds looked very well. The metal posts for the signs 
reading ‘1916 Garden of Remembrance’ require re-painting and it would be good to remove the tree stakes and ties 
from the birch trees, as these are no longer needed. The business sign for the Lee Valley Ireland premises also 
needs to be freshened up. The removal of a dead tree located in the vicinity of the planters and trough, would 
enhance this area.
•    The Church of St. Finbarr was visited and the adjudicator was very impressed with the overall standard of 
presentation of the building and the surrounding graveyard and Grotto. The quality of the stone wall along the 
frontage this property was also greatly admired. Unfortunately, the commemorative ash tree planted in the Church 
grounds has suffered some damage from ash dieback disease, although it is still struggling to survive. 
•    Inchigeelagh has an attractive traditional style village streetscape with individual premises presented to a 
good standard. Road markings in the centre of the village are however, largely absent and it would be beneficial to 
have a new road marking scheme implemented in the short to medium term. Public footpaths in the village are quite 
narrow and the village would benefit from a comprehensive improvement scheme to include new road markings, 
traffic calming, widening of footpaths, regulation of car parking and island tree planting, where this is possible. The 
future undergrounding of poles and overhead wires is recommended, if and when funds become available. 
•     The fingerpost signage located at the crossroads in the centre of the village is of variable quality and some 
of the signs are in need of further attention. The presentation of the village core is dominated by the adjacent hotel 
and guest house premises which both looked very well. The Tin Shop is enhanced with attractive floral displays, 
although it is not clear whether this property is still in use. The seating area beside the Tin Shop was greatly 
admired and the whitewashed wall and pink seat and floral displays really caught the eye here. It was noted that the 
bed of the Abhainn Garth river has now dried up and perhaps this is because of the drought conditions in recent 
weeks? Inchigeelagh National School was noted for the attractive colourful presentation of the entrance gates and 
school buildings. The colourful tyre features located outside the O'Donovans licenced premises gave this area a lift, 
but perhaps permanent stone fronted planting beds might be a better longer term option here.

•    The wildlife signage providing information in relation to the river Lee catchment was positively noted. The 
beautifully constructed stone bridge crossing over the river is a very important feature here as are the wonderful 
views available from the road up and down-stream along the river. Some screen planting would be desirable along 
the riverside boundary of the water treatment plant. Amongst the long grass near the bridge the adjudicator noticed 
what looked like an old mill stone and perhaps this can be salvaged, restored and put on public view. 
•    The adjudicator called to the Island area, which is a wonderful amenity developed over the years for the 
enjoyment of the residents of the village and visitors alike. This area of parkland is enhanced by a very beautiful 
riverside landscape with mature trees, wildflowers and aquatic vegetation. Where possible, consider extending the 
footpath further along the river here. It would also be good to establish a native hedgerow planting along the timber 
post and wire fence which has been erected along the boundary of the riverside path.
•    The various facilities which have been developed in recent years on the Island were greatly admired, 
including the fairy trail, fruit tree planting, wildflowers and the colourful recycled plastic seating, sensory garden etc. 
The handsome stone fronted toilet block was well maintained and presented. In relation to the concrete court area, 
perhaps consider providing a children's playground on this area in the future. 
•    Reducing reliance on annual bedding schemes for your floral displays is an important initiative for you to 
consider under this category for the future. Colourful perennial and pollinator friendly plants e.g., Alstroemeria spp. 
can be used to very good effect as an alternative to the flamboyant but energy/water and labour-intensive annuals 
e.g., Begonias and Petunias.

•    The reference to the UN Sustainable Development Goals in respect of the various items of work under this 
category was positively noted.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:



•    The reference to the UN Sustainable Development Goals in respect of the various items of work under this 
category was positively noted.

•    You are making very good strides under this category this year with a very wide range of interesting 
projects and activities undertaken such as the collection and saving of seeds for replanting, planting of local native 
primroses, blue bells and foxgloves at the Island and at the Churns area and the organizing of a biodiversity 
awareness campaign during the winter months. All your actions are closely aligned to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and you are congratulated for your ongoing efforts in this regard. It was heartening to read that 
an otter was recently spotted on the island area, which indicates your local riverside habitats are in a healthy state. 
•    Your committee is no doubt aware that the New All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 has now been 
launched and it is particularly concerning that one third of bee species in Ireland are now threatened with extinction. 
As well as this Plan, useful guideline documents are now available to Tidy Towns committees to increase the 
numbers of pollinators in your local area, including guides which are specific to local communities, farmers, councils, 
transport corridors, sports clubs, businesses etc. Different ‘How to Guides’ are also available showing how to 
establish pollinator friendly planting schemes, pollinator friendly roundabouts, use of ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signage 
etc.
•    This year the AIPP is focussed on gathering survey data to assess the impact of all the good work groups 
such as the Tidy Towns are carrying out across the country. The National Biodiversity Data Centre has developed a 
new app to make this survey work easy for groups through the use of ‘Fit Counts’. FIT stands for ‘Flower-Insect 
Timed Count’. Please follow this link for further information Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National 
Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie).

•    The reference to the UN Sustainable Development Goals in respect of the various items of work carried out 
under this category is positively noted.

•    Overhead wires and poles can look very untidy and detract considerably from the village streetscape and 
we note that you have made representations to the County Council regarding possible undergrounding of these 
lines, which would require significant capital funding. Your committee remains very active in organising regular litter 
picks in the village and environs and in corresponding with the County Council regarding local issues, which you 
have identified and request to be dealt with.
•    On the day of adjudication there were no issues to report with regard to litter in Inchigeelagh. The 
presentation of public signage is an important tidiness issue and it is good practice for your committee to monitor 
and attend to these signs in consultation with the County Council, on a regular basis.

•    The adjudicator notes that your committee is currently developing a village plan with a focus on active 
recreational outlets and the re-opening of disused walkways and nature trails. In carrying out various improvements 
throughout the village, you have also been able to re-use and recycle materials such as wood from old benches to 
create items for the Sensory Garden. 
•    Other areas worthy of consideration by Croí na Laoi Tidy Towns and Development Co-operative Society 
for the future under this category, which is in keeping with the Sustainable Development Goals, include the 
development of small electric microgeneration schemes for Wind, Solar and Hydro in partnership with the Local 
Authority - these may also attract suitable SEAI or Leader funding. 
•    You might look at the provision of public e-car charge points and bicycle parking facilities in the village, and 
where none exist, suggest suitable locations where these could be provided in the short term.
•    The Committee might also consider in the future initiating membership of the Sustainable Energy 
Communities programme run by the SEAI which includes engaging in learning networks, preparation of energy 
masterplans and local energy action plans etc. The following are useful links in this regard. 
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/https://www.codema.ie/sec

•    A major project for you for the future under this category is the refurbishment of the historic Parish Hall and 
we wish you every success with your fundraising activities and subsequent implementation of this project.
•    You are offering assistance to the residents in local housing estates like Pairc na Coillte when requested to 
do so. It is noted that local residents are diligent in maintaining their gardens and driveways to a high standard. It is 
good to read that the ownership of the “Stepping Stones “has been established and you plan to landscape this 
historic area in the near future.
•    The Páirc na Coillte estate was visited and this is an attractive scheme of detached and terraced houses 
which is very well maintained and presented. The upright growing beech trees planted along the entrance road and 
the young oak trees situated on the main open space were particularly admired. Perhaps consider creating a 
wildflower meadow along the boundary hedge to the rear of the main oven space and around existing trees. It would 
also be a good idea plant climbing plants along the concrete block walls fronting the entrance road. The many stone 
boundary walls in this estate were greatly admired.

•    Your committee and volunteers have been very active over the last year. You have arranged for public 
signage to be cleaned, two major litter picks have been carried out along all the approach roads into the village, as 
well as several smaller more regular litter picks. On the Macroom Road, you have painted the fence and the picnic 
area near the blue boat and all village streets are kept litter free, as far as possible. Further works are planned for 
outside the graveyard and in the vicinity of the old petrol stand. Well done to those concerned with all of this work.
•    Along the Dunmanway approach road, the white boat feature was greatly admired as was the clipped 
shrubbery along the concrete boundary walls. A number of road signs need cleaning on this approach, but the road 
surfaces and markings are to a very good standard.
•    The Bantry approach road into the village is characterised by natural hedgerow boundaries and an 
attractive Inchigeelagh name sign. Agricultural storage buildings on this approach do not enhance the road environs 
and it would be good where possible to re-paint these buildings, where they face the public road.
•    On the Macroom approach, one feels it would be best in the long term to remove the concrete post and rail 
fencing situated along the edge of the roadside margin and perhaps provide some additional tree planting here. 
Some of the 50 km speed signs here need cleaning. The blue boat and permanent planting beds and attractive 
name sign were greatly admired.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



•    Your committee and volunteers have been very active over the last year. You have arranged for public 
signage to be cleaned, two major litter picks have been carried out along all the approach roads into the village, as 
well as several smaller more regular litter picks. On the Macroom Road, you have painted the fence and the picnic 
area near the blue boat and all village streets are kept litter free, as far as possible. Further works are planned for 
outside the graveyard and in the vicinity of the old petrol stand. Well done to those concerned with all of this work.
•    Along the Dunmanway approach road, the white boat feature was greatly admired as was the clipped 
shrubbery along the concrete boundary walls. A number of road signs need cleaning on this approach, but the road 
surfaces and markings are to a very good standard.
•    The Bantry approach road into the village is characterised by natural hedgerow boundaries and an 
attractive Inchigeelagh name sign. Agricultural storage buildings on this approach do not enhance the road environs 
and it would be good where possible to re-paint these buildings, where they face the public road.
•    On the Macroom approach, one feels it would be best in the long term to remove the concrete post and rail 
fencing situated along the edge of the roadside margin and perhaps provide some additional tree planting here. 
Some of the 50 km speed signs here need cleaning. The blue boat and permanent planting beds and attractive 
name sign were greatly admired.

Concluding Remarks:

You are very active and are making very good efforts under all headings. It would be beneficial to pursue the 
proposals outlined in your Croi na Laoi Development Plan 2022/2025 with some vigour and the ongoing feedback 
received from public meetings, will help to focus your shorter-term plans and objectives. We hope the suggestions in 
this report will be of some assistance with your work over the coming year.


